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Precepts are like the brilliant sun and moon,
All like luminescent necklace gems,
Bodpisattva multitudes numerous as dust motes,

Attain proper enlightenment from them.”

When the 2014 Lay Bodhisattva Precepts Transmission Ceremony began, the bell
and drum sounded simultaneously, the striking of which felt so powerful that they
resounded through the skies, shaking the heavens and earth. It woke me up from a state
of confusion and daze, and returned me to my own self nature. All of a sudden, it was
as if I was in a totally different world feeling purified and refreshed! While chanting
the Incense Praise, the tears just kept falling from my eyes. My heart was filled with
boundless gratitude. I feel greatly indebted to Venerable Master Hua for being able to
become one of his disciples and to receive the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts in such a pure,
adorned, and proper Way place. I am also very grateful to the Precept Transmission
Committee for their hard work in preparing and planning for the precepts session
months ahead of the time, as well as to all the Dharma Masters for their teaching and
guidance during the precepts training period. The Precepts Transmission Ceremony was
so solemn, profound, and most wonderful.

During the Precepts training period, the weather was boiling and sweltering
hot. One hundred and forty six female preceptees packed in every corner of
Daoyuan Hall. Despite the fact that the temperature spiked up to over one hundred
degree Fahrenheit in the afternoon and that, everyone was soaked with sweat; it did

not seem to affect the eagerness and sincerity of seeking and studying the precepts
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from all the preceptees, as well as the instructions and explanations of the precepts from
all the Dharma Masters at all. Throughout the five and a half day training program, even
though the schedule was already very intensive, the preceptees still seized every minute to
ask questions and engage in discussions eagerly. The Dharma Masters especially sacrificed
their time and worked tirelessly to answer questions, while dripping with sweat! Often,
the Dharma Masters would stay in Daoyuan Hall until the meal offering and the evening
recitation were about to begin, before the class adjourned. These selfless spirits of the
Dharma Masters demonstrated to us the true meaning of what practicing the Bodhisattva
Path is all about.

At the rehearsal session the day before the Ceremony, the Dharma Master reminded
us repeatedly that the most vital and important moment of the Precepts Transmission
Ceremony is the time when we are about to receive the precept substance. When the
three Precepts Masters state the motion to invite the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas from the
ten directions to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to certify the precept transmission,
it is when we are going to receive the precept substance. During that period of time,
the Dharma Master instructed us that it is very crucial to contemplate sincerely in three
different phases. In the first phase, we should contemplate that the blue sky pervades
the entire empty space. In the second phase, we should contemplate that all kinds of
auspicious and virtuous clouds, which include clouds of compassion, giving, upholding
precepts, patience, vigor, Samadhi, and wisdom, appear in the sky emerging in large
numbers, filling the entire empty space and covering above us. In the third phase, we
should contemplate that these virtuous clouds turn into sweet dew Dharma rain and pour
into our bodies and minds from our heads.

So, when the moment arrives during the actual precept transmission, all the preceptees
would contemplate respectfully and earnestly hope to receive the pure and perfect precept
substance in our minds. The day of the Transmission Ceremony, the temperature decreased
unexpectedly to the seventies from one hundred degrees! Everyone felt refreshed like a
cool autumn breeze. During the moment when we were receiving the precept substance,
the rain started to come down from the sky. It is truly amazing and inconceivable!

Although the precept training session only lasted five and a half days, it is the most
crucial, precious, and meaningful class we have ever attended in our lives. It is because
the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts will stay with us life after life until the time we realize
Buddhahood. During the session, the preceptees learned how to apply the precepts in our
daily lives through the understanding of the true essence of the precepts. Precepts are the
foundation of unsurpassed Bodhi. Receiving the precepts is to return to our own pure
self-nature while upholding the precepts and bowing in repentance go hand in hand. It
was just like a bottle filled with filthy water. One must first empty the water before one
can pour the pure water into the bottle again.

The Dharma Master gave an analogy and explained that the precept substance is like
our conscience. It is also like an invisible hand. It will grasp hold of us right before we
are about to violate the precepts. The precept substance can help us stop evil and avoid
wrong doings. This is the power of the precept substance through which we can change
and correct our thoughts and conducts. Precepts are actually protecting us from being
hurt and making us pure, liberated, instead of tying us up. It also enables us to accomplish
the Way. The Dharma Masters reminded us that we should uphold the precepts ourselves

and never use them as means to judge others. We should pay attention to the four great
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deportments of everyday life, walking, standing, sitting, and reclining; it not only
helps us make more progress towards our cultivation, but also helps us better utilize
the function of the precepts.

Venerable Master Hua taught us that upholding the precepts is to not have false
thoughts. Master Hua also instructed us that the essence of precepts is being not
selfish and cultivating in accordance with the Six Great Principles. Having received
the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts marked a new beginning of another phase of cultivation
of the Way. The Shurangama Sutra says, “Precepts, which require us to guard and
focus the mind; Samadhi, which arises from following precepts; and wisdom, which
appears out of Samadhi.” Upholding precepts is a kind of Dharma door to cultivate
the mind ground. After receiving the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts, we shall constantly
reflect upon ourselves and watch every single thought of ours closely and mindfully;
purify our body, mouth, and mind; quell our greed, hatred, and delusion; and
diligently cultivate precepts, Samadhi, and wisdom. We should try to enlarge the
measures of our minds and broaden our vision and horizons, and be in accordance
with the spirit of “maintaining kindness towards those who we have no affinity with,
and compassion towards all, as if we were one substance.” We must bring forth our

Bodhi mind and practice the Bodhisattva path to benefit living beings. &
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The Buddha said, "Living beings may perform Ten Good Deeds or Ten Evil Deeds. What are the ten? Three are
done with the body, four are done with the mouth, and three are done with the mind. The three done with the body
are killing, stealing, and lust. The four done with the mouth are duplicity, harsh speech, lies, and frivolousspeech.
The three done with the mind are Jealousy, hatred, and stupidity. Thus these ten are not in accord with the

Way of Sages and are called the Ten Evil Deeds. 1o put a stop to these evils is to perform the Ten Good Deeds."

—The Sutra In Forty-two Sections
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US$45.00 / 1 year

US$85.00 / 2 years
US$110.00 / 3 years

BOIHEFS - fB(Fsh% vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send the articles to

vbs@drba.org

B ERNE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

SRHIIE In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: pgysm1@gmail.com
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