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Commentary:
Hundreds of of billions

of cities completely surrounded it. Many

thousands
different kinds of living beings live in them.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, east of that forest
was a great city, called Blazing Radiance.
It was governed by a human king. It was
surrounded by hundreds of thousands of
billions of cities, which was made of pure and
wonderful jewels. The area of the city is seven
thousand yojanas in length and width. Its
walls made of the seven precious stones and
the armory towers for repelling enemies were
very beautiful. Fragrant water filled up to the
rim of the city moat, inlaid with the seven

jewels.

Commentary:

Disciples of the Buddha, east of that forest
was a great city, called Blazing Radiance. It was
governed by a human king. The Bodhisattva
Universal Goodness further said to all the great
Bodhisattvas, Disciples of the Buddha, east of
that forest was a great city.

There was a big city called Blazing
Radiance, to the east of the forest named
“Wheels of Mani Flowers and Branches”. It was
governed by a human king, a wheel-turning
king among people. There are four kinds of
wheel-turning  kings: golden wheel-turning
kings, silver wheel-turning kings, copper wheel-
turning kings, and iron wheel-turning kings. A
golden wheel-turning king governs the entire
world system, all the four great continents; a
silver wheel-turning king governs three great
continents; a copper wheel-turning king governs
two, and an iron wheel-turning king governs
one great continent.

It was surrounded by hundreds of
thousands of billions of cities, which was
made of pure and wonderful jewels. An
incalculable number of cities encircled the city
Blazing Radiance, which was made of precious

and rare gems.
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The area of the city is seven thousand yojanas in length and
width. There are three length of yojanas: small, medium, and large.
One small yojana is equal to twelve miles, a medium yojana is twenty
miles, and a large one is twenty-four miles. What is mentioned here
certainly refers to large yojanas. You could imagine how large that
city was!

Its walls made of the seven precious stones and the armory
towers for repelling enemies were very beautiful. The city was
surrounded by two layers of walls, interior and exterior. The exterior
walls were made of seven kinds of jewels. Armory towers and soldier’s
quarter were build on the city walls to prevent the invasion from
enemies. Soilders could also rest in the soilders’ quarter so they
were prepared for any attacks. These armory towers were very tall,
magnificent and beautiful. Fragrant water filled up to the rim of the

city moat, inlaid with the seven jewels.
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We are here studying sutras together, not just me talking, everyone
of you has the responsibility to give lectures. No matter who you are,
should first study the sutras before listening to lectures. Look up any
terms you do not understand. If not so, you will never understand.
If you first look them up, then you will be able to tell when I make
a mistake in my lecture. But as for this term, my explanation may
be simple, but not wrong. Or if I talk about one of its meaning,
not the other, you cannot say that I am wrong. If my explanation is
a complete misunderstanding of its meaning, then this can be said
to be wrong, but you cannot say I am wrong just because I give a
simple explanation. When I lectured on the Shastra on the gate to
understanding a hundred Dharmas, Guo Hu thought I was wrong
because I skipped some parts. If I do not want to talk about it, then
I just skip, but this is not wrong. Or sometimes I just covered a little
bit of the meaning and did not explain too much, it was because the
time was limited, and I did not want to talk about it in detail, this also
cannot be said to make a mistake.

Giving lecture only by me takes a lot energy. I spend a lot of
time in lecturing, but you forget them afterwards. This way, you
won’t gain much benefit. Therefore you have to understand the
sutra before my lecture. Those who truly investigate Buddhadharma
and listen to sutra lectures do things like that. Why did we buy so
many Commentary and sub-commentary on Avatamaska Sutra?® It is
for everyone to preview the text. You should study wherever you do
not understand before the lecture. It does not need too much time.
One hour of time will do. You do not have to study the parts you
have already understood. For any sentence or new terms you do not
understand, make sure you understand them beforechand. It is the

best way to study the Buddhadharma. Otherwise, you won’t be able



HHOCHTIREZE ~ WA AL -

B RE - RBEEE - 9YRE - SRFE -
SRRE  REDT © ARERED - IR -
CEEE - SRIER - BHEMR - BEYR -
REHLE : F& - BFE - FEHP - BEER
AREDABPY - ASERERR : ——PIAT - BB+
B REERFETI -

COESEIEE O TEREEE « VI -
FIZE | @ EKTREER T - IEER
5 > VIR R o SRR O -

FRBRE  BREROAT 0 LURERER ¢ iE e
FEHL IS B FTRRAY ¢ FEVURR AT B A - 5 RysfE
BEHIEHET o "B AR > TEESE )  HINL
HIRZHIE 2R > BB T - Y
VU EGEE o TR BEHE L, - HE

HY e B AR - H RV S G R - T
YR > sRMEH E ¢ SCETERSEORIEN > 5k
PR EMESRTY B2 -

TR, ER O E O HEETE
B VDR RN ERE R EE T
WL NIRRT B - ARV AR E 2
RS - ek By - O BRI
Y el R - EEEEEET LR
Hy > EEEEIT L ETFER T -
iEEE Y — RS o EIEE A R TR B
g ? EEHPE RN - RNAMFIAEZ T4
Ff#r A= &roilet paper » BEH FHE—15 - fifT—&
FREMRIZERY » 55— E T2 AR AR EE
FEHY o Pt DAt M SRR it - H S TR 2
—4 o EAEEZAIMEL /KA T > HRL
HE—ET > BEE I - ERENERT—
MRS > FEBRENAEERIRAE -

WMAEHENIMRBEEE T » MEREHATA
AT EAEE - EEfEEN - HARLE
BAEZEHEERR > BRMEEENHAAL
NEH SRR RS =TSR
AR > BT DR g SRR o BAE R
HARER - BERZEREERA - REYFT%
& IR A By > BEE B —&
R E B A K ——RMI A LB —
5 -

to give lectures regardless how many years I have lectured for you. If you
can lecture, then I will just follow you and add to it. If you want to know

the details in depth, you will have to put more efforts in study.

Sutra:

Everywhere, the city was ornamented with utpala flowers, padma
flowers, kumuda flowers, and pundarika flowers which were all
made from various kinds of gems. Seven rings of precious tala trees
surrounded it. Its palaces and buildings were adorned with jewels and
draped with various kinds of wonderful nets. Fragrance from incense
paste and scattered flowers perfumed and radiating light everywhere.
Hundreds of thousands of billions of gates were embellished with
jewels. In front of each of gates hung forty-nine precious $ila banners

in orderly array.

Commentary:

Everywhere, the city was ornamented with utpala flowers, blue
lotuses, padma flowers, red lotuses, kumuda flowers, yellow lotuses,
and pundarika flowers, white lotuses, which were made from various
kinds of gems. Seven rings of precious tala trees surrounded the city
on the outside. Its palaces and buildings in the city were all adorned
with jewels. Various kinds of wonderful net draped over it in the sky.

Incense paste and scattered flowers -Incense paste is used by
applying a small amount of incense on the hands, not smearing the entire
bag all over one’s hand. It is like women putting make-up on their faces.
Some women use make-up such as powders or lipsticks to create artificial
beauty. In this case a small amount of incense was used on clean hands
in order to make offerings to the Buddha. Using incense paste was an
Indian custom. Why do Indians need to use incense like this? Because in
the old times, they did not use toilet paper after using the toilet . They
used their left hand instead of using toilet paper. They used their right
hand for eating and their left hand for cleaning themselves. So when
they are about to make offerings to the Buddha, they will first wash their
hands, then rub some incense paste on the hands. Applying incense on
one’s hands is also a gesture of respect. It is an Indian custom as well as
that of Buddhists.

Nowadays Indians do not use incense paste anymore. They do not
use the incense after going to the toilet whether they use hands to wipe
themselves or not. Sloppy, isn't it? However, the ritual of using incense
paste still exists in Japan, although I do not think ordinary Japanese
know how to do it. This practice still exists at Mount Tongtong, because
there they deeply study the esoteric school. When I came back from my
recent trip from Japan, I brought back a lot of incense paste, around a
dozen boxes. If anyone of you who have not seen it and want to take a
look — just like Guo Yu who wanted to see the ritual of fire-making —

you can take a look. 5010 be continued
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