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68. Endurance Gives Way to Spiritual Powers

The Venerable Master once said, “If people can guide, develop and train boys
before the age of sixteen, and girls before the age of fourteen, these children
are more likely to attain the Five Eyes and the Six Spiritual Powers.” When the
Venerable Master was in Manchuria, there were six teenage disciples whom he
taught and all of them attained the Five Spiritual Powers. They even followed

the Venerable Master to rescue people in Manchuria.

Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words:

There was once a fourteen-year-old boy who trusted me a lot. He wished to
learn the spiritual powers and so he came to be my attendant for over a hundred
days. I said: “If you want to have spiritual powers, you need to first endure
suffering. Only when you can endure suffering can you have spiritual powers.
If you cannot endure suffering, then you won’t be able to attain the powers. I
assigned tasks of “suffering” for him to endure and he had to endure what he
previously could not: he had to renounce what he could not renounce, eat what
he could not eat, and take what he could not take. Every day he had some kind
of suffering to bear.

One day, we stayed at a layperson’s house. Usually, wherever we stayed, we
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would meditate for two hours before sleeping. That day, probably because
he was too tired, after sitting in meditation for one hour, he laid down to
sleep. I went to him and grabbed his pillow and threw it to the ground.
He knew that I didn’t allow him to lie down, so he got up and meditated
again until I rested. Another time, while walking on the road in the rain,
we saw a piece of pastry on the ground. It was as thick as a piece of bread
and soaked by the rain. He said, “Master, there is a piece of pastry on the
road.” I said, “Go pick it up and eat it.” He smiled at me but did nothing.
After walking for over a mile, I told him, “Every day you seck the spiritual
powers. Today, if you had picked up and ate the piece of pastry, then you
would have the spiritual powers. It is a pity that you did not do it.” He
said, “Then I will go back to eat it.” I said, “After I revealed the secret, the
magic no longer holds its effect. Even if you eat it now, it is still useless.”
He began to cry as soon as he heard my words. I said, “Take it easy, take
it easy; you still have chances in the future.”

Five months later, he suddenly understood everything. He attained
the spiritual powers of the Heavenly Eyes, the Heavenly Ears, the
Recollection of Past Lives, and the rest of the Five Spiritual Powers, except
for the sixth one, the Extinction of the Outflows. He could also read that
other people’s minds. He was that powerful. Why could he have such
quick attainment of the spiritual powers? It was because he was a youth (a
teenager), therefore he was very fast in his cultivation. However, this is not
easy. In Manchuria, I once nurtured and developed six people like him.
But ever since coming to American, I don't know how they are doing in
China. If I had six people like them to help me here, then people would
naturally believe in me without my asking.

When I was in Manchuria, I had another young disciple. He was
about fourteen-years-old. Although he was young, he had great spiritual
powers. He could go to the Heaven and enter the earth. He had the Five
Eyes, but had not attained the Extinction of Outflows; if he had, then
he would have realized the fruition of Arhatship. One day he went up to
the Heavens to have fun. The celestial demon was very fond of him and
locked him up in the demon’s palace. The palace was extremely fine and
exquisitely beautiful, as if it was made of crystal.

Because he had the Five Eyes, he saw his Dharma-body was in Heaven
and he was unable to get back down to earth. He said to me, “Master, I
went to the Heaven; but I cannot come back.” I asked him, “Who told
you to go there?” He said, “I thought it was a fine place to go and was a lot
of fun, so I wanted to take a look. I did not expect people in the Heaven
to keep me from coming back.” “It is fine that you want to play, but you
should not have gone to that place, because it is the place of the Heavenly
demons in the Six Desire Heavens. He specializes in bringing the ruin
of cultivators’ samadhi.” He became terrified and said, “The demon king
locked me up and prevented me from coming back; what should I do?” I
said, “Don’t be afraid, I will bring you back.” I recited the five great core

mantra lines from the Shurangama Mantra, and the demon’s palaces were
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shattered immediately and he was free to come back. This was a real experience.

Every day, I led over twenty disciples in reciting the Grear Compassion
Mantra. Each time we knelt for two hours to recite it. There were no flowers
in the room originally, but after we had recited the Mantra over two hundred
times, the room was pervaded with fragrance — a fragrance that was nowhere to
be found in the human world. We had never experienced such fragrance. One
of my disciples smelled the fragrance while he was reciting the Grear Compassion
Mantra. The more he smelled, the more fragrant it became. He said, “Ahh, ahh,
really really fragrant.” I said, “What are you doing?” He said, “So fragrant!” I
told him, “Focus on your recitation of the Grear Compassion Mantra, and don’t
run after and be attached to aromas.”

Later in their lives, they all obtained some responses in their cultivation.
Their wisdom grew and brightened, their capacity of mind expanded, and they
understood all dharmas. Thereafter, I wanted these young men to come out of
China, but it was a pity that they could not leave behind their families. Later,
they also lost their wisdom and spiritual powers and became no different from

ordinary people.

50 7To be continued

Cultivating the Way is like climbing up a-hundred-foot pole. It’s easy to slip
down but hard to go up. How difficult is it? It’s as hard as climbing up to the
sky. Therefore, if one cannot break through this state during cultivation, it is
very easy to catch a demon.

The reason why one would catch a demon is because of one wrong
thought. As a result, heavenly demons and externalists would enter
your heart - all because you have one evil thought. If you maintain
in your mind proper thoughts, the Buddha and you become one.
The Sixth Patriarch Sutra says, “Lost and confused, the demons own
the house; seeing true and straight, the Buddha’s in the home.” With
proper thoughts, the Buddha is in the home. As evil thoughts occur, the
demon owns the home. This is what it’s meant. Therefore, if we have a
tiny deviant thought of contention, greed or seeking, demon king will
own your home. If you do not fight, not be greedy, do not seek, do not
be selfish or do not seek personal advantages, any demons or goblins

will have no chance to come and disturb you.

By Ven. Master Hsuan Hua
English Translation by Bhikshuni Jin Jing
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