The Analects of Confucius
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Lectures by the Venerable Master Hua

English translation by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong
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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

(9) The Master said, “A scholar who resolves to pursue the Way and yet
considers it disgraceful to wear ragged robes and eat coarse food is not worth

engaging in discussion.”

The Master said, “A scholar who resolves to pursue the Way.” The character
4> (shi) means ‘scholar’. In ancient times, people who devoted themselves to
studying and learning from the classics were known as ‘12" or ‘4= A (shi rén).
While there are people who resolve to pursue the Way, there are also those who
do not, so we have to look at the opposite aspect as well. What does ‘resolve’
mean? It refers to the determination that we, as people, must have in order to
attain a certain goal. It is a guiding principle, a purpose and a plan. Whatever
it is that we hope to accomplish, we must have the resolution to see it through
from beginning to end. The scholars of that time all set their hearts on the
Way. Here, the “Way’ refers to the way of being a person. It is not the way of
attaining Buddhahood or the way of becoming a deity or god. It is the way of
accomplishing one’s humanity.

What is the reason? It is because the aim of Confucianism is to teach

people how to conduct themselves properly as human beings. Taoism talks
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about becoming gods and celestials and is concerned about the cultivation of
immortality. Buddhism, on the other hand, teaches living beings to become
Buddhas. All these teachings talk about the “Way' but they mean different
things. As for the scholars, some resolve to learn how to be upright individuals
while others learn how to become ‘ghosts’ instead. A ‘ghost’ thinks about how to
reap benefits and advantages for himself in whatever he does, whereas a ‘person’
thinks about benefitting other people. The two are direct opposites.

And yet considers it disgraceful to wear ragged robes and eat coarse food
is not worth engaging in discussion. As a person, one should not detest simple,
coarse food and rough, shabby clothes. Here, the character ‘B2’ (&) does not
mean ‘evil’ but refers to something being worthless and of no value, very cheap
and crude. Indeed, coarse food does not have much flavor and ragged robes
do not make the wearer look nice, but if someone wants to learn how to be an
upright individual, then he should not take a dislike towards them. Having the
resolve to pursue the Way is to learn how to conduct oneself as a proper person.

The character ‘B (ch 1) means ‘to feel disgraceful’ or ‘have a sense of
shame’. Wearing ragged clothes, one feels that one is not beautiful or good-
looking and is lacking in style. Eating coarse food, one also feels that they are not
nutritious enough and are a detriment to one’s health — very shameful indeed!
These are indications of an extremely strong sense of ‘self” because they are forms
of self-benefit. If a person does not feel shameful under such circumstances, that
means he cherishes good intentions to benefit others!

On the other hand, if a person feels terribly disgraceful in having to eat
coarse food and wear ragged clothes, then you cannot possibly discuss with him
the principles of humanity. Absolutely no way! Why? It is because his scope
of mind is centered on selfishness, self-benefit, secking, greed and contention.
Since he has transgressed all the Six Guidelines of the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, what is the point of talking to him?

(10) The Master said, “A gentleman, in his approach to the ways of the
world, does not express his approval or disapproval arbitrarily, but makes

objective assessments based on the principle of righteousness.

The Master said. Confucius said this. A gentleman, in his approach to the ways
of the world. Regardless of whatever person, matter or thing that he comes across
in the entire world, a gentleman does not express his approval or disapproval
arbitrarily. He does not harbor any prejudice and is not attached to any views.
Whether it is interacting with people or undertaking any task, he does not insist
that things must or must not be done in a certain way. The character “#’ is

> <+44>

pronounced as ‘Hf’ (di) and means ‘to permit’ or ‘to approve’. ‘B2’ (mo) means
‘not permitted” or ‘disapprove’. Being flexible does not mean that he is one who
goes whichever way the wind blows, with no definite views of his own and

lacking direction. He has his own principles though. And what are they?

sdTo be continued
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