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59. Fox Immortals Taking Refuge

The Venerable Master Hua made eighteen great vows. One of them is “I vow
that as long as there is a single god, immortal, human, asura, air or water-bound
creature, animate or inanimate object, or a single dragon, beast, ghost, spirit,
or the like of the spiritual realm that has taken refuge with me and has not
accomplished Buddhahood, I too will not attain Proper Enlightenment.” The
Ven. Master’s vow power and his merit and virtue touched and influenced more
than 800 white foxes. These foxes were able to transform into human beings
and take refuge with the Venerable Master Hua. Moreover, when the Master’s
mother fell sick, he wanted to seek medicine from the Fox Immortal at Beiyin
River, but he failed. Surprisingly, later the Fox Immortal wanted to take refuge

from the Master.

Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words:

“In the fourth village, which in Chinese is called Tuen, there was a day when
eight hundred fox came to me to take refuge. They came in the form of human
beings! They cultivated the Way quite sincerely, taking special care to aid and
assist others. Some even treated people’s illnesses for free. In Manchuria there is
a kind of witch doctor who is possessed people in order to cure their illnesses. In
Cantonese, this is called a “spirit entering the body.” In Manchuria it is called,

“the dancing of spirits.” These doctors are called “shamans” or “witch doctors.”
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How do the dancing spirits dance? When the spirits come, the shaman
puts a red-hot cap on his head, or an iron belt around his waist, or iron shoes
on his feet. This is called “hua ($% )” in Chinese. Some people call it “putting
on armor.” The shaman may also use a metal drill to bore through his own
shoulders (without the aiding power of those spirits who possess the shaman, he
would not be able to perform such feats). In northern China there is something
called a “hay cutter.” The shamans drive a spike completely through each of
their shoulders piercing the shoulders from front to rear. They then hang two
blades on both ends of the sharpened spike by means of a hole in the blades.
In this way each shoulder is pierced by a spike and each spike has two blades
hung on it, one in front and one in back of each shoulder. These blades are then
swung back and forth, or around in circles. This makes a clanging sound. This

is an awesome and terrifying spectacle that causes people’s hair to stand on end.

60. Subduing the Yellow Immortals

People say, “Dragons and tigers are subdued by those who have accomplished
the great Way, and ghosts and spirits pay respect to those who have lofty
virtues.” Without fearing toil or troubles, the Venerable Master bestowed his
grace and dispensed his teachings to disciples in the same manner that Zhuge
Liang captured Meng Huo seven times and released him seven times (in order
to win him over). Once, the Venerable Master subdued a few cunning Yellow
Immortals (the Weasel Immortals) and influenced them to take refuge and

receive his teachings.

Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words:
In the north, there are Fox and Yellow Immortals. The Fox Immortal is the fox,
and the Yellow Immortal is the weasel, people often call it Huang Pizi. In the
north these two animals are regarded as immortals or spirits, because they are
usually mean and can make you sick if you say just one wrong sentence. I once
met a Yellow Immortal. It made a person come down with an unusual sickness.
He came to have a Dharma-fight with me, (probably because he saw that I was
about to heal the patient). I used one of the Forty-two Hands, the String Hand,
to catch him. Seeing that he could not get an upper hand, he possessed the
patient and said, “Let me go please, I will take refuge with you.“ I said, “OK,
you can take refuge,” and then I released him. Originally, I wanted to do the
Refuge ceremony for him when we arrived at the monastery, but he cheated me
and did not come to the monastery; he liked to tell lies.

The patient recovered when I was there, but became sick again after I left.
So, I went back again to catch the Immortal. Back and forth, I caught and
released him three or four times. Finally, I said, “If you ever tell a lie again, I
will teach you a lesson; you really have to rectify yourself to be good.” Only
by doing this did he ceased to tell lies. Therefore, it is not easy to take across a
living being. Take a look at Mr. Yellow Face, he cheated me over and over, three
or four times; but I did not feel wearied or disgusted by him. Eventually I did
the Refuge ceremony for him, and gave him the Dharma name of Guo Wang,.
This was the first time that a Yellow Immortal (weasel spirit) came to take refuge
with me. You have never heard of these things, and perhaps don’t believe what

I'm telling you. However, they were my real experiences.
50 To be continued
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