A Prevalent Manifestation

HAUANIRE
Spoken by Bhikshuni Jin Kai
Venerable Master, Buddhas, A EEREERE - &7 at the Buddha Hall of CTTB on September 5, 2013

Bodhisattvas, Dharma Masters and
all Dharma Friends, Good Evening,.
Tonight I was asked to share some
experience surrounding the Earth
Store Sutra and the Great Compassion
Mantra, which happens to be one of
my favourite sutras. Please forgive me
if I say anything that does not accord
with the Dharma.

Last month when I accompanied
Bhikshuni  who  was

conducting a meditation session

another

at Yoga Mendocino Center in
Ukiah, during the question and
answer section a woman asked me
“What is a Sutra?” Knowing that
this woman was from the Judeo-
Christian background, I answered
“You know the Bible? Well the Bible
is to Christianity, what the Sutra is to
Buddhism. Sutras are the scriptures
of Buddhism.”

The commentary in the Prajna

Paramita Sutra gives a very simple
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and clear description of the Function of Sutras.....it says “The concern
of all the Sutras the Buddha spoke is simply about the life and death of
living beings...what is good versus what is evil; what the world is; why
we are born into this world and where we will go when we die; what we
should do with ourselves now while we are in the world; and how we can
stop our suffering and find true happiness for ourselves and others”....
these are the questions that the Buddha answered which are found in all
Sutras.

Earth Store Sutra is a sutra about filiality, repaying kindness, liberating
beings and eliminating suffering. A few days ago a resident Bhikshuni
walked into the Girls school trying to locate the telephone number of
a teacher who has retired from the Girls school almost a decade ago.
What made this request so special is that her nephew who is now in
university, and who now recognizes the value in being filial, wanted to
contact this retired teacher who also taught him many years ago, to thank
her for having corrected his wrongdoing many years ago, when he was an
elementary school student in the Boys school.

In Venerable Master’s commentary he indicated that we can invoke
the names of Buddhas, Bodhisattvas as well as the sutras to help give relief
to beings with weighty karmic loads, who are headed for great suffering.
Venerable Master also stated that even if a person is on the verge of dying,
the words of the sutra will enter the 8th Consciousness of that person.
At birth this 8th Consciousness is the first to arrive and at death it is the
last to leave. Venerable Master adds that at the final moment, people tend
to awaken to what they have done, oftentimes manifesting a good heart,
becoming aware of their past errors and wanting to repent.

I am reminded of my maternal grandmother who passed away a few
years ago at the age of 104. Years after leaving the Caribbean Island of
Grand Cayman, she lived with my mother and aunt in New York, and
about 6 months before her passing, on a daily basis she would wail and
cry non-stop, saying things like “they are hurting me, beating me, kicking
me,” and listing all manner of abuses that she was undergoing, indicating
that “They” were taking her away and that she did not want to go. Her
constant weeping and wailing could be heard in the hallways outside the
apartment. Her pleading and shouting that she did not want to go and
that she did not want to be “taken away by them,” gave my Mum and my
aunt continuous sleepless nights and agonizing days.

One day my Aunt decided to turn on the Grear Compassion Mantra
recitation machine and place it next to Grandma’s bed. Literally, within
15 minutes of playing the Grear Compassion Mantra they told me that she
had calmed down and that her wailing had decreased by 90 percent. They
were amazed, and my Mum asked me, “What is that Chinese music that
quited Mamma down?” I told her “Mum it is the power of the mantra,”
and went on to tell her many stories and testimonials from CTTB
residents who had received magical responses from this Grear Compassion

Mantra . Since then, the experience of the Great Compassion Mantra has
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left its mark on My Mum, who will often say to me “I don’t know what
it is about your Buddhas, but there is a power that is beyond words.”
To this day they keep the recitation machine turned on low volume in
the apartment.

‘When I had gone to visit her in New York a week before she passed
away, my grandma pointed next to the bed and began yelling at what she
called “a black angel” (she used a Creole/patois expression to describe
“them” that was hurting her). Although I could not see the black angel
she was referring to, I remember feeling my hairs stand on ends due to
the energy in the room. I asked her not to be angry at them and she said
OK, and in turn said to me “ask them not to hurt me.”

Before going to visit her in New York, I remember planning to
read the Earth Store Sutra, and so I had taken along a copy of this sutra.
But unfortunately I had accidentally left my English copy behind and
had only a copy in Mandarin with Pin-yin (transliteration of Chinese
sounds). I am unable to read mandarin. I followed along clumsily
with the Pin-yin while in my mind, trying to recollect the meaning in
English. My Grandma listened quietly for a while, then fell asleep as I
continued slowly to recite in Pin-yin.

I reflected on my Grandma’s feeling of being tortured, her wailing
and responding to beings surrounding her that were invisible to the rest
of the family, knowing that she had no dementia and she was mentally
stable, I reckoned that these experiences she was having were very real
and vivid to her.

I thought about the Venerable Master’s words in his commentary
on the Earth Store Bodbisattva Sutra, when he said that “just as there
are prisons in our world which are established to reform offenders
and criminals, there are also prisons in the shadowy places within the
ground. These prisons, he added, differ from prisons in our world in
that they are not established by a judiciary system ...”, he explained that
these prisons have no concrete forms, and that when someone is due to
fall into one of those prisons due to misdeeds of the past, these prisons
manifest and appear as a result of that person’s Karma.

When I first came to CTTB in 2002 after having lived and worked
in New York and New Mexico, a Dharma Master gave me a copy of
the Earth Store Sutra to read. Wow! I could barely keep my eyes open
after reading the first few pages of this Sutra. I was overcome by such
exhaustion each time that I opened it, and before you knew it, I was
sound asleep.

As CTTB is a place of great learning and transformation, it did not
take long for my good and wise advisors...(I have many good and wise
advisors here, both Laity and Sangha) to teach me that the exhaustion I
was experiencing when reading the sutra was a result of my heavy karmic
offenses which were acting as obstructions. The same extreme sleepiness
used to hit me when I first began chanting the Shurangama Mantra

and was even more overpowering when doing the Great Compassion
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Repentance Ceremony at 12:30 each afternoon.

In Dr. Verhoeven’s DRBU class one day I mentioned how lethargic
and tired I became during the Great Compassion Repentance Ceremony,
so much so that I had to leave after the first 10 minutes of the repentance
ceremony. When I mentioned this in class, Dr. V. said “whatever you do,
don’t leave the Buhha Hall during the repentance even if you have to go
to the back of the Buddha Hall to rest, just stay there for its entirety.” He
further explained the reason being Karmic. So I decided to follow his advice
and stayed in Buddha Hall during the Great Compassion Repentance.

Shortly thereafter I noticed a bad smell, like the smell of meat,
surrounding me and I wondered what it was, because I knew that I was
clean, my clothes were clean. So what was it? ...puzzled I kept sniffing
around me until I realized “yes” I was surrounded by this foul smell and it
was the smell of meat, but why? I was quite startled, and was tempted to
leave and go back to my room, but I remembered my teacher’s advice, and
stayed put, as this smell of meat became so overpowering . As a child I never
liked meat, so each time that I ate meat I got a tummy ache, which meant
that my entire childhood, I was plagued with tummy troubles, since my
parents, like most well-meaning parents, thought I would be anemic if I did
not eat a portion of meat.

After the ceremony, I went back to the Girls Dorm where I was living
and working, and by that time the smell had dissipated. The following day
I went back at 12:30 to Great Compassion Repentance. This time although
I noticed the smell of meat once more, it was much less intense than the
previous day, and only noticeable on my hands. Thank goodness, that
experience ended there and has not returned since.

During a recent teacher training workshop, we were asked to list items
which each of us would try to focus on throughout the school year...I
listed. “Try to maintain balance between my work in the school and my
cultivation.” Then I realized that work is also cultivation. The Ven. Master
says “Cultivation doesn’t just mean doing morning and evening ceremonies...
In our every move, in everything we do and say we should accord with the
appropriate rthythm and regulations, for we each have our own music in our
inherent nature.”

Similar to the time when the Buddha was still in the world, everyone

who led a left home life was required to memorize this verse...

Watch over the Mouth, guard the Mind, with the Body do no wrong
Do not, in any way annoy a single living being
Keep far away from non-beneficial practices,

Cultivation such as this can surely save the World.

Ven. Master encouraged us to cultivate a peaceful serenity. He added
that if we can regulate ourselves so that we are always peaceful, serene and

good-natured, that is cultivation. &
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