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the Chapter “The Dharma Protection of an Earth Spirit”
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Lectured by Dharma Master Haideng at the Wonderful Words Hall of CTTB on December 26, 1985

English Translation by Lotus Lee
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Editor’s note: The late Dharma Master Haideng, who was internationally renowned, traveled to the US in 1985 and
also visited Gold Mountain Monastery and the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Throughout the entire trip, his luggage
consisted only of a single toothbrush. When he visited CTTB in December 1985, during the Chan Session, he lectured
on parts of the Shurangama Sutra and Earth Store Sutra for the assembly. In this issue we have included his lecture on
the chapter The Dharma Protection of an Earth Spirit from the Earth Store Sutra.

Dharma Master Haideng visited CTTB in December 1985 during the Chan Session, where he lectured on parts of
the Shurangama Sutra and Earth Store Sutra for the assembly. Master Hua, with the rest of the assembly, knelt down
to listen to Dharma Master Haideng give his lectures. Master Hua said that he and Dharma Master Haideng were fellow
cultivators in past lives. When Dharma Master Haideng passed away in 1989, CTTB held a 49-day Earth Store Sutra
recitation session in his memory. In this issue, we have included his lecture on the chapter, The Dharma Protection of an

Earth Spirit, from the Earth Store Sutra.
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I have been traveling throughout the past few days, so I'm a little tired.

JEL o o O e Protection of an Earth Spirit, which is simple and easy for everyone to
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remember. When Dharma Master Hongyi was listening
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Sutra, he was moved to tears. I heard this from Dharma
Master Hongsan, who was one of Master Hongyi’s
elder fellow cultivators. Dharma Master Hongyi was
quite a person. When I traveled from Sichuan to
Hangzhou, Dharma Master Hongsan brought me to a
temple called Zhaoxian Monastery which was founded
by Master Hongyi.

Normally, when lecturing the sutras, one should
do so sequentially; however, it’s getting late and you
are all tired. Plus, we don’t have a lot of time, so I will not explain the
text according to the proper categorical classifications, nor will I go into
much detail or talk about mysterious and inconceivable things. I will
simply read over the text and make some comments.

At that time, the Earth Spirit Firm and Stable spoke to the
Buddha and said, World Honored One! Wherever there is earth,
there is an earth spirit, and the Earth Spirit Firm and Stable is capable
of making the ground firm and stable. Whenever a Dharma Master is
lecturing on the sutras, the Earth Spirit Firm and Stable will be present in
the ground, supporting the event with his virtue and his spiritual powers.
The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is a very big place, and also receives
the protection of the Earth Spirit. I chose this chapter because I hope
that the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas will become a good monastery
that will last for thousands of generations.

He addressed the Buddha as World Honored One, because both in
the world and beyond the world, the Buddha is the most honored.

At that time, the Earth Spirit Firm and Stable said: From long
ago, I have personally beheld and bowed to limitless numbers
of Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas. Not just one Bodhisattva or two
Bodhisattvas, but limitless numbers of Bodhisattvas.

All of them have inconceivable and great spiritual powers and
wisdom that they use in taking vast numbers of beings across. All of
these Bodhisattvas are inconceivable and great; they are so inconceivable
that “the mind wishes to comprehend, but all thoughts perish; the mouth
wishes to speak, but all words fail.” Each Bodhisattva has inconceivable
and incomprehensible spiritual powers and wisdom. Here, spiritual
penetration refers to the six powers and ending of outflows.

Teaching and transforming beings requires spiritual powers and
wisdom. Without wisdom, you won’t be able to explain principles clearly,

and living beings will not believe in you. If you have no spiritual powers,

MarcH 2015 Vasra Boohi Sea |23

NIVY VWNIVHQ V| VIWEVHQ




DHARMA TALK DHARMA RAIN

2 Bt B S

AOERFHA LU PEE R fH38 2 R
BR—FARE - L VMSFE
BEEZ > ERMREIE |
A R - T E R
&> KfEEEESEE - P
DU RBEHMISR A A
WM =FEE S B
LRI R BEEE
AR -

NENEREREFE
B &8aE - " R RIETIE
HEZK > EE IR -
& A KA o FRIEETIE
HE © DE—JE N RS RY 7 2
EAREEER > TURERERE
ANEERAY - FREAVUR TEE %
R > HEr SR L E
FHESEHY - HEIRE EE
1T IRTHS IR - &
HEHY LR T EAR o PTEE

"REETT L MERBAREE S RE
ORI - B A > ERLEA
B GEARECRR - BHRERES
HL o BT AR SR AT - HEF SRS
IEEETIREHR. <

AR - SR REETERR > Al
HOETEIRIE 7 Fi LURE S22 A0 1 35 3
st A —BARE - (RELAHEEIE
A o BT T ARLI A E RS Ak
B, NERECEE T E#ES > H
E{EEE -

XA K F i - BAE B
florIiFE - BT =" AN+ —HZ4L
it —HZEFAN > —HEFE -
RoRiE 20 - BRE AR =
A REYEE - M EHIRSF AR AEE 4o
T EER T AT EE
HyFtBEs 7 - AR ERHE RIS RE S
HY - B —EZ N (dLfR) >
Ryt MEEEE - SE AR - 5
DURLEERAF —LE -

A > Dt - B
AR (S - TRBULRE—EEA

24| EMERE —O0—HE=S

most people will not respect
you. When I was learning from
Dharma Master Nenghai, he told
me that in the Dharma Ending
Age, since I know kung fu and
am a martial arts instructor at
Shaolin Monastery, I can use
martial arts as a substitute for
spiritual powers to teach people.
Martial arts places great emphasis
on the virtue, which is to protect
yourself and your own body;
therefore, when I train people,
I emphasize three things: the
relationship between men and
women, the diet, and sleep.

We
sleep. I have said: “Obrtaining

should not overlook
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Image of Dharma Master Hongyi

spiritual powers and attaining
fruition comes from cutting off
sleep; prajna strength comes from
vigor and diligence.” If you wish to gain great spiritual powers, you will only do so
if you stop sleeping. What kind of people do not sleep? Ghosts and arhats of the
fourth fruition do not need to sleep. Other than that, any other kind of living being
needs to sleep. However, if you want cultivation to progress quickly, in leaps and
bounds, the most important thing is to stop sleeping. Here, “prajna strength” refers
to great wisdom. Great wisdom comes from vigor and diligence; to be vigorous is to
be concentrated, and to be diligent is to not retreat. Since you are concentrated and
do not retreat, your cultivation will succeed very easily. If you want to take living
beings across, the only way is to obtain spiritual powers; the only way to do that is
to stop sleeping.

If T don’t have spiritual powers and I am also unable to stop sleeping, then what
do I do? I posed this question to the Venerable Master Hsu Yun, and he also said,
“Since you know martial arts and are a teacher in Shaolin Monastery, you can use
martial arts to teach and transform living beings.” It is said, “First hook living beings
in with what they want, and then cause them to enter the Buddha’s wisdom.” This is
exactly what I ended up doing.

During the Cultural Revolution, I was teaching martial arts in Shanghai, and I
taught more than three hundred people—a hundred Red Guards, a hundred elderly
people, and a hundred young people. Fortunately, all of them really liked it. It would
have been very bad if, like a lot of other people at the time, they would probably have
burned the sutras in the monastery, destroyed the Buddha images, or even burned
wood plaques with calligraphy on them. It was very chaotic during that period.
However, when I trained these Red Guards, I taught them the rules of martial arts, so
their situation was slightly better than their counterparts elsewhere.

We've established that if you have no spiritual powers, you can use martial arts
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instead. Obtaining wisdom,
on the other hand, is more
difficult, but
and

living beings. To do so, we

required for
teaching transforming
should learn from the Earth
Spirit Firm and Stable, and
behold and bow to limitless
numbers of Bodhisattvas,
because these Bodhisattvas all
have inconceivable spiritual
powers and wisdom, which
they use to cross over vast
numbers of living beings. The
practice of bowing is also a
Dharma Door.

Among all Bodhisattvas,
Earth  Store
Mahasattva has made the

Bodhisattva

deepest and weightiest vows. !
2 G

Adding Mahasattva means SA SN

that Earth Store Bodhisattva  \/gnerable Master Hua and Dharma Master Haideng

is a great Bodhisattva.
Compared to all other Bodhisattvas, his vows are extremely deep and heavy; the power
of his vows is inconceivable and as deep as the ocean.

World Honored One, Earth Store Bodhisattva has great affinities with beings
in Jambudvipa. Manjushri, Samantabhadra, Guanyin, and Maitreya also manifest
hundreds of thousands of transformation bodies to rescue those in the Six Paths.
Here I will tell a story about Maitreya Bodhisattva.

Asanga Bodhisattva was from India and he concentrated on cultivating the
Dharma Door of Maitreya Bodhisattva. He made the vow that he would cultivate
until Maitreya Bodhisattva appeared in front
of him. He went into seclusion three times and
cultivated for a period of twelve years, but never
saw Maitreya Bodhisattva even once. As a result,
he became very anxious, and in his search for
the reason, he traveled the country and visited
different monasteries.

Once, he was traveling in the mountains
and heard a dog crying very pitifully. When he
stopped to look, he saw a dog that had a leg
which was rotting away. Not only was there
blood and pus everywhere, it was also crawling
with maggots. It seemed that the dog was barking

at him, and he was overcome with compassion.

He walked four to five /7 to the river and filled
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his bowl with water to wash the dog’s leg. Since
it still wasn’t clean, he used his mouth to suck
all the blood and pus away. As the dog was on
the verge of starving to death, he cut off a piece
of flesh from his leg for the dog to eat, and did
not leave until the dog had finished eating.

When he was about to leave, the dog barked
at him again. He realized that this would not
do, because there werent any people living in
the mountains, and without anyone to feed it,
the dog would certainly die, so he put the dog
on his back and set off. As soon as he did so,
the dog transformed into Maitreya Bodhisattva.
Asanga Bodhisattva was very moved. He bowed
to Maitreya Bodhisattva and asked him, “I
have cultivated your Dharma Door for twelve
years. Why have I never seen you?” Maitreya
Bodhisattva said: “Actually, I've always been by
your side, but your resolve for cultivation was not as strong,
and you had not accumulated enough merit, so you were
unable to see me. Now that your resolve for cultivation is
very strong and you have accumulated sufficient merit, you
are able to see me.”

Maitreya Bodhisattva asked, “In your cultivation of
the Bodhisattva Path, what do you wish to learn?” Asanga
Bodhisattva replied: “I would like to write a $astra that will
cause the Mahayana to flourish.” Maitreya Bodhisattva said,
“Good! Find a clean place, I'll go with you.” He continued
to carry Maitreya Bodhisattva on his back. Other people
perceived him to be carrying a dog on his back until he arrived
at the monastery, at which point the dog turned into a statue
of Maitreya Bodhisattva. With Maitreya Bodhisattva’s help,
Asanga Bodhisattva went on to write five large $astras. This
story was told in the Esoteric School’s Sequential Explanation
of Great Perfection.

It is said that Earth Store Bodhisattva has great affinities
with all living beings. Why am I talking about Maitreya
Bodhisattva right now? This is because the characteristics of
all phenomena are connected; both Maitreya Bodhisattva
and Earth Store Bodhisattva have limitlessly great wisdom
and spiritual powers. Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Bodhimanda
is located at Jiuhua Mountain in China, and it is widely
praised. During the Qing Dynasty, there was a man named
Zeng Guofan who was a very talented scholar and general.

He composed a poem, which said:
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Through numerous bloody battles over the years,

1 have come to forget my homeland.

How could I even remember Jiuhua Mountain?
Today, as I pass through the Jiuhua Mountain Range,
green and lush peaks appear before my eyes

As I travel on the river, singing songs of victory

and gazing at the lotus flower that is Jiuhua Mountain.

[Translator’s note: he’s comparing Jivhua Mountain to a
lotus; it is not that Jiuhua Mountain is literally a lotus.]”

Earth Store Bodhisattva manifested in the world at Jiuhua
Mountain during the Kaiyuan Period of the Tang Dynasty.
He appeared not as a Bodhisattva, but as an ordinary person.
His name was Kim Gyo-gak, and he was the prince of the Silla
Kingdom who later became a monk. He was very tall, about
seven feet, and his memory was exceptional. He traveled to
Jivhua Mountain and stayed in Jiuzi Cave with a little dog,
refusing to take any disciples. The people who lived nearby
called him “the cave monk.” I've been to this cave, and it’s a
good place to cultivate.

At the foot of Jiuhua Mountain, there lived a wealthy
man whose family name was Min. He was a sincere Buddhist,
and made a vow to make offerings to a hundred monastics

every year. However, whenever the time for the annual feast
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rolled around, he could only manage to make offerings to ninety-nine monastics
every time. To make a hundred monastics, someone suggested Elder Min to invite
the monk who lived in Jiuzi Cave.

From this, we can see that Earth Store Bodhisattva has great affinities with our
world. Elder Min climbed the mountain personally and went to Jiuzi Cave to invite
the cave monk, saying, “I have made a vow to make offerings to a hundred monks. I

1»

hope that you would attend this feast!” But the cave monk refused: “I do not want to
go down the mountain. All this traveling will not be of any use to either of us.” The
layman pleaded with him three times, saying, “As long as you come to this feast, I will
do my best to provide you with whatever you need.”

The cave monk then said, “I can fulfill your wish on one condition. Although I
live on your land, I do not have the property rights to it. I wonder if you would let
me have it,” just as the ownership of the land here belongs to City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. Elder Min asked, “How much land do you need?” The monk replied, “Not
too much. I only need as much land as my kasaya can cover.” Of course, Elder Min
agreed, and escorted the old Dharma Master down the mountain. Now that he finally
had a hundred monastics at the feast, Elder Min was very happy.

After the feast, the cave monk asked Elder Min, “Did you forget what you
promised me?” Elder Min answered: “Tell me what it was.” The monk said, “You
promised me as much land as my kasaya can cover.” Elder Min said, “That’s not
a very big area. What do you want it for?” The cave monk replied, “To make a
Bodhimanda.” The Venerable Master Hua’s kasaya would probably be able to cover
such a big place as the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas too.

The cave monk then said, “I will throw my kasaya into the air, and you give me
as much land as it covers, alright?” Elder Min agreed, but as soon as the cave monk
tossed his kasaya into the air, it flew up and expanded, covering the five hundred
square /i around Jivhua Mountain. Isn’t that amazing? Elder Min was very happy
to see this and grinned from ear to ear. Most people would probably think, “All this
land was originally mine, and not only are you taking all of it from me now, you don’t
even have any money to pay for it.” I imagine DRBA had to pay money to buy this
property; on the other hand, the cave monk did not pay a single penny. However,
Elder Min was very happy to give the land to the cave monk, and even sent his son
to be his disciple.

How old did the cave monk live to be? He lived to be ninety-nine years old, and
in the end, he sat on a boulder and entered Firelight Samadhi, and his body went
up in huge flames. The people around him thought the fire would destroy his body
completely, but after the fire died down, his physical body was still intact. Elder
Min said, “I knew from the start that Great Master Kim Kyo-gak had great spiritual
powers that no ordinary cultivator could compare with. I should have become his
disciple, but now that the Master has passed away, what should I do?” He went on to
take refuge with his own son and left the home life under his guidance. His son was
Earth Store Bodhisattva’s disciple, and after Elder Min left the home life, he became
his son’s disciple.

Why did I tell this story? Because Chapter 11, The Dharma Protection of an Earth
Spirit says: Earth Store Bodhisattva has great affinities with beings in Jambudvipa.

$0To be continued





