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Here’s another thing for the historical record. When the Venerable
Master gave hislectures on the Patriarchsand the Biographical Sketches
of other historical figures, those would occur in the afternoons. In
the evenings, Heng Guan and I would take turns translating the
Venerable Master’s taped Sutra lectures, just like we do here at the
City every evening. However, we only translated the lectures and
did not give any Dharma talks. Also, remember the lecture period
was for one hour from 8:00 to 9:00 PM, not for 1 1/2 hours. Now
at Gold Mountain Monastery we had the original reel-to-reel tapes
for the Master’s lectures that he gave on the Shurangama Sutra in
1968. It was about 22 to 24 of these rather large reel-to-reel tapes
(about 8 inches in diameter). And we also had the original reel-to-
reel tapes for the Master’s lectures on Chapter 40 of the Avatamsaka
Sutra on the Practices and Vows of Samantabhadra Bodhisattva that

he gave in 1969. This was also recorded on a number of large reel-
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to-reel tapes. We played them on this old, funky, tape recorder. We'd listen
and translate the entire series of lectures on the Shurangama Sutra, and then
do the same for all the lectures on Samantabhadra Bodpisattvas Practices and
Vows. We would alternate back and forth. As I recall it would take almost one
year to go through all the Shurangama Sutra lectures and about four months
to go through the lectures on Samantabhadra Bodbisattva’s Practices and Vows.
Over the years (from the end of 1977 to 1985), we must have gone through
each of them about six or seven times in total. So every evening we would
listen to these taped Sutra lectures and on the afternoons that the Master was
at Gold Mountain, we'd get to hear the Venerable Master’s lectures on the
Patriarchs and Water-Mirror lectures.

So I spent all my time at Gold Mountain Monastery. I wanted to do
a formal public repentance here at the City of 10,000 Buddhas for all the
mistakes I had made as a monk from 1981 to 1988. The Venerable Master
compassionately let me do this repentance on April 30th, 1988. Needless
to say, it was really hard and quite embarrassing to say all the stupid things
that I did in front of several hundred people. The repentance was done right
before the Venerable Master’s normal afternoon Sutra lecture. At that time
after I did my repentance, the Venerable Master gave this incredible Dharma
lecture. Sometimes I hear parts of the lecture on the tapes that are played
during our meal in the Dining Hall. So now I would like to share some
of the things that Master said in this very moving Dharma talk. Now, I
had the good fortune to hear the Venerable Master lecture several thousand
times. I heard about 1,200 lectures on the Avatamsaka Sutra and over 1,000
additional lectures of all kinds at Gold Mountain and the City of 10,000
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Buddhas. This was one of the most moving lectures I ever heard.
And the Venerable Master said during the lecture itself that it was
not just meant for me, but was meant for everybody- all monks,
nuns, and laypeople here at the City. The Venerable Master’s lecture
was in four parts.

At the very end of the last part of his lecture, the Master told
me, “You know, you've created so many offenses. You did all these
wrong things. You should stay here and do the 10,000 Buddhas
Repentance. Purify your karma. Stay here.” At that time, during
the 14 years I had been studying with the Master, I had only lived
at Gold Mountain Monastery. Now the Venerable Master was
telling me I would be living at the City of 10,000 Buddhas to
do the 10,000 Buddhas Repentance. And the Master said, “Do
the whole 10,000 Buddhas Repentance.” As I already mentioned,
this occurred in 1988, which would have made it the 6th time the
10,000 Buddhas Repentance was done here at the City. So this was
the first time I had ever been able to do this repentance ceremony
and I really had a wonderful experience doing,.

A couple of days after the repentance had begun, the Venerable
Master came into the Buddha Hall. It was in the early afternoon,
right in the middle of a bowing period. The Venerable Master
motioned for me to go by him at the side of the Buddha Hall. Then
the Venerable Master told me in Chinese, “There’s a Rakshasa ghost
that wants your life. If you mess up again, youre finished!” Then
I went back to doing the bowing. I was quite earnest and devout.

After doing this very embarrassing repentance, I was already pretty
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motivated to work hard at my spiritual cultivation. And now, the Master
just told me that a Rakshasa ghost wants to kill me. Now, I really worked
hard! I ended up staying here at the City for about eight months. After
that the Venerable Master had me return to Gold Mountain Monastery.
Now I would like to share the first part of the Venerable Master’s
instructions at that time. However, I want to first mention that although
the Venerable Master was very strict and stern, he was also incredibly
compassionate. A few weeks ago, I heard someone tell a story about the
Venerable Master that made him sound so harsh. In my 15 to 16 years
of serving the Venerable Master as one of his many assistants, that did
not reflect my experience with him at all. Of course, we each have our
own unique experiences with the Venerable Master. Regardless of what the
situation was, the Venerable Master was always extremely compassionate.
There were certainly those special occasions where a person needed some
tough love, but even that was done with the utmost compassion for the
welfare of the person involved. The first part of the Venerable Master’s

instructions at that time well demonstrates this principle. It goes as follows:

Good knowing advisors, as for people:
If one is able to change ones faults,

There is no greater good.

But you must really change. If you clearly know something is wrong
and still go ahead and do it, you will certainly fall into the hells. There is
no politeness about it at all.

This is especially the case for people who have renounced the
householder’s life to become monastics. If you recklessly have false
thinking- regardless of whether or not you are ashamed- if you still have
this kind of impure false thinking you will certainly fall into the hells.
It’s not the case that the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas put you there. You,

yourself, put yourself there.

However,

if you can Change your faults and start anew,
Then , Great offenses that fill up the sky-

If you repent of them,

They become extinguished.

People must not fear having faults. It’s only to be feared that we have
faults, but do not change. Now you are here right at the beginning of the
Repentance Before the 10,000 Buddhas. Youve created so many karmic
offenses. You should be greatly repentant. You should bitterly repent and
thoroughly change your previous faults. Do a good job of bowing the
Repentance Before the 10,000 Buddhas. You cannot be lazy or slipshod.

If you are able to be this way, then you still have hope- if you can

change. No matter who has faults, if they can change them, they have

hope. But it only counts if you change. &
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