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How can they hear it? Because
the sound is pro-found and
wonderful, an inconceivable
state. It is heard in the heavens,
and it is also heard in the hells
— everywhere.

Of his orderly exposition,
will all come to listen. He
expounds on the teachings in
an orderly fashion, elaborating
on them and following a
logical progression. He doesn’t
forget any of the steps, but
follows them in order, going
right through the prose and

Verse.

Sutra:

All the dragons, female
dragons, yakshas, female
yakshas, gandharvas, female
gandharvas, asuras, female

female

garudas, kinnaras, female

asuras, garudas,
kinnaras, mahoragas, and
female mahoragas, in order
to hear the Dharma, will
draw near him and reverently

make offerings to him.

Commentary:

And all the gods, dragons,
and female dragons, and all in
the eightfold division. Saying
“dragon” by itself refers to male
dragons. “Female dragons”
refers to the dragon girls.

Yakshas and female
yakshas, the speedy ghosts.
Both the men and women are
really ugly. The yakshas are so
ugly that if you ever see one
you will be terrified. They can
scare you to death!

Gandharvas and female

gandharvas, the musical
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spirits from the court of the Jade Emperor; asuras
and female asuras; garudas and female garudas;
kinnaras and female kinnaras; mahoragas and
female mahoragas, the big snakes,

In order to hear the Dharma even though some
of them are pretty ugly, will draw near him and
reverently make offerings to him. Because he speaks
the Dharma with such a profound and wonderful
sound, they all want to come and listen; they want
to bow to him, make offerings of various articles to
him, or perhaps offer heavenly sweet dew that they
stole or “borrowed” from the heavens. However, if you
steal things and then offer them to your teacher, that’s
wrong. Why? Because by your stealing, we both break
the precepts. If I accept such an offering, I become an
accomplice. I don’t take such offerings. I don’t have
that kind of a disciple right now, but I am telling you
in advance. Otherwise, if you have no way to make
offerings to me you might think, “Tll steal a little
something. That way I'll get a little merit.” There’s no
merit in that. Today I am explaining this principle to
all of you.

In China, in Hangzhou, there was an Arhat
named Jigong who told his disciples to steal from
their Dharma-uncles, that is, from his own Dharma-
brothers. He said, “Steal from your friends, not from
strangers.” But I am telling you not to steal from
either one. The reason he told them to steal from his
Dharma brothers is that he saw they were placing too
much importance on money. They couldn’t put it
down, so he had his own disciples steal it away from

them.

Sutra:

The Bhikshus and Bhikshunis; Upasakas and
Upasikas; kings, princes, ministers, and retinues;
minor wheel-turning kings; and great wheel-
turning kings with their seven treasures, thousands
of sons, and their inner and outer retinues will all

ride their palaces there to listen to the Dharma.

Commentary:

Not only the heavenly dragons and the eightfold
the Bhikshus and Bhikshunis;
Upasakas, men who are at home, and Upasikas,

division, but

women who are at home. .
0 To be continued
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