Turning of the Dharma Wheel at the Avatamsaka Vihara
— A Two Day visit by Rev. Heng Sure and DM Jin Chuan
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On June 16" and 17%, 2014, Avatamsaka Vihara in Bethesda, Maryland
was delighted to host Reverend Heng Sure and Dharma Master Jin
Chuan for a two-day visit . The main purpose of this visit was two-fold:
to perform the Transmission of Refuge and the Five Precepts, and to
engage in discussion on important topics in Buddhism.

On both days, the program ran from 12:30pm to 9:30pm, and was
filled with a variety of events, including recitation of the Greatr Compassion
Repentance, the Transmission of Refuge and the Five Precepts, evening
recitation and Closing Ceremony, Dharma Realm Buddhist Youth round
table discussions, and lectures by Reverend Heng Sure and Dharma
Master Jin Chuan.

Day 1: Asian Buddhism and Western Values: Can the Buddha Speak
English?

On Day 1 of the program, Reverend Heng Sure and Dharma Master
Jin Chuan spoke about the development of Buddhism in the west,
beginning in the early 1960s when Venerable Master Hua brought the
Dharma to the United States.

Reverend Heng Sure discussed Venerable Master Hua’s vision for
spreading Buddhism in the west, which consists of four major areas of
focus: establishing the Sangha in the west, translating sutras into English
and a variety of other languages, promoting education, and facilitating

interfaith dialogue. It is through these four missions, that Venerable
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Master Hua helped catalyzed Buddhism’s growth beyond Asia and into other
parts of the world.

With respect to the translation of Sutras, Reverend Heng Sure discussed
that Venerable Master Hua emphasized the importance of translating Sutras so
that people of various backgrounds could read and learn the Dharma directly
from the texts, and not simply through commentary and secondary sources.
The two Dharma Masters also spoke about the development of Dharma Realm
Buddhist University (DRBU), announcing the exciting news of its forthcoming

educational accreditation, and detailing the types of degrees, and coursework

that are available through the University.

In addition to the discussion about how Buddhism has developed globally
under Venerable Master Hua’s direction, was the discussion of how it will
develop in the future. Reverend Heng Sure stated that the Sangha and the laity
alike are all active participants in the growth of Buddhism. We are not simply
passive observers of a phenomenon, but rather can be proactive facilitators
and promoters of Buddhism. Reverend Heng Sure spoke of the need to think
about ways to make Buddhism less foreign to those who may encounter it. Then
through engaging in interfaith dialogue with various other religious and cultural
communities, more people will encounter the Buddhadharma.

Discussion continued about how to make Buddhism more accessible to
Americans, and especially younger people. Dharma Master Jin Chuan, as a
second generation American who grew up in the United States, spoke first-
hand about his own experience and interest in Buddhism and his decision to
leave home. He spoke about coming to the realization in college of potentially
pursuing monastic life, and the challenges he faced in making it a reality.

Dharma Master Jin Chuan, like Reverend Heng Sure, also discussed the
idea that there are many dharma doors for which people can come to encounter
Buddhism and cultivate a spiritual path. One such dharma door that Dharma
Master Jin Chuan emphasized was the practice of filiality. He spoke of his personal
experience in observing how practicing filiality benefitted and strengthened his
relationship to his parents. He encouraged the attendees, especially the younger
ones, to practice filiality, and to see it as a door through which they can encounter

and understand the Buddhadharma.

KBRS - [HEVERNER - B AR
AL EIERAE R > EESEA RS R
HYNRES E RS ERH b7k > AR
B R S RV E RO - W LE
it 2AFR AR RS > Hi i
FRAEA 2R AR TS B RERE AT R R,
AEFAAIER AR TR BEAVER (LA I S e AR

PR T SR R0 E_E RIS T E
BAL - Eatam TRIRHY SRR o BUARNER
HEAEZ R A S P RAVE PR 2
# o WMEAEEHEHEEE > H
MR AEE (e - T ZaTE
AT RO R EAI PR T A BETRE
A S H &K R B A SR B S L AR Y
Lt > SHEBHINZ AL -

PEERTERANATEESE RN - R S L
Ay —X - BN S e B (b o AT LA
—{EE SR B R RSB RS AR S A
B > oy SAth B CE R A BERAUA E
AR - ERER MM > BEEK
EEREIH CHRETH A REY - DUk
&Ry T EILRERT R A TPRE -

e~ -

FEE AR —k > IT{HATHSGEFRE
HIEATH /\E U TART - JT AR A58
A DI EEAFIRVE M - 3
B O 40a] N7 22 10 3G 3 A S BERY BE A%
o @ole s - CHEFEARFETE
o e RIBEREA T -

ETRNEE | T - B - EAET
SHIE K SRR TR

July 2014 Vaura Bopri Sea 145

SMIN WIV3Y VINIVHQ

o 58 5t



DHARMA REALM NEws

o -8 5t

Day 2: Interfaith, music, and a biography of Venerable Master Hua

On Day 2 of the visit, true to the spirit of promoting interfaith dialogue,
Reverend Heng Sure invited Reverend Charles Gibbs, an episcopal priest, to
visit Avatamsaka Vihara and to speak to the community. Reverend Gibbs
shared his experience working with Reverend Heng Sure and others with
the United Religions Initiative (URI), a global grassroots interfaith network
bridging different religious and cultural groups in order to cultivate peace

and justice in communities around the world.

The evening lecture commenced with Reverend Heng Sure leading the
conference attendees in singing fin Syu Kung (School Song), while playing
his guitar. The singing added some fresh energy to the program and, for
many; it was a unique and fun way to begin a Dharma lecture.

Reverend Heng Sure presented a brief multimedia based biography of
Venerable Master Hua later during the evening. The presentation focused on
the Venerable Master’s lineage and his efforts to bring Buddhism to the west.
It described the Venerable Master’s relationship with his teacher, Master
Hsu Yun (Master Empty Cloud), and the directive that Master Hsu Yun
gave Venerable Master Hua to take the Buddhadharma to the west. The
presentation detailed the humble beginnings of DRBA, and how it has
grown into a global community, including the various DRBA branches
currently established all over the world, not simply in the United States.

The night ended with Reverend Heng Sure’s encouragement to the
attendees to consider the benefits of a plant-based diet. Reverend Sure
discussed the hazards of eating meat and dairy, both in terms of individual
bodily health and also in terms of the effect on the environment of human
consumption of meat and dairy.

By the end of the Conference, the attendees certainly came away with
a lot to think about. We learned about ways to cultivate both individually
and as a community. The conference infused some great energy into the
Avatamsaka Vihara community, and we thank Reverend Heng Sure and
Dharma Master Jin Chuan for their wisdom, insight and enthusiasm in

making the event a success. &
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