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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

Why not? It is because, at that time, his students were still not of sufficient
standard and had not started learning the high school syllabus. Therefore, it
was not appropriate for him to explain this dharma-door. What about Laozi
then? He understood a bit about Buddhism but he did not talk about it either
and, instead, expounded the principles of Taoism. What is the reason? It is also
because the people at that time had not reached the required level and would not
be able to accept the teachings of Buddhism.

Both Confucius and Laozi were the forerunners of Buddhism, just as how
the externalists paved the way for the orthodox schools, and deviant teachings
paved the way for the proper teachings. They arrived first to tidy up and clean
the place. As for the deviant teachings, their role is to give people’s minds a good
pounding, similar to the lashing of a wave, so as to unlock their wisdom. It is only
when the wisdom door has been pried open that people will be able to accept
the unsurpassed teachings of Buddhism. Therefore, if you were to use Buddhist
principles to explain Confucianism, that would not be very appropriate!

Why is it said that “If I could learn of the Way in the morning, I would
have no regrets dying in the evening?” Here, ‘no regrets dying’ does not refer

to ‘death’, so do not assume that the person actually died. On the contrary, it
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is an assessment of the relative importance of the “Way’ and of ‘death’. What
it means is that if you could learn about the Way of humanity, then that is far
more important than dying. If you know how to conduct yourself as a person,
then even if you have to die, you will not have any grievances. You may have
no objections to dying, but it does not mean that you actually have to die. All
of you must pay attention to this point! It is not a case of “I learn about the
Way first thing in the morning and then I commit suicide at night.” If you take
your own life, you will fall into the hells all the same. It is not that at all! This is
an issue of relative importance; in other words, learning the Way is of a higher
priority than dying. People attach great importance to the matter of birth and
death: They are extremely happy when there is a birth, but feel sorrowful and
afflicted when there is a death. The Way, however, is far more important than
the issue of birth and death.

Suppose you have understood the Way of humanity. What exactly is it? It
implies that you possess the qualities of public-mindedness and impartiality,
which also encompass the following ideals: Not giving rise to passions and lust,
not contending, not being greedy, not seeking, not being selfish, not pursuing
personal advantages, and not lying. These Six Guidelines of ours make sense
whether they are explained according to the principles of Buddhism, Taoism or
Confucianism. They are very practical and adaptable guidelines that conform
perfectly to logic.

Now, why is it that people in the past did not explain it as such? Let me tell
you something: This explanation was put forward by me. What is Buddhism
in the Scientific Age? It is just the Six Guidelines. This is scientific Buddhism
— extremely logical and very suitable to the requirements of ordinary people.
If all of you don’t believe me, just combine the teachings of Confucianism,
Taoism and Buddhism and you will find that their principles correspond with
one another. The three are one and each one encompasses all three. This is a
method that is most adaptable. What the Buddhist Vinaya talks about over and
over again is none other than the Six Guidelines.

Since Confucius has brought up the topic of the “Way’, we will certainly
have to explain the character 75’ (dio). It is a combination of the character °
B’ (sh 5 u), which means ‘head’, “first’ or ‘foremost’, and the character ‘Z&’
(z  u), which means ‘walk’ or ‘move’. What is the ‘first and foremost’ matter?
It is that you must go ahead and do it or practice it. If you do not put it into
action, then however much you talk about it will still be false and you are just
bluffing people! As the saying goes, “Mouthing words a feet long is not as good
as practicing an inch of it!” The difference can be as much as between ten and a
hundred, or even between one and a hundred. Therefore, the ‘78’ mentioned in
the line “If I could learn of the Way” refers to the Way of humanity. It is not any
other way, nor does it necessarily refer to the way of ending birth and death. If
you could perfectly comprehend the Way of humanity, that would be far more

important than your own birth and death.

50 To be continued
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