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Heavenly gardens, groves,
and supreme palaces; Towers
and wondrous Dharma Halls;
The amusements to be found
therein — Smelling their scents,
he can know them all. There are
forests in the heavens, but they
are nothing like the ones in the
human realm. They are adorned
with the seven treasures—
gold, silver, lapis lazuli, crystal,
mother-of-pearl, red pearls, and
carnelian. The branches may be
jade, and the leaves silver and
gold. We say they are trees, but
they are nothing like trees as we
know them.

In the Heaven of the Thirty-
three there is the Wonderful
Dharma Hall in which Shakra
speaks the Dharma for those
in the other thirty-two heavens
every day. They also have big
parties where they fly around and
dance; they really carry on and
enjoy themselves.

The gods, whether listening
to the Dharma, Or enjoying
the pleasures of the five desires,
Coming or going, walking,
sitting, or reclining — By
the scents, he can know them
completely. The gods of the three
realms all come to hear Shakra
speak the Dharma. Sometimes
they enjoy the five desires:
forms, sounds, smells, tastes, and
tangible objects.

The garments worn by the
goddesses, Their adornments of
flowers and perfume. As they
ramble around for pleasure,
By their scents, he knows them
all. Their clothes are made up of
many beautiful flowers, and they

stroll around at leisure, enjoying
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themselves.

Just by smelling their scent he knows that they are extremely happy.

When you meditate, you should learn how to enter samadpi. Now,
entering samadhi is not the same thing as falling asleep. When you
enter samadpi your mind is very, very clear and your Prajna wisdom is
illumining. Entering samadhi doesn’t mean you don’t know anything
at all. Entering samadhi means that although you are in samadhi and
you are still, your stillness is all illumining. Your illuminating is always
in stillness. Although you are quiet, you are aware of what is moving,.
When you are in samadhi, your head doesn’t hang down. If your head is
hanging down, you are not in samadpi. And it isn’t leaning backwards,
either. When you are in samadhi, you are sitting up perfectly straight
and unmoving. That is called “still, yet always illumining; illumining,
yet always still: Prajna manifests.”

At such a time, one clearly illumines all dharmas and sees that they
are empty of characteristics. As the Heart Sutra says, “practicing the
profound Prajna Paramita, he illumined and viewed the five skandpas
all as empty. Shariputra, all dharmas are empty of characteristics.” That
is the state we are describing.

I will tell you something else. After this, if I am lecturing and I fall
asleep, don’t wake me up. Just do the transference and go home and do
what you want. Then whenever I wake up, I'll continue lecturing again.
This may or may not happen. Sometimes I might enter samadhi when
I am lecturing. Talking about samadhi, I might decide I want a taste of
it myself and try it out. If that happens, don’t panic. It might happen,
and it might not. The Dharma Master who upholds the Dbharma Flower
Sutra knows all about who is entering and who is leaving samadpi.

The Heavens of Light-Sound and Pervasive Purity, On up to the
Peak of Existence, Those just born there and those sliding down.
Smelling their scents, he knows them all. Many people think of there
being only one heaven. Actually, there are countless heavens in layers,
one on top of another. Those of outside ways think there is only one
god, but actually there are a lot of them.

The gods in the heavens are very much like our emperors. There
is a lord in each of the limitless heavens. In Buddhism, the gods are
Dharma protectors. In the Dharma assembly, they don’t even have a
seat; they have to stand up. As you can see, Weitou Bodhisattva and
Qielan Bodhisattva always stand in front to protect the Buddha.

In the Heaven of Light-Sound, the gods speak with light. Every
light they emit is a particular message. The Heaven of Pervasive Purity
is extremely pure. The Peak of Existence is the Heaven of Neither
Perception nor Nonperception in which the gods live for 80,000 great

eons. However, when the time comes, they do fall.

5 To be continued

Novemser 2014 Vasra BooHi Sea | 7

[ ‘ V3G VNEVHQ ¥3dO¥d



