The Analects of Confucius

Bk - BT %R
Lectures by the Venerable Master Hua
English translation by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong

Bitwh sdmzun > kN
o Gy A 3 g

P

(continued)

FAL L A

DHARMA TALK DHARMA RAINAr E B OE W

THURNE S BUM - BER
HES P > ARERAYEG (% 0 BAEEA (T
TR SEREE > FEER (TIEREIMY K
B RS BITFEEET 0
JEHET T EEPNERRE ST ZF
T JEESCRT > AR T EE
{EBF % > A RERER IS -

EEC L — E AR ESE - —
ANHyA s —fE AHYEETR 5 FRAFIFEM
BE o ZGEINE T ERRE T o Bt
EElE - WMEREHEE 3T - K
IR EE e T -

v FB: MBRREBCE - BN
B FCE > BUER  BRCE
HBR R RERCENFES - B
EE—BRENKRICRTE - BEKRENR

18] &MIEIRE —o—MMFENA

Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

In times of hardship, he is definitely mindful of it too. ‘HH}ifi” (dian pei) refers to
a situation whereby a person ends up destitute and homeless or becomes a refugee.
Examples are major catastrophes or unforeseen disasters. At such a time, whether
it is one’s luggage or whether one is even wearing any clothes at all, everything is
forgotten. Wandering about penniless, there is no home or base to return to. Even
in such conditions, one must not be apart from benevolence.

Benevolence is a person’s soul, a person’s life and a person’s energy source. In
Buddhism, when we take the precepts, we talk about the ‘seed of goodness’. That is
benevolence. If we are able to understand this point, then we will understand the

principles of humanity.

(6) The Master said, “I have not seen a person who is keen on cultivating
benevolence and, at the same time, dislikes others who are inhumane. A person
who is keen on cultivating benevolence is incomparably noble, whereas a
person who dislikes inhumane people will conduct himself in a benevolent
way just to avoid being influenced by the latter. Is there anyone who is able to
apply himself diligently for an entire day to fulfill the qualities of benevolence?

I have yet to see an individual whose efforts are lacking in this respect. Perhaps



BE  BAZR BRZRMB -

"FH L ALTFER . T ECREFC
FHoowmAMMIE o BEHE EE
T MEFm AN BLETE
MEENAN © BFCE - BEEFEA
HIA - B2 FE RAMEE RS A5 ARy
N AR ECEHME A F 2w AR -
R B tAlz= A stEa A RFIRA
EEAN MW AFEEREEA o K
{HEEUE ? A S EREFE A - st
S E— @R ARV T 5 BrLUEEF]
A SRR NMEFE 0 BT
FIEREEEIEEAN 5 Mt A Eat R
it o P DU JE Rt B ERIE - FIA
B - EFLEEH B CE 0 R
A LAY -

L o TR 8
HrbEEFEE AT o B ERE—
% ? AR/ TR BEFIR - HEEA
L B8R PRI ; SRR
T MR E A AR
FrLAfLFEiE—RE - TR E
BE(E AR SRR RS
AN > STRREABIAN » T HBEC
2 A TEMEC . TR CE
FHE A EEEN B IR
FAMBCNE £ AT SRR
HIAN °

RIS BRI - i8N G 2
EARGEE BTN BERFEFED
MEEC - EEFER A - FrDAAEREA
W T=ANEC ) o BRI RER
= HEMmH MY A - EECHEE
HALF S FTDVARIM T SGR T EEE
Ao THERE, - TEREC,
IERb R E(E

"HEE—HHEENDNC R, E
FHHRESH—REESIETH@ANE
FEITAIAIE ? THARRITREH |
IR RMTERSHY - BEREAIA
R = EM - —EHANEN g

HizE &= - s[548

there are such persons but I have not come across any so far.”

The Master said. Confucius said this. I have not seen a person who is keen on
cultivating benevolence and, at the same time, dislikes others who are inhumane.
The character ‘4f (hao) means ‘to like’ or ‘be keen on’. /= (rén) refers to a person
who benefits other people, or a person who practices the Bodhisattva path. One who
is keen on cultivating benevolence is one who enjoys benefitting others. I have not
seen a person who truly likes benefitting people and yet dislikes those who do not
benefit others. A person who benefits humanity will never detest those individuals
who do not benefit others or who persist in harming others. Why is this so? If he
were to loathe such people, then he is not qualified to be called ‘one who benefits
others’. Therefore, the act of benefitting people is all-encompassing. ‘Inhumane
beings’ includes all kinds of venomous snakes and ferocious beasts. Even then, he
does not find them repugnant. Therefore, when Shakyamuni Buddha offered his
body to feed a tiger and sliced his flesh to feed an eagle, this is proof that one who
is keen on cultivating benevolence does not dislike people who are not benevolent.

A person who is keen on cultivating benevolence is incomparably noble.
Nothing can be more noble or lofty than this. What is the purpose of this passage?
It is because of Zilu (a disciple of Confucius) who is fond of bravery and relentless
fighting, and who hates evildoers as if they were his personal enemies. At the sight
of any injustice, he will draw his sword to help the victims. If there is anyone who
has committed wrongs, he will step forward to deal with that heartless fellow. This
is the reason for Confucius speaking this passage. Whereas a person who dislikes
inhumane people. This person detests people who are not benevolent, meaning
those who do not benefit others or who bring harm to others. He will conduct
himself in a benevolent way. He puts the concept of benevolence into practice
just to avoid being influenced by the latter. His aim is to prevent himself and the
people around him from being labelled as ‘inhumane’. For this reason, he dislikes
people who are not benevolent.

Now, is it wrong to dislike people who are lacking in benevolence? There is also
some truth in this because a person is unable to apply benevolence at all times to
benefit others. That is why it is said that Yan Yuan (a disciple of Confucius) could
“avoid acting contrary to benevolent conduct for three months”. Yan Yuan was able
to benefit others continuously only for a period of three months. Being benevolent
is to treat others well. Elsewhere in the text where it says: “A benevolent person loves
humanity”, “Living in a benevolent neighborhood is ideal” and “If a person chooses
not to reside amongst benevolent people”—all these passages are referring to the
same thing.

Is there anyone who is able to apply himself diligently for an entire day to
fulfill the qualities of benevolence? Could there, perhaps, be a person who is truly
able to apply effort for a whole day in the practice of benefitting others? I have yet to
see an individual whose efforts are lacking in this respect. I don’t see anyone who
lacks the capability. If such a person were to put it into practice, he would definitely
have the strength and capability to do so. Perhaps there are such persons but I have

not come across any so far.
sdTo be continued
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