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All Buddhas,

Venerable Master, Dharma Masters,

Bodhisattvas,

and all good knowing advisors,
Amitofo. Tonight, I'm going to talk
about my experience here at CTTB.

The last time I came up to
speak, I was 14 and a student at
our girls school. It was a Chinese
class assignment, so I just wrote
with pure honesty. I briefly went
through each year of my experience
and said that although I was the
one that wanted to come here at
the beginning, I wanted to leave
by the first month. However, my
parents wanted me to stay because
they were happy I was in a safe,
cultivating environment. I begged
to leave every single year and even
hoped I'd get sick or something bad
enough to have an excuse to leave.
I swore to my classmates I would
never come back... And now I am a
teacher at the school.

There is a saying that one
doesnt truly understand  the
suffering of a parent until he/she
becomes one. I think the same can
be applied to being a teacher. I used
to think since teachers and students
are in school for the same amount
of hours and share similar routines,
the workload is similar. But now
having become a teacher myself, I've
learned that the social, mental, and
physical aspects become completely
different. There is so much more
involved in teaching because all
of a sudden, I care. I care that my
students get my instructions, that
the work is balanced, interesting,
and conducive to their growth.

As a DVGS student, in
the beginning, I was really
inconsiderate towards everyone,

I had failing grades, and I even

HY R &8 2 o< =0 Oi

buiyoea| Aq a7 e yonoy

B 2B N2014511 A 78 & 0 % 3 KB

Spoken by Kim Duong
at the Buddha Hall of CTTB
on November 7, 2014
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resented people for trying to reach out to me. Most of all, I
hated the hierarchical system. I'd grown up really independent
and didn’t take any kind of comments from anyone. My first
day, during the dorm orientation, a senior asked me to stand
up so she could move the bench out, but only said, “Hey Kim,
stand up.” I nonchalantly asked why. She responded by pulling
out the bench, thinking I would understand, but I didn’t and
shouted at her, “What is your problem?!” It seems so ridiculous
now, but at the time, I couldn’t stand her.

Simple moments like that set me off throughout the first
months; I ignored everyone and most people ignored me. One
day, a teacher named Heng Jen Shi came up to me and started
asking me about my life. I remember thinking, “That’s none of
your business.” But she persisted. She then became my math
teacher, so I was stuck with seeing the nun that wouldn’t leave
me alone everyday. On top of that, I was really behind on
math, so I had to get tutoring every night during lecture.

I didn’t know it then, but she started noticing I didnt
understand anything about living in an Asian-Buddhist
community, from social etiquette to the order of respect. So
she took her time out to explain every minor detail to me.
Because of that, over time, I began to notice and understand
the efforts people were putting into helping me become a
better person, which then also fueled my drive to study. That
set me on a path where after leaving, I met long-lasting friends
and mentors, went to UCLA on a scholarship, studied abroad,
and was exposed to countless opportunities.

Being in college, I realized that DVGS well-prepared me
to be a functioning member of society... This is a little ironic
because all throughout high school, many of my classmates
and I felt that we were isolated from the real world. When
teachers would talk to us about the benefits of our lifestyle
or reprimand us using our future’s stability as the reason, we
would retort, “What do they know about the world? They live
here.” In actuality, being in a community taught me to live
with others and comprehend human nature.

When a friend was upset with me for being too loud as she
studied, I understood consideration. When grades came out,

I learned about pride and jealousy. When every action had an
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A Shramana asked the Buddha, "What is the greatest strength? What is the utmost brilliance?"

grow more peaceful and strong. Patient people, since they are not evil, will surely gain the respect of others.

you have attained omniscience, that may be called brilliance."

—The Sutra In Forty-two Sections

effect, negative or positive, I learned that we're all connected
at the core. I learned what hurt me and what made me laugh,
why I became angry and to trust myself. This built security and
confidence in my morals and ethics. But it had its drawbacks.

When I entered college, a friend asked me to go to a party
with drugs, another offered a fake ID so I could drink, and I said
no. I thus lost connection with most of my friends and realized
from then on, my decisions would impact my life much more
than they did in high school. I made new friends with similar
interests or rather, disinterests, that pushed me to be the best I
could be.

I started to be involved in my community and volunteer,
but that meant working with groups of human beings. This
naturally led to a lot of miscommunication and chaos and I
had to figure out how to communicate. Surprisingly, it came
naturally as I pulled from my experiences living with a dorm full
of adolescent girls.

My life and academics slowly started falling into place and
I eventually made it to graduation. Nearing graduation and
reflecting on my journey to that point, I decided to come back
to volunteer at the place where it all started.

Being at the girls school is sometime like being back in high
school. I still run to flag ceremony in the morning because I have
an announcement to make, I follow the school schedule, and I
still have to force myself to go to the evening recitation. Except
this time, I do it with gratitude. I look around and remember
that every teacher has good intentions and every student is
trying their best (or will eventually) to be the best version of
them they can be. I remember that were a volunteer-based
school, meaning the teachers are doing it for literally nothing
in return, except the joy of getting their instructions across and
the chance to give to the community. I've personally been very
fortunate to have diligent students and as the weeks pass, I've
noticed their improvements. These aspects cause me to want to
work hard in return.

However, in all honesty, these first months have been an
incredible struggle. When I decided to volunteer at the school,
I didn’t take into account that I was coming back to the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas; I saw it as coming back to the school. It
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The Buddha said, "Patience under insult is the greatest strength, because people who are patient do not harbor hatred, and they gradually

"When the mind's defilements are gone completely, so that it is pure and untainted, that is the utmost brilliance. When there is nothing,
from before the formation of the heavens and the earth until now, in any of the ten directions that you do not see, know, or hear; when
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is very easy to set the two aside as the only thing that reminds
me I'm in a Buddhist monastery is evening ceremony. I
battled the stress of preparing for classes, grading, having
enough energy for the girls, and transitioning back into the
City, which many of our alumni joke as being a job in itself.

And despite being around so many people a day, I
started to feel extremely lonely without anyone my age.

Students would ask, “Do you miss LA?” and immediately,

I would think with desperation, “Yes. So so much.” But I
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can appreciate the downs because they remind me of the
dedication of those in my adolescence. It reminds me
that when I was a lazy, rebellious student, so many people
addressed it with patience and compassion, although they
had their own issues. And that was when I realized how the
school is a great setting for cultivation and I wasn’t taking
advantage of it.

I thought to myself, “What do you mean I have to
become a better person? I don’t want to.” A teacher pointed
out to me that that is the ego speaking and I now agree.

Everyone is here to better ourselves and those in the world
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The way of an older brother should be gentle, just as younger brother should be respectful.
If brothers and sisters get along harmoniously, then it is clear they know how to be filial.
If we do not think of wealth as important, how could resentment arise

When words are both gentle and patient, bad feelings will naturally disappear.

While eating or drinking, or when walking or sitting.

Let those who are older go first, the younger ones should follow behind.

If an elder is looking for someone, we should look for that person for him.

If the person they want is not there, we should first respond to the call.

In speaking to those who are older, use the proper terms of respect.

When facing our teachers and elders, do not show off or try to look smart.

If we meet an elder on the road, we should quickly approach him and bow.

If the elder does not speak to us, we should respectfully stand aside.

When we riding on a horse or in a carriage and meet an elder walking on the road,

we should get down from the horse or carriage to greet him.

Having waited until the elder has passed us more than a hundred steps, we can then go on.

When an older person is standing, the young ones should not take a seat.
<< T We should wait till the elder is seated, and sit down only when we are told.
When talking in front of our elders, we should lower our voice.

But to speak so low that no one can hear us is not the appropriate way.

We should serve all our uncles as respectfully as we serve our own fathers.

We should be as friendly with our older cousins as we are with our own older brothers.

— “Standards for Students”
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