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Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others

BIOGRAPHIES r/\ ) 56

58. A Pig Seeking to Be Spared

All the disasters of war arise from killing; therefore, Buddhism prohibits killing,
encourages liberation of life, and transmits the precepts. If one person does not
kill, then this world will have one share less of hostility; if ten people do not kill,
the world will have ten shares of auspicious energy. If you are thinking of killing
and don’t stop killing, other living beings will not like you. If you cherish other
living beings, other living beings will treat you well; thus, human beings are

connected with one another, as well as animals.

Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words:

Before the Great Master Chang Ren left the home-life (became a monk), he
mourned by his parents’ graves and was thus called the Filial Son Wang. After
the mourning period was over, people from forty-eight nearby villages hosted a
celebration for him, and later, after they decided to build a monastery.

Before the construction of the monastery was completed, the Wu family,
who lived in the Rear Jiujiazi (the Village named Nine Families /.57 F), invited
the Master to cultivate in seclusion at their home. The Wu family had more than

80 members all living together. On June 25th, the Wu family wanted to kill a
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pig for the celebration of the birthday of the Horse King on June 26th. To
their surprise, the pig to be slaughtered jumped over a wall and escaped
to the room where the Master was in seclusion. It wept and knelt down
before the Filial Son Wang and asked for him to save its life. The Filial Son
Wang said to the pig, “You killed pigs in your past life, so they are killing
you now. This is the retribution you must receive, and now it is the time to
repay. Since you are begging me now, after you die, I will take you across
so you can be a person. Do not refuse to repay the debts.” The pig was very
obedient, went out, and willingly allowed itself to be killed. From then on,
all of the Wu family became vegetarian.

For one person to refrain from eating meat is easy, but for a family
with almost 100 people to not eat meat is the most difficult thing to do.
Because they saw that the pig knelt down in front of Filial Son Wang
and wept, they thought, “Oh, the pig also has the human nature. We
shouldn’t eat it!” They were so touched that both the children and the
adults didn’t eat meat any more. All the villagers became vegetarian as well,
and ten thousand people took refuge with the Three Jewels. They thought,
“Even a pig knelt down to the old cultivator! We should bow to him too
and request him to be our master.” The way he gave refuge was different
from mine; a person bowed to him and said “I request you to be my
master,” and the old cultivator would say, “Okay.” Then he would give you
a Dharma name and that’s it; it was that easy! Later, when the Wu family
hired workers, the family would first make it clear, saying: “ You can earn
8000 yuans per year; now I will give you 9000 Yuan, but you cannot eat
meat.” The workers ate vegetarian food happily because they were able to
make more money.

I went to the Wu’s house many times. If I were to mention this case,
everyone in the family would know the story. Every time we talked about
this story, they would tell me how the pig ran, where it jumped over, and
they would even imitate how the pig knelt, thus allowing me to know that
the story was true. I was young back then, and so I would ask the young

people in the Wu family, “Why did the pig kneel down?” They replied, “I
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fzR : TR ESFE T o s[4 don’t know.” I asked, “Can the pigs you are raising now kneel down too?”
He said, “We don’t raise pigs anymore.”

Revere those perfect in observance of the moral precepts,
&EF AR B AR A N AR, And influence those who break precepts to take on the precepts,
e B Draw close to those perfect in wisdom,
S i e - And influence those who act foolishly to abide in wisdom.
A E S A 4 2 EA The sufferings of cyclic existence are of many Rinds,
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One should not be frightened by the fearsomeness of these.

One must instead subdue demons and knowledge rooted in evil.

— from the “Nagarjuna’s Guide to The Bodhisattva Path”

AucusT 2014 Valra BopHi Sea |17






