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The Four Legacies Left by the Venerable Master

FABOXEE

Spoken by Bhikshuni Heng Liang
at the Buddha Hall of CT'TB on June 6, 2014

Tomorrow will be the 19th anniversary of the passing of Venerable
Master Hua’s physical body from this world. And on every anniversary
since his passing, we remember with deep gratitude, his unfachomable
compassion and wisdom and we ask ourselves how hard we have tried
to repay his kindness.

The Venerable Master bequeathed to us a wealth of Dharma
as well as founding Dharma Realm Buddhist Association, Dharma
Realm Buddhist University, Sangha and Laity Training Programs,
Instilling Goodness and Developing Virtue Boys and Girls School,
Buddhist Text Translation Society, Institute of World Religions, City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas and Way Places throughout the U.S.,
Canada, Australia, Taiwan, Malaysia and Hong Kong. He also left
us the four legacies which are both a blessing and a responsibility. To
what extent have we furthered those legacies in these past 19 years and
how can we go forward with those legacies into the future?

So what are the four legacies? Probably most of you know what
they are. The first is to establish a proper Sanga in America. The second
is to translate the Buddhist cannon into all languages of the world.
The third is to reform education and propagate education. The fourth
is to promote intra-faith and inter-faith, that means intra-Buddhist
faith and among the faiths of all religions.

So Venerable Master established and nurtured a Buddhist Sangha
to carry the proper Dharma lineage that he brought to America into
the future. And even now after 19 years, after his Nirvana, men and
women continue to leave home in DRBA every year and every 3-4
years, a full multi-Vinaya ordination takes place in CTTB. But we
still need to continue to work hard to develop the Sangha, develop
the talent in the Sangha, to educate the Sangha and to provide all the
necessities for cultivation.

And I'm sure you are all aware that BTTS continues to expand
and produce translations and re-translations of the Venerable Master’s
lectures and Buddhist cannon, gathering people from all over the
world through the internet now. Tomorrow we will also enjoy a
special lecture on translation from Dr. Chris Li, a Linguistics Professor

from San Francisco State University. His lecture, which requires pre-
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registration, can be attended live or over the internet. So if you have
not pre-registered, you can attend over the internet.

And of course DRBA Sangha and lay members continue to
engage in inter-faith conferences, dialogues and other activities to
promote peace and mutual respect and harmony among religions.
But tonight, I'd like to focus on CTTB and its programs.

The Venerable Master established CTTB in 1976 and at that
time, he did not have very much money. He was very, very poor.
People advised him — you don’t have very many disciples and you
don’t have any money, how can you take such a big property and take
care of it. But Shr Fu said at that time, “Well, you might think it’s
really big now, but in the future, it’s going to be too small.”

People told him that the feng shui (geomancy) here was very bad
and Shr Fu said, “If you have a place that has bad feng shui, you can
cultivate and change it to good feng shui.” And at that time, we were
in a long drought. I think there had been a drought in California for
about 6 years by that time. And people told him, “Well, this is such a
big place. You won't be able to water the plants and there is no water,
so how can you take care of this place?” And Shr Fu said, “There is
water there.” And sure enough, he found water here. He found a very
deep well. Since that time, we have learned that there is actually a lot
of water under the ground here, so we don’t have to be afraid of not
having any water.

Now, as you enter through the Mountain Gate and as you
leave through the Mountain Gate, you will see the couplets that
the Venerable Master wrote or composed on each side of the gate to
express his vision. So he established CTTB as a monastic community
of serious cultivators and also a place of education. And along with
this vision, the founder also left us a general master plan. Although
his master plan has not been fully implemented, CTTB is steadily
working towards realizing it.

So to that end, in the near future, the west campus where we are
now, in accord with the Master’s instructions, will be primarily used
for the growing needs of Instilling Goodness Elementary School,
Developing Virtue Secondary Boys and Girls Schools and Dharma
Realm Buddhist University. And the east campus, at the foot of
‘Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain, which is in the process of being
developed, will be dedicated to Sangha education and cultivation.
This project continues on as the hope for the future of Buddhism, but
in order for this to happen, we will need a lot of support, so I would
like to take this opportunity to call DRBA disciples everywhere who
have professional skills that can assist in this project as an advisor,
a consultant or a volunteer. If you know anyone who would be
interested in joining this project, we welcome them to join.

As for the educational programs that will continue on the west
campus, some of you may know that around 6 years ago, Developing

Virtue High School obtained accreditation from the Western
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Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). So now the schools have
approximately 100 boy students and 125 girl students and plan to continue
growing up to a total for 280 students of both schools together by 2018.

DRBU is also making progress. Several years ago, a group of elder and
younger disciples of the Master, who were interested in promoting post-
secondary education, came together to develop DRBU programs so that
they could also be accredited by the Western Association of Schools and
Colleges. This is something that the Venerable Master said he definitely
wanted us to do. He said that DRBU in the future should become the
Buddhist equivalent of Harvard University. He wanted it to be a very high
level university. So after several years of hard work, DRBU has obtained
eligibility with WASC and we expect to receive a site visit from them in
around 18 months at which time we hope to attain candidacy and perhaps
even accreditation at that time.

We are very excited about the new programs which are Bachelor
of Arts and Liberal Arts and Master of Arts in Buddhist Classics — in
other words, in the sutras. The liberal arts program is a 4-year, 128-unit
interdisciplinary program modeled after the Great Books Programs.
Students will directly engage in classical texts from every major world
culture, both east and west. They will study the theory and practice of
mathematics, biology and chemistry, as well as music. They will learn a
minimum of two foreign languages, Chinese and Sanskrit.

Following the Venerable Master’s methodology of education that he
called Developing Inherent Wisdom, the students will be taught not what
to think, but how to think and they will become power communicators of
written and spoken language. The goal is to prepare students so that when
they graduate after 4 years, they will be equipped mentally, physically,
emotionally and spiritually to succeed in a rapidly-changing world.

The graduate program is designed for anyone who already has a
bachelor’s degree and wishes to deeply enter the dharma. This could be
professionals who want to take 2 years off work or graduate students who
just graduated from bachelor’s degree or retirees who have worked all their
lives and want to treat themselves to studying the Dharma.

So we have wonderful programs and a wonderful faculty. We are
diligently preparing and nurturing a vibrant campus environment for
students, but we are lacking one ingredient for success and that is students.
So if you are or if you know of anyone who is ready for an intellectual
challenge and an adventure in learning about the social and natural world,
about human nature and our mind and nature and about Buddhism,
please go to our website or visit our DRBU booth. And consider enrolling
for Fall Semester 2014.

But the school is not only for young people. We welcome men and
women of all ages to enroll. It’s really, really a wonderful program so you
should look into it and I am sure you will be very interested. So if we
can get some students, then all together we can joyfully bring Venerable

Master’s vision of higher education to a reality and I'm sure he will be very

happy. ®
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