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Uphold Precepts Like A Clear Stream in
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The Dharma-Ending Age
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When I was sixteen, I got an opportunity to learn about
the Bodhisattva precepts from a Dharma Master in
his class on the Lotus Sutra, conducted by MDRBA.
That was my first time learning about the Bodhisattva
Precepts and it perked my interest and curiosity. I told
myself that if I were given the chance, I must uphold
the Bodhisattva precepts because I know that they are
supreme and wonderful.

One year later, in 2009, I felt really excited when
I learned that CTTB was transmitting the Bodhisattva
precepts. At that time, many Malaysian lay people
registered for the transmission and the Dharma Masters
also started giving lectures on the Bodhisattva precepts.
I truly rejoiced in the Dharma bliss after attending the
lectures; however, I could not receive the precepts at
that time as I was unable to afford to go CTTB. I was
envious of those who were able to do so and at the same
time, I also felt truly happy for them.

Although I was not able to go, my interest in the
Bodhisattva Precepts remained strong and I wanted to
know more about them. Hence, I requested a book on
Bodhisattva Precepts from the Way-place. However,
as I was still young that time, the Dharma Master did
not allow me to request for the Precept book, because
she was afraid that I would be use the precepts to judge
other people. Even so, I really wanted to read the book
and so I managed to borrow the Precepts book from one
of the laywoman who registered to take the Bodhisattva
Precept and copied them down on my notebook. After
reading it, I felt that it was not that difficult to uphold
the precepts and decided that if I am given a chance to

do so, I must uphold them.
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I have always longed to go CTTB but the cost to go there was unimaginable
for a student like myself; even if I did not spend my pocket money and save
it up, it would take me five years before I could have enough to go CTTB.
Therefore, I have always thought that I might have to wait until I completed
my studies and started working before I could afford to travel to CTTB. My
thoughts initially was that CT'TB is a place where only the rich could go, but
now I think that anyone who has the vow to go and sincerity can go there.

I never thought that the day where I could fulfill my wish would come
in such a short period of time. Buddhas, Bodhisattvas and Shr Fu are really
compassionate. Coincidentally, my university was offering a student exchange
study program. When I heard about this, my eyes sparkled! I thought, the
opportunity has presented itself! I picked a Canadian university, because it’s
near to US and from there I could make my way to CTTB. On the other
hand, I know that it’s hard to get a US visa, and that I must have a solid reason
to ensure that the US visa would not be rejected; if not the application fees
would be a waste. The only way to increase the chances of my US visa being
approved is by having the Canada student visa which would make the process
much easier.

Because of the support and kindness from all the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas, everything went smoothly. Soon, I got the US visa. That’s how
I went to Canada to study for half a year. One day, I happened to see the
Transmission Bodhisattva Precepts notice at the Avatamsaka Monastery, I felt
so excited and happy! Buddhas and Bodhisattvas are too compassionate; they
really fulfill my wish of receiving the Bodhisattva Precepts. Initially, I was only
thinking of visiting CTTB or probably just participate in one or two Dharma
assemblies. Never in my wildest dreams did I think I would be able to come
across a transmission of Bodhisattva precepts in the year I visit CTTB. The
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas really gave me a huge bonus!

After I took the registration form, I was a little worried that my parents
would not allow me to take Bodhisattva precepts. Before that, I begged them
for one year to allow me to take five precepts. But this time, they agreed
readily which was surprising! That’s how I came the CTTB to take the
precepts. Frankly speaking, even now I still cannot believe that even without
the money, I was able to go to CTTB and take the supreme Bodhisattva
precepts. This is so inconceivable!

I was dwelling in dharma bliss during the one week of the redundant
classes on precepts, and I have a deeper understanding of the principles.
Bodhisattva precepts are basically mind-precepts. The mind and heart are our
starting points, and we must learn to have a big heart. The essence of the
precepts is to be selfless and think from the other people’s point of view.
Do not let yourself or your ego be your starting point. Precepts aren’t fixed,
they do have their flexibility, but you have to understand the reason behind
why the Buddha wanted to establish them. We need to know that it is not
that the “precepts are upholding us,” we are “upholding the precepts”. When
you understand this principle, upholding precepts is not difficult; in fact it

is a natural thing to do. You cannot use your precepts to judge others, it is

SepremBER 2014 VAsra Bobhi SEa |41

SMIN WIV3Y VINIVHQ

o 58 5t



DHARMA REALM NEws

o -8 5t

2 o

HHYBE - ANEHRHIA - |

s AR 2 AR T RS
2 E R LAE 7 IR HE AL S - Frnt
REEEESW | | BMEERFE TSR
7 Z A T R AR I 2 E SR E
WA B ros s | HEAEAR - ARE
R B ACA RS AR Z i B M -+
R KB IR > Bk ER
—HEFA

fEz B M AR D ER M B CEA S
x> wEA T HERTES KIS ES
AEPERE o NIL - FEfAMRES T —#ETE X
WREHY TS T - B ERZ 2R EhE R > N Fy
FEA 0 A MR E IR T E F A -
DR AR EETE T - 2/ D0 E IS
B —Egidk—  EREAHETE
ML - &EE T DESHERE 2 EE
o B AE L A EHE T AR

R EEME > A EEANEN
ARFERR LB F TG LRAY - i GaklE T4
FAFAHYERPY - R PR & LAY REE - 1R
EARERGHRA BHIEER - G253 TIFF

HhER > M4 HECREHEES S
9 HEGELE o PTPE i ! @

['o) '§O

| a7l SmERs_—Q-WERA
o ) (ond o

K <
(S N o
& . !

(4

meant to reflect the judgments of your own-self only. Besides, when you are
upholding the precepts, you should not let the people surrounding you be
afflicted; you have to always stand in their shoes and think from their point of
view. You have to learn to tell yourself: “Every fault is my fault, do not blame
others.”

During this period of time, many people asked me: “Do you think you
would be able to uphold Bodhisattva Precepts at this young age? You will know
how hard it is to uphold the precepts once you work in the society!” I thought
to myself then: Does it mean that I have to wait till when I'm old and then I
can receive the precepts? Isn't it better to take precepts when youre young? It is
when we are young that bad habits are easier to change. And I believe in the
saying, “If there is a will, there’s a way.” We should not give up precepts only
because that we are currently living in the Dharma-ending age where it is easier
to violate precepts. In fact, we should be even more adamant in upholding the
precepts, because in this way we can at least become like a stream of purity in
the Dharma-ending age.

Sometimes in this Saha-world, we cannot make decisions for ourselves
due to various circumstances. However, if we use precepts as our guideline,
we would not tread on the wrong path. Therefore, in a situation where I could
not guarantee where will I be in the next life, I should uphold this Bodhisattva
precepts even more vigorously, because this Bodhisattva precepts will be with
you, life after life, until we attain Buddhahood. Perhaps if I fall into evil paths
in the future, at least I have the precept substance with me; it will pull me
out and I will still have the chance to encounter Buddhadharma again. I have
been longing to uphold the Bodhisattva Precepts for five years; with this rare
opportunity of entering this Jewel Mountain, I would definitely make use of
this opportunity to earn some treasure out of this encounter!

After I have taken the Bodhisattva precepts, I felt an indescribable joy; it
is like the type of joy you feel when you found something that was long lost,
feeling very blessed and happy. I truly cherish the opportunity to uphold the
Bodhisattva precepts, as I know they are not easy to encounter. I will try my

best to uphold the Bodhisattva precepts and benefit the living beings. I vow

to end sufferings, attain bliss and realize Bodhi as soon as possible. Amitabha! #
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