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Spoken by Bhikshuni Heng Chih at CT'TB on March 14, 2014

I wasn’t always a totally recalcitrant disciple. Its not that I
always didn’t listen. I've told four stories where I didn’t listen,
but I did listen, too. So now we talk about listening. Guan Yin
is listening. We'll talk about listening.

I first met the Master in 1968. Several of us came together
that first time. Once we were there, if we really recognized
the Master when we first saw him, in those first days, it was
incredible. We couldn’t possibly figure out what had happened
in our lives as ordinary Americans to be able to have this
opportunity to come near to him. Of course there were those
who didn’t recognize. They stayed a few days, and then went
away. They weren’t impressed.

So another important part of being near him was to be
able to be impressed. Some of us found the Master in 1968;
the Master passed away in 1995. That’s twenty-seven years |
was in the world when the Master was in the world. I knew

him, but I didnt get to be near him all the time.
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In the beginning, we were at Buddhist Lecture Hall and then at
Gold Mountain. Then in 1974 we started coming here to the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas. We nuns and laywomen cleaned the
buildings. If you think you've got lots of work cleaning buildings
now, you should have seen it then! We cleaned and we cleaned. We
used hoses on the inside, and we had to scrape things off the walls,
and every day we worked very hard. I really began to live here in
1975, and I lived here for ten years straight. It was a wonderful ten
years, because very often we got to hear the Master speak. He wasn’t
here every day, but he was here a lot of days.

Then, in 1985, the Master asked me to go to Vancouver,
Canada. Asked me, or told me - he never really told you - but on the
other hand, he never really asked, either. I said, yes. Immediately!
That’s what I wanted you to know tonight. 'm concerned that the
four stories I told about not listening to the Master would become
your impression: that I never listened. But I did.

I didn’t want to go to Vancouver! The Master was here, and he
was lecturing the Avatamsaka! Here at CT'TB he was giving classes
in Wonderful Words Hall, and his Dharma was just incredible. I
was all involved in taping and translating what he spoke. But I said
“yes” immediately, and I knew what that would mean. That would
mean I would leave the Master - and what he was in the world - and
go someplace else. But he asked me to, so I did.

I was stubborn, but I was also obedient. And the Master knew
if he asked me, I would go. So I went. In general, the Master would
have monks first go to a new Way-place. They would do the hard
work of getting the location ready to use. Then the Master would
call them back and send nuns to take over. And many times, I would
be called upon to serve initially. I looked at my passport before I
came here. Every place on my passport I went, until the Master
passed away, was a place he asked me to go. And I never hesitated.

Well, one time I hesitated. That was when he wanted me to
come back to CTTB because he wanted to take all the nuns who
were translators and send them to the new -at that time-facility
in Burlingame to translate. I was a translator, but he didn’t invite
me. He invited me back to do what? I had to take care of DRBU,
SLTP and visas. “Oh, by the way,” he said on the phone, “you can
also take care of the novices.” So I had four jobs when I came back,
and I really didn’t want to come back, because I knew the Master
was going to be down in Burlingame with the translators, and I was
going to be up here with DRBU, SLTD, and visas and novices! So,
just to let you know, I listened, and I think that’s part of the reason
I am still here. A lot of people are gone, right? A lot of people are
gone.

In today’s verse the first line says: “7hose who are Enlightened,

use Kindness to Gather in Beings.”
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I picked this verse, because that really describes Guan Yin
Bodhisattva, who we are focusing on this week. Guan Yin
uses kindness to gather us in. The Master, the Bodhisattvas,
and Buddhas use two kinds of gathering in. One of them is
gathering in, and the other one is admonishing, both of which
are equally effective, depending on who you are teaching.

This line of verse talks about “gathering in”, but the other
one — “admonishing” is equally effective. That’s the one where
we have to be told straight out what's wrong with us and that
we better fix it. “Admonishing” talks about our habits, our
afflictions, and our personalities. But we can’t always stand to
be “admonished” to begin with, or even along the way. The
Master did admonish us. But he also knew whether we were
ready for admonishment. If we weren’t he would use kindness,
as the verse says. He would gather us in with kindness, saying
things like: “You're fine. It’s not that bad. You'll be alright.” until
we were strong enough, and he would be able to admonish us
again, telling us what we really needed to change. That’s what
we went through with the Master all the time.

The second line says: “Sages give instructions to transform
the dark and dull-witted.” The Master stayed with us. That was
very hard for us to understand because we were just ordinary
Americans, nothing special about us. Even so, he didn’t leave
us. He didn’t travel here and there or reside in several locations.
Why didn’t he do that? If you look at who we were, who we've
turned out to be, how many of us are still monastic, or even
lay that come - why did he do that? Why did he spend his life’s
blood on that? Why do you suppose?

Third sentence says: “7he lineage of the World-honored One
verifies the Buddba Jewel.” The lineage-- the clan or the seed-- of
the World Honored One gives evidence of the Buddha Jewel.
We know that people can become Buddhas because way back
then, in still historic time, Shakyamuni Buddha came. He was
an ordinary person. There’s record he was an ordinary person,
and he became a Buddha. He did that, I think, just so we could
know, that even in this world, which is a mixture of impure and
pure, a mixture of all kinds of dual dharmas, we can become
fully awakened. Shakyamuni Buddha left us that and then when
the Master came, I believe he reinforced that for us because we
saw a man, but we saw so much more. It’s very hard to talk
about.

Mencius said it this way:

Virtue rooted in the mind radiates in the countenance,

Permeates the back and spreads through the four limbs.

Theres no need to ask about it; everyone can see it.

His meaning was, when you speak of virtue in a person, you
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don’t even have to have the person say anything, or even see him
from the front. You could see him walking away from you, from the
back, and you can perceive that virtue. That’s the kind of thing it’s
very hard to talk about with the Master. It emanated from him. He
was virtuous. Always! Yet he was a man. He was here as a human
being. So, all the time he was here, it was hard for us to say what we
saw. Very hard. Now that he is gone, it is even harder. Those of us
who saw it need to share everything we can, about what it was with
him. I don’t think there are very many like him left right now in
the world, which makes the world a bit more dangerous. Certainly
when the Master left another kind of light went out for this world.
But he is still in our memory, our living memory. We remember
what the Master was like—either because we knew him directly,
or because we find it in his teachings, or because we hear it in his
audio recordings. So share the good things about him!

The last sentence says: “Lamps are lit from other lamps. Minds
transmit to minds.” This is talking about jealousy, because it is an
analogy that the Master used again and again to talk about harmony.
He reminded us how we, as a group of people, living together in
Buddhism, under the umbrella of the Master and Shakyamuni
Buddha, are supposed to live in harmony. Yet, one of our biggest
problems is being jealous of each other.

The Master told me I am an asura, as I've told you before many
times before. He looked at my palm. He also told me that he was
an asura and showed me his palm. I looked, but I didnt know how
to look at a palm and find an asura. I guess maybe the Master said
that to comfort me.

As you know, female asuras are very jealous. And I was very
jealous. I don’t like admitting that. I didn't see it then. But this is
one of the places where the Master had to use “admonishment”.
He had to use admonishment to help me realize that, indeed, I was
always competing with other people.

The Master told me that when we were translating at the
International Institute for the Translation of Buddhist Texts in San
Francisco, the other translators would tell him that I ran around
when they weren't at their desks, and I'd count how many pages
they'd translated that day, so I could be sure to translate more! I
don’t remember doing that! The Master used admonishment on me

to help me realize my jealousy. Jealousy is a real tough one. Good

night! &
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Editor’s Note: Correction to VBS #530 (July 2014 issue). On page 42, the 27th line (English) from top,
the “Bob Watson” should be “Bob Olsen”. Our sincere apology to all the readers.
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