RERBA 0 BPANFEGIL

201412 REE K152 B

(48
The Buddha’s precepts observed, the Buddhahood realized
-Successful Completion of the 2014 Transmission

of the Lay-Bodhisattva Precepts oD,
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(Continued from the front inner cover)

Before the actual precept could be transmitted, the laymen and laywomen were
separately taught the Bodhisattva precepts. The class started on July 30" and lasted
for five and a half days. On the laymen’s side, the sixty-one preceptees were divided
into three language groups comprised of Chinese, English, Vietnamese, and taught
by eleven CTTB Bhikshus. On the laywomen’s side, the 146 preceptees altogether
attended a class where instructions were given in Chinese and English. Their class
was held in the Confucius Hall instead, with several Bhikshunis taking turns in
giving instruction and translating into Vietnamese and Cantonese languages
simultaneously.

The preceptees expressed great enthusiasm towards learning the precepts. They
took good notes and were very attentive to what was taught in the class. Despite the
fact that all of them had already received the five precepts previously, through this
learning, they actually gained a deeper understanding of the Vinaya rules. In their
evaluations at the end of the class, all of them agreed that the experience was very
worthwhile as they benefited from the learning greatly and were thus filled with
Dharma joy.

"This Bodhisattva session took place in the middle of summer and the temperature
at times could peak to 104 degrees during high noon. Despite the heat, no one
missed any or even part of a class. On the last day of the class, the temperature
significantly dropped by ten degrees, likely due to the participant’s extreme sincerity
which could be felt in all corners of the City. Cool air returned on the day of
transmission followed by a few drops of sweet-dew light rain giving it a feeling of a
typical autumn day in the midst of summer. At the end of the ceremony, everyone
proceeded to the Five Contemplation Hall for a traditional group photo with some
seeking shelter from heavy rain under an umbrella. Finally The Dharma Masters
and the preceptees happily posed for the camera to mark the success and grand
completion of the transmission. Together, they added a new and legendary chapter

to the history of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association. ®
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