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The Eighteenth Patriarch

- Venerable Gayasata (continued)
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on August 21, 1981
English Translation by Guo Ru Jou
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He did not understand for one year and was deluded for a hundred.
Why did the child say he was a hundred years old? Because he still had not
understood the Buddhas’ Dharma-door of the Mind Seal.

This was not like the joke of some ordinary child who is obviously
not a hundred years old but jokes that he is. The Patriarch-to-be knew
others would not believe him, so why did he still speak like this? Because
he wanted to express that he did not understand the real Buddhadharma.
Therefore he said he was a hundred years old. He did not even understand
this one year, so of course he would be deluded regarding a hundred years.

He had passed the time in vain — days and months all empty. For a
long time he had not even attained the slightest real accomplishment. Every
day he would merely eat, wear clothes, and sleep. He had not created any
merit and virtue in the world, so the days and months had passed in vain.

It is neither wind nor bell that moves — it is the mind. The sound
really comes from the mind’s discriminations.

As is reality, so are the potentials. You know it for yourself. Whether it
tallies with the principle or the potentials, I myself know. If you understand
genuine principles, then you tally with the principle and the potentials. So
whether it tallies with my potential or not, I myself know.

Stilling and quieting all the transformations, there’s no place to
dwell. The bliss of serenity and the great transformation are all without
something they can rely on. It is just the state referred to by the quote from

the Vazjra Sutra that ‘one’s mind should not dwell anywhere.’



TR EREATE ) EEEFNREE > AKX Vast, great and infinitely subtle, what problem is there? The

AL EEF R AT 0 Rt S T ESEAT(E original substance of the Way is extremely vast, great and infinitely
¥ MmAEEL, - subtle. It is neither fast nor slow.
TREARIEMCE B | MBS A BEM > B Coming and going, he was liberated apart from all
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and hindrance; he was very natural.
This is today’s verse. If it is not well written, you can help me

correct it. If it is good, then you can learn from it. &
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- z‘ ‘& @ ‘% 1é ( ’/%\ ) Another deed that determines deafness:
To not listen well to Sutra recitals.
Cause and Eﬂ‘e ct Sutr a Sores and scabies bother some people
(continued) Who gave stinking fish and flesh to the Buddhas.

People who reek with a terrible stench

bk AR AATE 2 A R A IR Sold inferior scents and phony goods.

SAEBRAEME 2 AT E AMIEE o
LA BRAMA? ATEREETFRA
Sk PILAMTE ? AT I8 R EH LAk o
AR EINIE AFTH ? ATt B QBRI A o
FHKEAMA 2 KAD LR F
RREEAG AR 2 AT KR HIAA

o

Why do some by their own hand hang themselves?
Before, they used nooses to capture their prey.
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All those widowed, alone, unwed, or orphaned,

Are now paid justly for former jealousy.
Those struck by lightning, consumed by fire,

o

Rigged their scales to better their business income.

o

Fierce tigers and snakes that feast on people

ERAERAR R ER/MA? Are enemies bearing resentments from lives before.
FERREEARL  BAERKZRAALY ° In our myriad deeds, whatever we do,

FASvEL S L 155 » (A HFBR AT 248 A © We reap our own rewards, its true.

GRS L 2 » A GFEEEA o Who can we blame for our woe in the hells?
EABBREG > BHERE AL Who can there be to blame but ourselves?
FEAGHEERE LR Don’t say that cause and effect is unseen.
HALZERARE » #R DAL Look at you, your offspring, heirs, and grand. children.

o F 4 If you doubt the good of pure eating and giving,

Look around and find those enjoying fortune.

Having practiced of old, they now harvest abundance.

1o cultivate now will bring blessings anew.

Those who slander the cause and effect in this Sutra

Will fall and have no chance to be human.

Those who recite and uphold this Sutra

Apre supported by Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.

Write out this Sutra, study it hard

And in the future your families will flourish. — s010 be continued
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