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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on August 23, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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M= B > B4 Es All good and evil circumstances, all conditioned and unconditioned phenomena,
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], -t EN=EE - EE B are but dreams or illusions.” All good dharmas, bad dharmas, conditioned dharmas,
SR dEEE SRR s unconditioned dharmas are as things in a dream. They are like bubbles or reflections.
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ELEESRER o The Venerable One accepted this teaching, sought to enter monastic life,
5 - and receive the complete precepts. The Patriarch transmitted the Great Dharma
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to him. Venerable Jayata took in the points of Dharma that the nineteenth patriarch
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ftl - s . ] . . passed the Great Dharma to Vasubandhu. After he transmitted the Dharma, he
TRAE - @R B(TEER sat upon the Dharma seat and peacefully returned to tranquility. He passed away
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BE o #EAZ% > TEIRE L > &4 The verse in praise of him composed by Master Hsu Yun says:

ikl EEEEDEEE BB o fRE SR The cycles of good and evil are brilliantly exact.

HELER T » 2R » BiE2IRE RN - Influenced by what he heard, He abandoned his old ways.

Dharmas do not come into being or cease to be,

spoke, whereupon he immediately bowed and requested to become a fully-ordained
monk. The nineteenth patriarch passed the Mind Seal Dharma to him.
After he received the Dharma, he went to Rajargha, another city in India, and

B0 EBE2EZF0iEE : Much like a wooden cock’s crow at dawn.
ETTHH > BRFZ This mighty individual is beyond fathoming,
S/E2pS , ROTEEIE] He opened his spiritual eyes and avoided outflows.
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BEBAA - ERRE ommentary:

The cycles of good and evil are brilliantly exact. The two rolling wheels of

good and of evil are splendidly precise. No mistakes occur.
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Influenced by what he heard, he abandoned his old ways. Suddenly, when
he heard the Dharma the nineteenth patriarch spoke for him, he renounced his old
delusions, habits, and faults. Old ways refers to his former habits and flaws.

Dharmas do not come into being or cease to be, much like a wooden cock’s
crow at dawn. Basically, dharmas are not produced or destroyed, much like a wooden
cock’s crow at the break of day. How could a wooden cock crow? That’s the point: it
could not crow.

This mighty individual is beyond fathoming, he opened his spiritual eyes
and avoided outflows.

There is no way to measure the worth of this venerable Patriarch, he was a bright-
eyed, good and wise teacher possessed of great wisdom. He came to this world to
teach and transform beings, and, by contemplating the opportunities, he bestowed
appropriate teaching, speaking Dharma to help them break through their own habits

and faults.

The verse composed by Master Hsuan Hua says:

Instantly he set aside his doubts and gained sudden penetrating insight,
As in spring when the glistening snow melts away entirely.

Initiating delusions, we create karma and then undergo retributions.
By breaking out of confusion and revealing what is true,

we can achieve great merit.

The Bodhi nature is pure at its source.

Efficacious and awakened, it shines like the sun in space.

The mutual sealing of mind with mind transmits the Buddha Way.
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From of old to now it has been thus—always the same.

Commentary:

This verse of mine is really very plain. What does it say?

Instantly he set aside his doubts and gained sudden penetrating insight.
Instantly—suddenly—he let go of his doubts; he was released from them. Doubts
are like knots in a rope. Instantly setting them aside was like untying the knots in the
rope. He suddenly understood. What did he understand?

As in spring when the glistening snow melts away entirely. When spring
sunshine arrives, the snow will quickly melt.

Initiating delusions, we create karma and then undergo retributions. All of
us people—every one of us—initiates delusions, creates karma, and must undergo
rewards or retributions. Being deluded means not understanding, it means being
confused. What are we confused about? We are confused to the point that we are
as if drunk when born and as if in a dream at death. Mundane wealth, sex, fame,
food, and sleep confuse us. Some get confused by wealth, others by sex; some get
confused by fame, others by food or sleep. This confusion happens in all sorts of
situations and it covers our wisdom. We do not pursue truth. We do not really want
to understand what is going on. We would rather pass through life muddled and

unclear. That is what happens when we initiate delusions.

s0To be continued
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