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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Arrogant about His Talent—

(continued)

Xie Lingyun
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on May 2, 1987

English translation by Frank Liu
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While cautious people, too timid to take risks, come up short. Meck
people protect themselves and do not take the initiative. They do not indulge
themselves, but they come up short. This is also not in accord with the Middle
Way.

How wondrous the way Heaven creates myriad things. There are many
things that are incomprehensible about the way Heaven works. For instance,
some people are very talented but very poor; many people are not poor, but are
very arrogant. It is truly inconceivable.

Stubborn and willful, he did not regret his actions even at death. Xie
Lingyun was very unruly, willful, and indulgent. Even at death, he never
regretted any of his actions. Isn’t that pitiful? From this, we can see that even at
death, many people in the world do not regret their actions or awaken to the
true meaning of life. Without true understanding, people run around aimlessly,
believing that they are always right. When disasters befall them, they don't
even know how it happened. Therefore, people learning the Buddhadharma
should “take wholesome deeds as the Dharma, and guard against unwholesome
deeds.” Xie Lingyun (note: “ling” means “divine” and “yun” means “luck”) was
neither divine nor lucky. He was killed when he was only forty-nine years old.

If he was so smart, why would he do such a muddled thing? Everyone should

be very careful about this. &
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