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Venerable Vasubandhu
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on August 29, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

&3 - BRWA - —RAREA - 7Kg
195 - 7RERPTER

—+iBERK - BERE : [IEEPEAEE
BRT - IEHEF -1 KRB : T3
EM¥55E - @AY < ) #88) : UED
BEER! | RE : TEERER
17 > TEKIXED < J

8 : THARRKRE - MAREEE - BR
TS o MRS - BMARYL - AR
R BA—E > MAEER - IWVEFT
5 B2E5E -

EEEHS - RWRE - ALK&
FIRE - SEERE - IBESS¥0
8 leARME - ORINEREE - 2
Ak - PEKTSA -

SRE—EL > SUERHIEE !
Ry ? 5 RKiE—EBSURE S
AN 225 AR A > Bt AR M 2250
o 5B RAVHATRIEE = — Ry

BIOGRAPHIES r)\ Y &

The Venerable Vasubandhu was a native of the city of Rajagrha. He ate only one
meal a day and never lay down to sleep. In the six periods of the day and night,
he bowed to the Buddhas. He was a place of refuge for the multitudes.

The twentieth patriarch came to where he was and questioned the assembly,
“Can this ascetic attain the Buddha Way through the cultivation of Brahma
conduct?” Those in the assembly replied. “Our teacher is so vigorous, how could
he fail?” The Patriarch said, “Your teacher is far from the Way.” The assembly
asked. “What virtuous conduct do you have, Venerable One, amassed that allows
you to ridicule our teacher?”

The Patriarch replied, “I do not seek the Way, nor am I upside-down. I do
not bow to the Buddhas, nor do I slight them. I do not always sit, nor am I lazy.
I do not eat only once a day, nor do I eat casually. The Way can be described as
being the mind that does not desire anything.”

When the Venerable Vasubandhu heard that, he brought forth non-outflow
wisdom. The patriarch then transmitted the Dharma to him. Afterwards he went
to the country of Magadha where he met Manorhita. He then made his body rise
to a height of half a yojana and settled as if on a mountain peak. The four-fold
assembly gazed up at him and begged him to return. But he sat in full lotus and
departed.

Commentary:
Everyone should pay very close attention to this lesson. Why do I say that? It is
because today’s text could easily be used in a back-handed way by those who prattle,

using pseudo-chan banter to fool others. Therefore, you must find the intent behind
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the dialogue between the twentieth and the twenty-first patriarchs. It
certainly isn’t the case that we can learn how to talk like them and then
use such banter to cheat others, pretending to be patriarchs ourselves.
Certainly not!

Only those who are qualified may speak as they do. Those who are
not qualified must not banter in this way. What makes a person qualified?
Such a one must be able to transmit the Mind Seal of the Buddhas and
take up the responsibility of continuing the Buddhas’ work. Anyone
incapable of continuing the Buddhas’ work must not speak like this.

The Venerable Vasubandhu was a native of the city of Rajagrha.
This twenty-first patriarch—Venerable Vasubandhu—was from India.

He ate only one meal a day and never lay down to sleep. Before
this Venerable One even met the twentieth patriarch, he was already
taking only one meal a day. And he practiced always sitting and never
lying down. Some people mistakenly describe never lying down as never
sleeping. But that is not correct. Never lying down does not mean never
sleeping. Never lying down means sitting up to sleep. It is not easy for a
person to go without sleep. So don’t be muddled or unclear about this.
Some people who are unable to speak clearly, some people who don't
grasp the concept, and some people who draw hasty conclusions come
up with the idea that never lying down means not sleeping. They have
basically failed to understand the meaning of never lying down. You
must understand that people are people, after all. They can’t do without
sleep. Eating, sleeping, and wearing clothes are daily essentials that people
cannot do without. That’s why saying that never lying down means never
sleeping is a false rumor and absolutely wrong,.

When I was in Taiwan recently, someone came to talk to me about
Venerable Elder Guang Qin, known as the “fruit monk.” What was this
person’s criticism? He said, “Aiiiahh!” He started with that exclamation.

“What?” I responded.

“He eats rice gruel!” The person was informing me that the fruit
monk was now eating rice gruel. His implication was that by eating rice
gruel, the Venerable Guang Qin had committed a grave offense! He had
broken the precepts! He had stopped being a vegetarian! He had fallen!
That’s what this person was getting at.

Actually, there was nothing unusual at all about this. The Venerable
Guang Qin is advanced in age, and it is absolutely appropriate that
he eats rice gruel. Besides which, whether he ate rice gruel or not was
entirely his own business. No one had any right to interfere with him.
What he eats and does not eat has to do with his vows. The Buddha’s
precepts do not prohibit people from eating rice or rice gruel. To think
otherwise is totally unreasonable! So why do some people make a big
deal out of something so small and criticize him and find fault with him?

They assume what they are accustomed to is right.
#0To be continued





