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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on August 21, 1981
English Translation by Guo Ru Jou
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Then the Great Master, the Sixth Patriarch said, “It is not the wind that moves, nor is
it the banner that moves. It is the minds of the Venerable Ones that move.” Here the
Eighteenth Patriarch said: “It’s not the wind that rings, nor is it the bell that is ringing.
It is the Venerable One’s mind that is making distinctions! Thus it has both the sound of
the wind and bell.”

The Patriarch said, “And what is the mind?” “Whose is this mind? Who is the
mind?”

“Complete stillness,” he answered. “The mind is complete stillness; it is without
form.”

The Patriarch praised him, “Good indeed, good indeed,” and transmitted the
Great Dharma to him. When the Seventeenth Patriarch heard what the child said — that
the mind is complete stillness, he knew that the child had understood the principle that
the mind neither moves nor is still. Therefore he said: “Good indeed! Good indeed!” and
transmitted the Mind to Mind Seal, the Treasury of the Vision of the Dharma, the special
transmission outside of the teachings that does not rely on words, to the Eighteenth
Patriarch.

Later, after the Venerable One had met Kumarata (the succeeding Patriarch), he
ascended into space where he displayed the eighteen transformations, entered the
Firelight Samadhi, and cremated his own body. After the Venerable One transmitted
the Dharma to Venerable Kumarata, he immediately leaped and ascended into space
where he displayed the spiritual power of the eighteen transformations — his upper body
emitted fire while his lower body emitted water; his lower body emitted fire and his upper
body emitted water, and so on. Finally, he entered the Firelight Samadhi and cremated

his own body.
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A verse in praise says:
He approached with a mirror in his hands
which was then broken.
Neither wind nor bell — with discrimination one misses this.
What is that functioning of the Buddhas?
Having obtained the samghati,

he still encountered defilement.

Commentary:

He approached with a mirror in his hands which was then broken.
He came up holding a mirror, and the Seventeenth Patriarch smashed it.

Neither wind nor bell — with discrimination one misses this. If
your mind discriminates, you cannot understand the principle that it is
neither the wind nor the bell that rings.

What is that functioning of the Buddhas?

Having obtained the samghati, he still encountered defilement. You
have obtained the samghati (precept-sash) of a monastic. That is to say, you
have already obtained the wonderful Dharma of the Mind Seal. Do not
put a head on top of another head and seek outside! “He still encountered
defilement” — this means that if you seek outside, you are just making

yourself dirty.

Another verse in praise says:

He did not understand for one year

and was deluded for a hundred.

He had passed the time in vain — days and months all empty.
Not the wind, not the bell, but rather it’s my mind that moves.
As is the principle, so are the potentials. You know it yourself.
Stilling and quieting all the transformations,

there’s no place to dwell.

Vast, great and infinitely subtle, what problem is there?
Coming and going, he was liberated apart from all hindrances.
Birth and death and true suchness

are even more not grasped at.

Commentary:

Basically, the the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas and Patriarchs do not want us
to praise them or give them a high hat. However, because later generations
such as ourselves admire the virtue, writings and awe-inspiring conduct of
the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas and Patriarchs, we try to express our praise in
simple and unembellished verses. Perhaps the Patriarchs would not like it,
were they to hear our praise, but we still wish to express our sincere respect
for them and hence cannot refrain from praising them with some superficial

words.

2 To be continued
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