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DRBA Monks Lead

An Earth Store Session in Minnesota
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Written and Translated by Lan Huang
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On the evening of August 22, Midwest-Minnesota Buddhist Association
(MBA) welcomed Dharma Master Jin Yong, Dharma Master Jin Fo, and
Dharma Master Jin Qi from The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. The purpose
of this visit was to hold a one-week Earth Store Dharma Assembly.

On the morning of the 23", the Dharma masters led everyone to purify
the boundaries at MBA and then transmitted the Eight Precepts to them.
Before the transmission, Dharma Master Jin Yong gave a short explanatory
lecture that was very helpful. He briefly explained the content of the Eight
Precepts and the merit of holding such precepts. He also taught people how to
contemplate to receive the precept substance during the transmission.

During lunchtime, people ate silently and listened to the tape of the
Venerable Master Hua’s Dharma talks, and so everyone was equally received
food and Dharma nourishment. After lunch, the Dharma Masters took turns
lecturing. D.M. Fo, who was from Minnesota, mentioned that in August
there were five MBA members who went to CTTB and took the Bodhisattva
precepts for lay people. He was very glad and encouraged others to take the
precepts next time.

On the morning of August 24", the Dharma Masters led a ceremony to
celebrate Earth Store Bodhisattva’s birthday. In the afternoon they transmitted
the Three Refuges and Five Precepts. During the seven days, every day was

scheduled with the morning recitation, a meal offering chant, lunch, Dharma
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talks after lunch, Earth Store Sutra recitations, evening recitation, and
evening sutra lectures. Everyone tried to attend the sessions according
to their schedules and they were filled with Dharma joy. When lecturing
on the Earth Store Sutra, Dharma Master Yong emphasized that in
Buddhism this sutra is the “Sutra of Filial Respect,” because it includes
many stories of filial piety, such as the story of the Brahman woman
and the Bright Eye woman. He also cited some ancient classics on how
to be filial. The Dharma Master also mentioned that the Venerable
Master said, “If one can truly study Buddhadharma and practice

Buddhadharma, one is truly filial to one’s parents.” All these discussions

made the participants reflect on how they treated their parents. The
Dharma master also mentioned that the Earth Store Sutra includes a
wide range of topics, which provides guidance in many aspects to the
living beings in this world.

During this session, the president of MBA, Mr. Li, shared a special
story of the Earth Store Bodhisattva statue at MBA: Once when a
Dharma Master visited MBA, he was impressed by the wondrous
appearance of this statue and wanted to take it to his bodhimanda.
After receiving permission from MBA, the statue was packed to travel
the next day. However, at that night the dharma master saw auspicious
signs in his dream, and concluded that maybe the Bodhisattva did not
want to leave Minnesota. So he put the statue back. This statue has been
enshrined at MBA ever since.

On the morning of August 30™, the Dharma Masters left Minnesota
to continue their Dharma trip to Iowa. There were Dharma lectures every
day during the session, which brought so much joy to the participants.
Many members expressed their wish for more opportunities like this
in the future. They hope the Dharma Masters from DRBA can visit

Minnesota every year. ®



