The Story of My Mother and the Venerable Master
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Spoken by Bhikshu Heng Lai at Gold Summit Monastery on August 11, 2014 @  Chinese Translation by Chin-Ben Ling and Chin-Xi Ma
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Amituofo! Today is the Ullambana
Day, and I'm supposed to talk about
Ullambana. I can tell that story
about my mother.

When I started going to Gold
Mountain back in 1971, my mother
thought I was crazy. She said, “What
are you doing?” So I tried to tell
her all my experiences with Shr
Fu, but that was a mistake because
how could she possibly believe that?
She always thought I was a little bit
crazy, actually. She said to me, “You
might be losing your mind.” In fact,
it was several years after I came to
live at Gold Mountain, that Shr Fu
had me come up and tell my story.
Then he used to make me do it all
the time after that.

Over the years, she settled down
a little bit and came to accept the
fact that I was a monk. She used to

come to Gold Mountain once in
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awhile, on special days or to bring a lunch offering. She met the Master a
couple of times but never really talked to him.

One day she told me that Shr Fu had called her and talked to her for
a time with the former Heng Kuan translating. I didn’t know about this
until my mother told me. She said, “He was so kind. I've never talked to
Shr Fu before.” My mother told me that he told her not to worry and that
everything was going to be OK. I later asked Heng Kuan about it and he
certified it. He said, “Oh yeah, we called your mother and talked to her
for quite awhile.”

A few weeks later, my mother was stricken with advanced cancer. It
had already metastasized, which meant that she didn’t have long to live.
They put her immediately in the hospital and I began to understand why
Shr Fu called her. When she went into the hospital, Shr Fu told me, “Just
be next to her and help make her comfortable. Recite the Earth Store
Sutra for her and everything will be OK.”

I told Shr Fu that the doctor wanted to give her chemotherapy, and
he said, “He can do what he wants, but it’s not going to do her any good.
So a few weeks later, she passed away. She was relatively young, actually.
She was only 58. I'm much older than she was now. My father also died
when he was young. He was only 53.

A few days after she died, I had a dream. She invited me to go to
lunch with her. We went to a restaurant and sat down. I asked her how
she was doing and how was everything. She said everything was OK and
that Shr Fu came and helped her. She wouldn’t have this kind of comfort
now, if it wasn’t for him. I am always very grateful to Shr Fu because I
really had no ability to help her like that.

For the next few months, every once in awhile, I'd go out to lunch
with my mother in my dreams. She'd invite me out to lunch with her and
wed go to another restaurant. When she no longer invited me to go to
lunch anymore, I told Shr Fu about these dreams. He said, “That’s OK,
she’s gone off to rebirth, so that’s why she’s not inviting you out to lunch
anymore.”

That always impressed me - the enormous power of the Bodhisattva
that Shr Fu certainly was. He was able to help all living beings in all
kinds of conditions and he manifested great compassion. If you have
the Bodhisattva way, your mind is that - compassion, and it’s not just
talk, it is really going on. It just shows the great minds and vast vows
Bodhisattvas have, because I always thought, Shr Fu was so busy trying
to save all of his disciples, how can he take care of my mother, who hasn’t
even taken refuge? It just shows what a great heart he had to do that, and
I'll always be thankful to Shr Fu for that.

Question: What about your father? Did he ever meet Shr Fu?

DM Lai: My father used to be in the Marine Corps in World War 11
and had to fight the Japanese. He was able to meet Shr Fu before he died in

1973 - that was only a couple of years after I was living in the monastery.
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He had a massive heart attack. Shr Fu
said that my father left his body very
quickly. When people die very fast
or they die violently, they leave their
bodies right away. Otherwise, if they
die a more natural death, they hang
around their body because you dont
know where else to go. Most people
are so confused by birth and death
that they just hang around there.
When you leave very quickly like that,
when you die quickly, you tend to go
right off.

I'm sure, although I had no
dreams of my father, that Shr Fu took
care of him the best that he could. My
father never took refuge or anything,
but he did respect Shr Fu very
much, even more than my mother
in a strange sense. My father went to
college in San Diego before he went
into the Marine Corps. When he was
in college, a swami from India, came
and he had some Way about him - he
had some chi; he had some kung fu.

The swami was in an auditorium
lecturing all these young college
students. This is like 1940, or the
1930’s - a long time ago - before World
War II started. He was telling them
about the Way. He was telling them
about cultivation, basically. My father
described it to me, that the swami had
spiritual power - he opened his hands
up and many birds flew in through
the windows of the gymnasium and
gathered around him. My father knew
that there were real spiritual beings and
he always suspected that Shr Fu had
that kind of power, although Shr Fu
never demonstrated it. My father kind
of respected Shr Fu, because he knew
that he had some Way about him. My
father didn’t understand it, but he
knew that Shr Fu had something. &

o —(EERGARKRMIA - 5t
IERSHR TEISCHYRAE L FRRE k2
JEVHTRTAL

] ARV SCHRE 2 A2 A R
HAAMAC 2

ARVERN ¢+ FRACHIE Bk AR LA
VEEE R > BLH ARITEREL o i
1E19734F 5 AT o 48 BB AT « fth
AR MBS 1% R Ry Lol
REETEIM Y » BISCER ACHR AT
AR TRELEER TMEY B RE o B AR
TEECE FRIERE o MR ER S S -
BEGHARS - T AEEZAVET 1R il
a5 & 72 PO AS B B AR - (R Ry
RNHIEZE LN - KRZSEAEEIE
pres e O i e RN IA 6 o wa sl ey - (D g
el « AHEZ > ANERFES P - skt
BEGFATFRL -

B OHSER - FOGHE R
il > (HIREES > AICEEH THRK
HY I EE B o FRACEHTEARIMKES
RGBT IEE > (B il 28 LE AR B R AR
BliSC » B G A BE R - SCHIATHE
VR PERR PR 2 A o S BLEE N BE M A
ETHUREE - FERCHEARE > A —ArENE
HIRRIZRAZ - 2 A —RE ——
et TR, o —EETk e

TR Z AT 0 KREITE19304F
R B KEITETS & 2 B AT R
B ESE > I e8 T E ) GfIER
ik > EELENET I EW -
TR B e =X e N =¥ [Nz
BA ] ——EMiEFEE -
FHBAEE - MaTar 22 S EE S Y
B - B ETMMAY HE
LSRRG EEE A I AZE
WEEFAENY - T fit aa & sErm L
FLEERII A - EEEISCE AR S
RS — B o SCHRIRISERETAC
KRB A BRI B FAHAE T E
o BfE SR AR BA R (B AR
BRI EHHAE B/ - @

26! ERIERE —o—MENS




