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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS
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The Nineteenth Patriarch

- Venerable Kumarata
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on August 22, 1981

English Translation by Guo Ru Jou
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Hearing “Buddha” he shut the door, endowed with only partial faith. That
Kumarata was afraid and closed the door when he heard the word “Buddha” was not
because he had no faith at all. Rather, he just had half-hearted faith.

In this house there is no one, save a thief that’s hiding here. Except for a thief
who is hiding, there is no one in this house.

For Brahma gods he spoke Dharma, like washing charcoal using coal. The
nineteenth Patriarch very skillfully spoke Dharma for the Brahma gods. Basically,
the Dharma is ineffable. However much you may speak, you still cannot express it.
It is like washing charcoal with coal. Since both are black from the start, you may
wash them as much as you want, but they will stay black.

His coming predicted long ago, the Wisdom Life hung on a thread. The
Buddha had predicted that in a thousand years time, Kumarata would extend the
Buddha’s Wisdom Life. The Dharma is like a hanging thread. The transmission of
the Buddha’s Mind Seal Dharma-door is like a delicate thread.

Another verse in praise says:

No one is home, this is a thief.

The mind’s workings stopped, language cut off.
Who then replied? I don’t understand.

You say ‘It’s not me?’, but surely you know.
After a thousands years, a knight in Kusana,
Prediction once made, Dharma King he’ll be.
A red lotus blooms, illumines the four groups,

The nineteenth Patriarch, taught women and men.
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Commentary:

No one is home, this is a thief. Kumarata said that there was no one
in the house. Since there was no one there, a thief had come. Who else
would you be if you were not a thief? It was clearly him, Kumarata, lying
that there was not one there. If he did not intend to steal, then what was
he doing there?

The mind’s workings stopped, language cut off. But now he had no
place to hide, no way to escape, nor could his mind run off to some place.
There was not a place where his mind could go and he could not find
words to answer! He was dumbfounded, not knowing how to reply to the
question, “Who is the one answering ‘there is no one’?”

Who then replied? I don’t understand. The eighteenth Patriarch
asked this, saying, “You say there is no one home — then who are you who
is saying that? I really don’t understand that.

You say “It’s not me!”, but surely you know. You who says, “This is
not me speaking,” saying “There is no one home,” who is that?! Surely you
know — shouldn’t you yourself know who you are? This was a further step
in trying to wake him up. So he then continued to say:

“After thousands of years, a knight in Kusana,” The Buddha had
prophesized that a thousand years after his passing into nirvana, a great
Bodhisattva would appear in the Kusana empire. This must be you!

Prediction once made, he’ll be Dharma King. A myriad kalpas from
now, he will be a Dharma King, inheriting the Dharma, a Dharma Lord
teaching the Dharma, a Dharma King transmitting the Dharma of the
Mind’s Seal. This is the prediction that the Buddha Sikyamuni made a
thousand years ago, it is a prediction once made.

A red lotus blooms, illumines the four groups. A blooming red
lotus on his face shone upon the members of the four groups of disciples:
bhiksus, bhiksunis, upasakas, and upasikas.

The nineteenth Patriarch, taught women and men. He taught

numberless men and women in this world. &

The Eighth Consclousness
Its nature is exclusively the non-obscuring indeterminate,

25 % A 3\%}2‘ And it interacts with the five Universally Interactive Dharmas.
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The Three Realms with their Nine Grounds come into being in accord with the power of karma.
Because of their confused attachments,

Those of the Two Vebicles don't comprehend it;

And based upon those attachments, there arise the disputes of the shastra master.

How vast and unfathomable is the threefold alaya!

Generated by the winds of states, seven waves arise from its depths.

It undergoes perfuming and contains the seeds of the body with its organs

And of the material world.

After going and before coming, it in control.

Before the Unmoving Ground attachment to the storehouse is finally relinquished.

Upon completion of the vajra Path, it is empty of the ripening of results.

The Great Perfect Mirror Wisdom and the undefiled consciousness are produced at the same time,
And in the ten directions universally illuminate the Buddha-fields as countless as motes of dust.

—from the “Verses Delineating The Eight Consciousnesses”
By Tripitaka Master Xuanzang of the Tang Dynasty
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