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You were on your own; no one
even knew you were studying.
After ten years of bitter study, you
went for the examination. Because
you studied so hard for ten years,
you were really well-versed and
had wisdom. You passed the test
with flying colors and gained the
top-scholar  position, zhuang-
yuan. ‘Then everybody knew
who you were. No one knew you
before, and that was bitter. Now
it’s sweet.

All of you have studied the
Buddhadharma for two or three
years, and no one knew about it.
Today you went out to lecture
and spoke fluent English and
Chinese. The Chinese people
probably understood at least
half of what you said, and the
Americans more than that. “Oh,
look at those Dharma Masters-
-the two Bhikshunis and three
Bhikshus!” Having suffered some
bitterness, now everyone knows
who you are. “They can recite the
Shurangama Mantra, the Heart
Sutra and Amitabha Buddha’s
name!” That’s really rare among
Western people. 1 dare say that
outside of the Buddhist Lecture
Hall, there isnt anyone who can
recite the Shurangama Mantra.
That’s certain, unless someone
dropped in out of the heavens.
Do you believe that? You'd better
believe it. If you don’t believe it, I
am going to insist that you believe
it. Would you say that’s fierce or
not?

‘When they come in contact
with his tongue will change into
things of superior flavor, like
heavenly sweet dew, the heavenly

medicine of immortality. Partake
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of it, and you will not die. Why do the gods have such long
life spans?

Because they take in the sweet dew Dharma food. It’s
really sweet, sweeter than apple juice, orange juice, or any
other kind of juice. Would you like some? If you would,
youd better study the Buddhadharma. Study for a while,
and when I see that you are studying hard and are very
obedient, that you believe with no doubts at all, then I will
give you some sweet dew so you don’t die. Then you will
know what “wonderful” means. When you get some sweet
dew, you can be young forever and live as long as the gods.

None will not be flavorful. When food reaches the
mouth of the Dharma Master who upholds this Sutra,
whether it is good or bad, it will be very good. So even the
most rotten food can turn to superior flavors. You can even
drink the water someone has washed his feet in!

If he lectures amidst the great assembly. He uses his
tongue, not his nose. He could use his nose, but it wouldn’t
come out as clearly. He would know what he was saying,
but the audience might have trouble. It’s best to speak with
your tongue and not your nose. You can also talk with your
eyes.

“Now, that I don’t believe,” you say.

I don’t believe it either. No one should believe it.

His sound will be profound and wonderful,
penetrating their minds and causing them all to be joyful
and happy. It is profound and wonderful, and so you don’t
believe it. If the sound were shallow and superficial, you
would have no trouble believing it.

You say that this is difficult to believe because it is
profound and wonderful; as a result, you don’t understand
it.

It is profound and wonderful because it penetrates
your mind. How does it penetrate? Profoundly and
won~der-fully. All are happy and joyful because it is
profound and wonderful. Not knowing why, you are happy
and laugh, and you make up your mind to come to the
lecture again. Then you make a phone call to ask who is
lecturing. Happy! Listening to the Sutra makes you happier
than eating sweet dew.

Further, all the gods and goddesses, Shakra, Brahma,
and all the gods, hearing these profound and wonderful
sounds. In lecturing on the Sutras, even the gods hear it.

They say, “There is a Dharma Master lecturing down there!”

5 To be continued
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