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The Venerable Master's calligraphy of the Sixth Patriarch's Platform Sutra
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Learning the Buddhadharma is not necessarily dependent on whether one
has had an education or not; the emphasis is placed upon actual practice
and attaining true skill. For example, the Sixth Patriarch in China, the
Great Master Hui Neng, never went to school and couldn’t even write his
own name, yet he was able to lecture on the sutras and teach the Dharma.

How did he lecture on the sutras? Other people would read the text
aloud and he would explain it, sentence by sentence. However, what he
said matched the Buddha’s intent perfectly, and never strayed from the
meaning of the Dharma. Why was he able to explain the sutras even
though he could not read? It was because he had obtained the wonderful
Dharma of the Mind Seal of the Buddhas; as a result, anything he said was
wonderful Dharma.

After the Sixth Patriarch obtained the Mind Dharma from the Fifth

Patriarch, he lived with hunters for sixteen years. During that time he

worked hard at his cultivation and eventually developed great wisdom.

However, this took an incredible amount of work.




