Bidding farewell, Spring Breeze Travels High and Far
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Developing Virtue Secondary School
Boys Division Graduation

Written by Bhikshu Heng Shiin
Chinese Translation by Michael Lu

Six students in the Boys Division of the Developing Virtue Secondary
School (DVSS) graduated on Thursday, June 12, 2014. Some of the
most heartfelt speeches that I have ever heard in my nearly 20 years of
attending graduations were given during this memorable graduation.
Alec Luu’s uncle, Dr. Chung Truong, explained how proud his entire
family was to see how Alec had matured into a highly disciplined, serious
student. Before attending DVSS, Dr. Truong would have to encourage
Alec to “Work harder! Study more, please!!” Now, he has to tell him to
take it easy “Take it easy! Don't study so hard, please!!”

After teaching English and Social Studies in our schools for 19
years, Mr. Hibshman gave a very moving talk upon his retirement in
which told of how teaching in our schools has been one of the most
meaningful experiences in his life. Just imagine that he has taught
students in the graduating classes going back to 1997-1998 until the
present. Fortunately, Mr. Hibshman will continue to offer tutoring
to students, even though he has formally ended his teaching in the
classroom. Mr. Hibshman'’s career as a classroom teacher actually began
in 1967!

The opening speaker, Dharma Master Jin Fan, representing the abbot
of the monastery, Dharma Master Heng Lyu, gave his congratulations

to all the graduates. That was his first major point. His second point
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was that he hoped that these graduates would be seeds for “developing virtue”

in each of the colleges they would attend. And his final point was a profound
wish that these seeds would sprout in the future to become “developing
virtue” universities in and of themselves. In this way, the Venerable Master’s
teaching of the core virtues of filial piety, citizenship, and humane kindness
and benevolence, would spread throughout America and the rest of the world.

Bobby Antalek Jr. who graduated in 2002-2003, which was the first year
that Mr. Lewis “Mack” Bostick served a principal of the school, gave a speech
at the graduation as the alumni representative.

This year’s graduates were: Rex Lin, Benjamin Phua, Hong Xiang Bai,
Tim Hau, Charly Azzolin, and Alec Luu. The universities that they will be
attending (in random order) are University of Australia- Sydney, University
College Utrecht in the Netherlands, UC Berkeley, UC Riverside, University of
the West, and Mendocino College. Although the graduates had been working
tirelessly during these last several weeks in preparing for and competing in the
San Jose Basketball Tournament sponsored by the Association of Northern
California Chinese Schools, finalizing their 180-page yearbook (several all-
nighters for that one), practicing for their summer journey to Trinidad
where they will introduce Buddhism, the Lion and Dragon Dance as well as
traditional Chinese music and Festival Drumming, and many other end of the
year activities and homework etc. they were still able to give some excellent
speeches for the 100 + visitors who attended the graduation.

Now we must not fail to mention that Mr. Bostick was the keynote speaker.
Mr. Bostick will be retiring as the longest serving principal of the DVSS-Boys

Division. He was our principal for 12 years.

Special Tribute to Mr. Bostick

It has been an honor and privilege to work together with Mr. Lewis “Mack”
Bostick these last 12 years as he has tirelessly and selflessly served our school
as the principal. Mr. Bostick exemplifies the Confucian maxim, “K/\4HEFL”
or “doing things selflessly for the public good.” Of the many accomplishments
that Mr. Bostick achieved, one of the most significant was his leadership in
getting our school accreditation from the Western Association of Schools and

Colleges (WASC). Developing Virtue Secondary School thus became the first
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Buddhist school in the United States to receive full accreditation
from a regional accrediting organization- the gold standard for
accreditation- in 2007.

Mr. Bostick’s impeccable moral integrity is greatly admired by
all the teachers. Over the 14 years that he has worked for the school
(he was a volunteer teacher for a couple of years before becoming
principal), the students have regarded him as a kind and loving
grandfather. We can say that the contribution that Mr. Bostick has
made to the school during these many years & K[fE “like the

expanse of heaven knows no bounds.”

Developing Virtue Girls School Class of 2014

Written by Bhikshuni Jin Xiang

Chinese Translation by Katherine Tsai

At the Wonderful Words Hall at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, a sunny afternoon of June 13th saw eleven girls in bright
blue graduation gowns arrive at their final day at the Developing
Virtue Girls' School (DVGS). This year of 2014 marks the 32nd
year of the founding of Developing Virtue Secondary School. In
align with the school’s Mission and Ideals, appropriate awards were
given to students to recognize their excellence in academics as well as
on character. The school also awarded diplomas to sixteen students,
promoting them to the ninth grade. The principal, in her speech,
expressed optimism that the class of 2014 will spread “their virtue,
the DVGS seeds to many universities in California, Canada, Europe,
and South East Asia. They will be bringing along their legacies that
they have created thus far and will develop many more legacies in the
years to come. Class of 2014! We rely on your stewardship! Let the
DVGS seeds ripple forth across the seas. We look forward to walking
this journey with you.”

This year, graduating seniors come from different countries,
growing up from diverse family backgrounds, and they enter DVGS
at different years. Throughout their years at CTTB, they encounter
various difficulties and memorable events, at this moment before
they graduate; they express their gratitude and appreciation through
their own ways.

In just a few years, they learnt to change their flaws and improve
their characters, they are proud to say they attended school at
DVGS. During their time at CTTB, they align moral principles to
their lifestyle and focus more on their behaviors because they believe
in karma and consequences. In the past, they might not realize how
fortunate they are, but today, they have all grown up to become more
positive and more accepting. Education is the foundation of human

beings, and CTTB successfully transformed them. Instead of thinking

48] &MIERE —o—MENS

ERTD > FrA RV EE MR — A BRI HTH
5o PNIE - ERHrs pE e i LA AT ER A I 2R
HuEE " ZREMm, -

AR 2014 R ELE

bb BRI HE X
Rk 73

6 HI3HAFRARY PR > (EEEIAVIDEEEE - +—
i & B AR SR AR L H T M P E LY B —
K e 201455 —F > WARREIFE T EEB32FAIIE
S SROREAMCHYSE 5 BRRS - 1B KRR RIRERE
BT LU AL (88 RAVERA - [FIRF IR S 58 E 45 Hl)
R ETVFREREY N 824 - DUE SR - FoRe
HWFIR - AR E BT B R B RN E A T

RHEE 15 e SR AR AR RN ~ JO==k ~ BOMELR:
P SRR A RS o AP AR BT SRy — 1))
AR O EBHEYARZK » HLiR2014 8 3E3E - R0
FYIEFREE R - MR IR EHL -

TV EEEEERKEAFENEE - &R
AEIHIZE - AEAR R EIIASRS R S (A RS
JiE o EAERVIEGR - R TIRZHYERSE - fERDRAEERE
EEHIEERT L] > dh MR B CRY RS REZ AL
A RERIRGH -

R FE R - BB RS EHHE -
I TIRZ N FHVETE - L E ORISR L
I ER A 1 ENEN SESEAIBEMHE - [EEENGEE TSR
2 e mEEEMALIEE S - EINERA
R DUl > SEAGEEEH CE R EEE > BE



about their own development, they have come to realize that changing and improving is never too late because reaching their goals is
not just their development but to help many others who are in need. They have accepted the mission to follow up the steps of many
alumni, which makes this world a greater place.

Graduating from Developing Virtue Girl School, there will be more challenges along the road. However, those will no longer be
difficule because what they learnt at CTTB will always be useful. Graduating is not an ending, but a new beginning; each and every

one will be successful in the future. &
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