Realizing the Ven. Master’s Vow for Education in Australia:
The Australian School of Arts and Philosophy at Gold Coast Dharma Realm
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In 1961, the Venerable Master spent a quiet year in Australia,
“planting the seeds” of Buddhism on this continent, before heading
to the USA. Fifty years later, Buddhism is now flourishing in the
Australian community, with an increase of 48% in the number of
Buddhists from 2001 to 2011, at the last ABS census for a total
of 529,000 people. Rosaline Kang found a 22 acre property for
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association to establish its first Australian
branch, Gold Coast Dharma Realm (GCDR) in 2000. Through
regular Dharma activities and daily practice, over the years the
Sangha at Gold Coast Dharma Realm has introduced the Venerable
Master Hua’s teachings to Australians.

Under the direction of Dharma Master Heng Chih and
Dharma Master Jin Fu, a team led by John Spiro, Sam Kun Ong,
and Ian Johnson came up with the long-range plan for establishing
the Australian School of Arts and Philosophy (ASAP) at GCDR,
as a way to realize the Master’s vision in the areas of education and
outreach. The Mission of ASAP is to: “Educate the people of the
nation with strong moral values and ethics so to bring forth their
inherent wisdom and self-nature in order to benefit the world.”

To do this, “The School regards and teaches languages as
important enablers to grasping the profundity of the Eastern culture
and its Western relevance; and to have at least competent translation
prowess in its students essential to support the exploration of the
human potential through investigation of Buddhist philosophies,
ancient wisdom and other Eastern philosophical systems of thought

and yogic practices, and through these principles apply them in all
fields of the human life.”

See  http://www.gedr.org.au/australian-school-of-arts-and-
philosophy-asap.html for more information.
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Ian Johnson, Academic Manager of ASAP and an adjunct lecturer
at Griffith and Bond universities, brings 43 years of ESL teaching
experience to the project and has been essential in translating the vision
for ASAP into reality.

This year, ASAP offered a pilot English as a Second Language
(ESL) program providing English instruction and practice for non-
native speakers at all levels of proficiency. See http://www.asapenglish.
com.au. On July 4%, 2014, ASAP’s first two students, Kevin and
Benson, completed a one-month intensive English Language program.
Ian Johnson was the lead tutor, along with Lynwen Birch and Paul
Knudsen, also instructors at Griffith University.

Kevin Anand Benson Tsai, both preparing to enter college in Taiwan,
chose to spend the summer learning English and Australian culture at
ASAP. Besides their daily classes in Blessings House at GCDR, they
learned English on multiple field trips to beaches, wildlife sanctuaries,
Seaworld, Dream World, local restaurants, shopping malls, and in the
homes of laypeople helping with the English program. Sea kayaking
was a favorite. They also attended the evening lectures at GCDR, where
they studied sutras in English and Chinese. Having grown up in the
city, they enjoyed the natural environment and opportunity to interact
with animals (such as koalas and kangaroos).

Ian Johnson noted that their spoken English improved
tremendously as did their confidence in speaking. After completing
their English program, the two decided to extend their stay and join
GCDR’s Avatamsaka and Earth Store Sessions.

lan, John, and Sam shared their plan to offer four to twelve week
intensive English courses for small groups of spiritually inclined
international students attracted to the opportunity to live in the
safe and peaceful setting of a Buddhist monastery and experience a
variety of traditional Eastern arts such as meditation, yoga, traditional
Chinese medicine, vegetarian cuisine, gardening, Buddhist rituals, and
scriptural study with Buddhist teachers, while also enjoying easy access
to Gold Coast’s tourist attractions—beautiful beaches, wildlife, hiking,

kayaking, cultural treasures, recreational parks, and city life.
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can potentially bring many spiritual
g the Dharma. Once ASAP is accredited
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es a Registered Training Organization in

, GCDR hopes to expand its scope to offer

Jtraining for Buddhist laity and Sangha as well. g
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