New Dharma Heirs Born to the Dharma King
—Report on the 2014 Monastic Ordination Ceremony at DRBA

(CONTINUED)
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(Continued from the front inner cover)

One new sramanera by the Dharma name of Chin Gen has already
undergone a year of training in the Monastic Trainee Program and has been
through rigorous assessment before leaving home. The six new sramanerikas are:
Jin Zhuan Shr (Chin Yi), Jin Nan Shr (Chin Yin), Jin Ye Shr (Chin Jing), Jin
Ben Shr (Chin Huan), Jin Xi Shr (Chin Chen), and Jin Shui Shr (Chin Ruo).
They have each served in the monastery for more than two years before leaving
home. They will continue their training and learn the precepts as novice nuns
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and at the City of the Dharma Realm.

A day before the head-shaving ceremony, the sramanerikas recited the
mantra “An Syi Dian Du Man Dwo La Ba Tuo Ye Swo Po He” while Dharma
Masters Heng Liang, Heng Syin and six other bhikshunis shaved most of their
heads. During evening ceremony that day, they appeared for the first time in
their sangha robes and with their newly shaven heads. Seeing them, the assembly
praised and rejoiced at their pure and dignified appearance.

Jin Nan Shr, the youngest amongst the six sramanerikas, first had the
thought of leaving home when she was 14 years old and came across the verse,

“The Bodhisattva is like the cool, refreshing moon, constantly coursing in
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ultimate emptiness.” When she read this line for the first time, her false thoughts
were suddenly stilled. With the support of her parents, she moved to CTTB a year
after graduating from college. After 3 years of learning and training at CTTB, she
has fulfilled her wish of entering the monastic life with the blessings of her friends
and relatives.

Jin Xi Shr and Jin Shui Shr are the two older members of the current group of
newly ordained sramanerikas. However, they have had deep Dharma affinities with
the Venerable Master since the late 1980s. At that time, the Venerable Master used to
travel regularly from CTTB to the South Bay Area to give instructional talks to his

disciples. Jin Xi Shr and Jin Shui Shr were two serious disciples from that time. They

were both active as lay supporters at Gold Sage Monastery. As mothers, they both
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accompanied their children to attend the monastery’s Sunday school and studied
the Dharma alongside their children. The children, now grown, were present with
gratitude at the leaving-home ceremony to give their well wishes for their mothers’
decision to enter the Sangha and cultivate the Way.

It is said, “Do not think that it is easy to leave the home life. It only happens
after many lifetimes of planting Bodhi seeds.” Although the shaving ceremony was
over in less than an hour, in order to have all of the causes and conditions to enter
the monastic life it takes the accumulation of goodness and the resolve for awakening

over many lifetimes. Therefore it is said in the verse for head-shaving,

The golden blade cuts off the hair of affliction;
A wisdom sword chops down the root of ignorance.
Manifesting as a monastic to receive alms,

One will one day be a teacher of gods and people.

This auspicious and significant day marks the new energy that has come into
DRBA’s monastic Sangha to continue the wisdom-life of the Buddhas and to further

the practice of proper Dharma in the world. g



