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The Venerable Master as | Knew Him
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Spoken by Bhikshu Jin Gong at the Buddha Hall of CT'TB on June 6, 2014
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Venerable Master, great assembly, all good and wise
knowing advisors. I am Jin Gong, here to share my
recollections of the Venerable Master. Much time has
passed since I last heard the Venerable Master speak, so I
hope you will be tolerant if my memory is inaccurate or
incomplete.

He was very hard working. He traveled from San
Francisco to CTTB every week so he could speak the
Dharma in both places. He also traveled around often
to Los Angeles. And he made many long trips to Asia
to spread Buddhism. The great assembly used to walk
around CTTB during the circumambulation part of
evening ceremony. One evening while walking and
reciting, we saw the Venerable Master sweeping the streets

with a broom.
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He was content. I used to own a 77 AMC Hornet. This

car was a close relative to the AMC Gremlin and perhaps one
of the worst cars ever made. But the Venerable Master seemed
perfectly content to be driven by me in this old car. When
he lived upstairs in the Wordless Hall building, I went to his
room once to change the fluorescent light tubes. He had a
small plain room with a simple bed.

He was frugal. When he traveled back and forth
between CTTB and San Francisco, he would never use the
air conditioning but only open the car windows if it was too
hot. He would even take an extra person along to drive toll
free across the Golden Gate Bridge because of the carpool
exception.

I once had an office in the Administration Building. I
needed some extra work space, so I piled up some old cinder
blocks and put old metal partitions on top to make a table.
When the Venerable Master came by my office one day and
saw this crude table, he was delighted. He broke into a big
smile and said: “This is how we do things at CTTB: We use
what we have.”

And now I must confess that I have been acting against
the wishes of the Venerable Master. He often told us not to
praise him. So I will talk a bit about the world vision of the
Venerable Master.

Once I was part of a group of the Venerable Master’s
disciples that went to the San Fransisco airport to see him
off on his travels. As we waited at the airport, the Venerable
Master told us that we were wasting time just sitting around
waiting for his plane to depart. He told us to leave and go back
to Gold Mountain Monastery and do some useful works. So
perhaps the best way to honor the Venerable Master is not to
praise him but to help carry out his vision.

Now I have another confession to make. Even though I

studied under the Venerable Master for 20 years, I am not

EF > A —RIREMAYFEE T EYLEE
AR —ERPFEAVNER - 2l RA —ER
fEERAYIR -

EAZ —ZdkE B RGA o SRR =TEN
MIEGREEIREE - R EM e RE A B 2R - A
RRARELERE > MMAFHERE - BTE e
FIGHEREE: - M 2o —(E A -

DRI TEOREAS — A= > HARE
L0 TAEZERT > FrAFRIE — L BE 22 O hE A
K RS R EEIRR I — R R T A —
Ko EABFERITAIEHT - BEEREHEMER S
T MRS E IR B O S AR ¢ T R
EE AR LR SRS « SR E - M H A -

AR IR KRR &MTLﬁLAu%WE it
ST - A EREM - PRI E = A
H TSR -

H—R - T EAR BRI =TS EEE - &
K ARG ERERE - EGRIRMTEERERR - )%
AT RIS M N TRARRE AR » B2 TR0l USF » it
BRI TAE - Wt F58 B A 7= EFfREs
TR MEEEICER MR -

WREZRR S —FEE - R EABTEE T 4
o HIREE N ER AR B LS Y ERE - A
BE4A &L — LR - BN EAEE IR B AR > BLE
FIRMHECEELRE -

EAFRE R EAMAIREBA - B R BEAE > 3K
(R ==
R LA
#Y N #B R Ry
B BHE - 1M
= ERHE
AE % % I8 H.
A -
it DLF AT A
H A 5% B A
g —
fe - 3 HAR
=TT 48
— R
AR =1
HEMME
e (s
Y % 5=
R o

Novemser 2014 Vasra BobHi Sea 37

8 A o ‘ Q1314 1Haog



BB Fb ot ‘ BobHi FIELD

qualified to explain his plans
for spreading Buddhism. I can
only offer some hints about this.
It will be up to you to use your
own wisdom to decide how to
carry out the Venerable Master’s
plans.

He wants us to reach out
to other religions. Now as
Buddhists, we do not seek to
have everyone in the world call
themselves Buddhist.

we seek to have everyone act

Instead

according to true principles.
So we can join together with
leaders of other religions, and if
we are skillful we can introduce new ideas to them or help them to rediscover the
original pure roots of their own faith.

He wants us to promote Buddhist education. Educating the Sangha is very
important so that we can effectively spread the Dharma. Providing Buddhist
education classes is also important. We want to help everyone learn more about
Buddhism and get more benefit from the teachings of Shakyamuni Buddha.

Now if we are to teach we need to teach by example as well. So we can try
to be like the Venerable Master: hard working, content and frugal. I think the
Venerable Master wants us to spread Buddhism far and wide. We are translating
sutras into English, but this is only the start. We can translate sutras into every
language.

Now this is harder than it seems. There are about 7,000 languages in the
world today. But the Bible has been translated into over 2,500 languages. Now
we have all vowed to save all living beings no matter how difficult it is we have
vowed to do this.

Now many people may think, “I never met the
Venerable Master while he was alive. I would like
to learn about him and find out what he was like.”
Now the Venerable Master inhabited a human body,
and that human body died. But his hopes for us
and his hopes for spreading Buddhism did not die.
His guiding spirit did not die. It still remains with
everyone who shares his vision. When he entered
nirvana, he did not abandon us. Rather he passed on
the responsibility for spreading Buddhism to everyone
who remained in this world. So everyone still has the
opportunity to draw close to the Venerable Master.
We can draw close to the Venerable Master by sharing
in his vision, sharing in his work, and sharing in his

principles. Amitofo! 4
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