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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on August 22, 1981

English Translation by Guo Ru Jou
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The Venerable Kumarata was from the Kusana empire. When the
Eighteenth Patriarch arrived, he asked him, “Of what faith are you?” The
Patriarch answered, “I am a disciple of the Buddha.” When Kumarata
heard the title ‘Buddha,” he was afraid and promptly shut the door. After
a long time, the Patriarch knocked on his door. But Kumarata answered,
“There is no one home!” upon which the Patriarch said, “Then who is the
one answering ‘there is no one’?” Hearing what he said, Kumarata realized

this was an exceptional person. He then opened the door and received him.

The Patriarch said, “In the past, the World-Honored One prophesized,
‘A thousand years after I enter nirvana, a Bodhisattva will appear in the
Kusana empire. He will perpetuate and teach the profound.” Now as you
have met me, it must be that this prophecy is being fulfilled.” Thereupon,
Kumarata left home, received the complete precepts, and inherited the
great Dharma. After he had received the Dharma, he met Kayata. Then, as
he sat on his seat, he used his fingernails to draw a blooming red lotus on
his face. It emitted a great light that shone upon the fourfold assembly. He

then passed into nirvana.

Commentary:

The Venerable Kumarata was from the Kusana empire. The Venerable
Kumarata, the son of a Brahmin household who was to become the nineteenth
Patriarch, was from the Kusana empire. He got frightened when he heard the
word “Buddha.” Kusana was an empire in India.

When the Eighteenth Patriarch arrived in Kusana, he saw that there was
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some exceptional energy around this Brahmin household and wanted
to go in.

He, Kumarata, asked him, “Of what faith are you:” “What
religion do you follow? Where are you from?”

The Eighteenth Patriarch answered, “I am a disciple of the
Buddha.”

When the Venerable Kumairata heard the title ‘Buddha’ he was
afraid and promptly shut the door.

After a long time, the Patriarch knocked on his door. For a long
time, the Eighteenth Patriarch waited outside. Then he knocked on the
door with his hand.

But the Venerable Kumarata, who was inside, answered, “There
is no one home”, “there is no one here!” upon which the Eighteenth
Patriarch said, “Then who is the one answering ‘there is no one’?
Who is it? Is it a ghost or some monster? What is it? You say there is no
one there, but then who is saying that there is no one? ”

Hearing what he said — “who is this person who says there is no
one?” — the Venerable Kumarata realized this was an exceptional, a
special person. He then opened the door and received him.

The cighteenth Patriarch said to Kumarata, “In the past, the
World-Honored One, the Buddha Sékyamuni, prophesized, he gave
a prediction, saying, ‘A thousand years after I, the Buddha, enter
nirvana, a Bodhisattva will appear in the Kusana empire. He will
perpetuate and teach the profound.” Now as you have met me, it
must be that this prophesy is being fulfilled.” It must be the case that
our current meeting is the fulfillment of that prediction. Thereupon,
Kumarata left home right away, received the complete precepts,
and then, when the eighteenth Patriarch had transmitted to him the
wonderful Dharma of the Mind-to-Mind Seal, he had inherited the
great Dharma.

After he, now the nineteenth Patriarch, had received the Dharma,
he later met Kayata, who was to become the twentieth Patriarch. Then,
as he sat on his seat after he had transmitted the Dharma, he used
his fingernails to draw a blooming red lotus on his face. It emitted
a great light that shone upon the fourfold assembly —the bhiksus,

bhiksunis, upasakas, and upasikas. He then passed into nirvana.

A verse in praise says:
Hearing “Buddha” he shut the door,
Endowed with only partial faith.
“In this house there is no one,
Save a thief that’s hiding here.”
For Brahma gods he spoke Dharma,
Like washing charcoal using coal.
His coming predicted long ago,

The Wisdom Life hung on a thread. s0To be continued
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