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Scattered flowers — To scatter flowers in the
air is another adornment as well as a gesture of
respect. Incense paste and scattered flowers
perfumed and radiating light everywhere.
There were all kinds of adornment in the city.
Hundreds of thousands of billions of
gates were embellished with jewels. In this
city Blazing Radiance, there were millions and
billions of the gates, all embellished with
jewels. In front of each of gates hung forty-
nine precious $ila banners in orderly array.
These banners, auspicious and cooling, were
lined up very neatly in rows and columns as a

net is also made so.

Sutra:

Moreover, there were hundreds of thousands
of billions of parks all around it. Therein,
there were various kinds of blended incense
as well as the fragrance of mani trees. Their
fragrance perfumed everywhere. A multitude
of birds sang in harmony, delighting all those
who heard them.

Commentary:

Moreover, outside of this city Blazing
Radiance, there were hundreds of thousands of
billions of parks all around it. Therein, there
were various kinds of blended incense as well
as the fragrance of mani trees. Their fragrance
perfumed everywhere. Their fragrance reached
all around, both in the forest and the city. A
multitude of birds, each chirping its own tune,
sang in harmony, delighting all those who
heard them.

Sutra:

Among the residents in that great city, none
had not attained supernatural abilities due
to their good karma. They traveled through
the sky like gods. Whatever they wished for

would appear according to their thoughts.

Commentary:
Among the residents in that great city,

none had not attained supernatural abilities
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due to their good karma. All those in Blazing Radiance had done
good deeds in the past. Due to this karmic result, all of them had
supernatural abilities.

They traveled through the sky like gods.

anywhere they wanted and return whenever they would like to — and

They could go

they did not need to buy an airplane ticket! In all their movements,
they were just like the gods. So, those of you who like to travel should
quickly cultivate so that you can obtain such abilities and be reborn
in such a city.

Whatever they wished for would appear according to their
thoughts. Whatever they desired would appear upon a single
thought. If they thought about clothes, clothes would appear. If they
thought about food, food would come. Whatever they wanted would
appear. What an efficacious response! The blessings of the gods are

truly beyond all thought and words.

Sutra:

To the south of that great city was a city of gods, called Adorned
with Trees and Flowers. To the right of that city was a big city of
dragons, called Ultimate. And next to that was a city of yaksas,
called Supremely Wonderful Banner of Vajra. Next to that was
a city of gandharvas, called Marvelous Palace. Next to that was
a city of asuras, called Jeweled Wheel. Next to that was a city of
garudas, called Adorned with Wonderful Gems.

Commentary:
To the south of that great city Blazing Radiance was a city where
gods lived, called Adorned with Trees and Flowers.

To the right of that city was a big city where dragons lived,
called Ultimate.

And next to that was a city inhabited by ghost called yaksas,
called Supremely Wonderful Banner of Vajra. These cities were all
inhabited by the gods, dragons, and others of the eight-fold divisions.
So now we have this city with yaksas as inhabitants, called Supremely
Wonderful Banner of Vajra. Yaksas are a kind of very ugly ghosts.
There are yaksas traveling on earth and those traveling by air. They are
also known as “swift ghosts”, because they move very fast.

Next to that was a city of gandharvas, called Marvelous Palace.
Gandharvas are the celestial beings who serve as the musicians of
Sakra, the chief of gods. Gandharvas are also called “incense sniffers”,
because when Sakra wishes to hear them play music, he burns a
special kind of incense, and its fragrance draws them to him. Then
they all come and dance and entertain Sakra with their music.

Next to that was a city inhabited by ugly beings, the asuras, who
are also called flying gods. This city was called Jeweled Wheel.
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Next to that was a city where garudas, a kind of large golden winged
birds lived, called Adorned with Wonderful Gems.

Sutra:

Next to that was a city of kimnaras called Happy and Playful. Next
was a city of mahoragas, called Vajra Banner. Next to that was a city
of Brahma heaven kings, called Array of Wondrous Adornments. It
went on like this, totaling hundreds of thousands of billions of cities.
Each one of those cities was surrounded by hundreds of thousands of

billions of towers with limitless adornments.

Commentary:

Next to that was a city of kimnaras which was called Happy and
Playful because these gods too are Sakra’s musicians, they too dance.

Next was a city of great snakes, mahoragas, which was called Vajra
Banner. Next to that was a city of Brahma heaven kings, called Array
of Wondrous Adornments.

It went on like this with all those cities, totaling hundreds of
thousands of billions of cities. Each one of those cities was surrounded
by hundreds of thousands of billions of towers with limitless and
boundless marvelous jewels as adornments.

And there were others such as those cities just mentioned above,
hundreds of thousands of billions in all. Each one of those cities had
hundreds of thousands of billions of pavilions completely encircling
it, all limitlessly adorned. In each city, there were millions hundreds of
thousands of billions of pavilions circling around. Each city and every

pavilions was adorned by countless and limitless wondrous jewels.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, in the great forest Wheels of Mani Flowers
and Branches, there was a Place of Awakening named Everywhere
Illuminating Jeweled Flowers. It was adorned throughout with
various magnificent jewels. Wheels of mani flowers were blooming in

profusion everywhere.

Commentary:

In this passage, the Bodhisattva Universal Goodness again calls out,
“Disciples of the Buddha, in the great forest Wheels of Mani Flowers
and Branches, there was a Place of Awakening, a place for teachings
of Dharma, named Everywhere Illuminating Jeweled Flowers. These
jeweled flowers shone in the ten directions. This Place of Awakening was
adorned throughout with various magnificent jewels. Wheels of mani

flowers were blooming in profusion everywhere.

s0To be continued
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