The Bodhi Tree King in the
Wilderness of Birth and Death ...

FIIEH ZREE

: Spoken by Bhikshu Heng Sure
at the Buddha Hall of CTTB on June 2, 2013
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What about talking to mom, or letting mom talk to you when
youre busy, and she’s lonely? That definitely qualifies as putting
the water of great compassion on the roots of living beings. What
kind of giving do we do? Wealth, courage (fearlessness), and
Dharma. Sometimes we give money or attention when we need
to, whatever it takes.

I have a story. I lived at ITT in Burlingame for three years.
There was a bakery right across the street; I think it’s gone now.
The smells in the morning were really good. I'd be out doing
taichi in the parking lot, and the smell coming from the ovens
would give me a lot of false thinking.

Like many bakeries, they would rather have more than not
enough bread, so they would bake extra bread. Since they couldn’t
sell day-old bread, sometimes we would come back to find a big,
black plastic bag in front of the door with fifty loaves of bread.

Their intentions were good, but when you eat one meal a day,
how much bread can you eat? You cant eat more than a couple
of slices; you want to eat some vegetables too. We'd have all these
loaves of bread. During that time, I was going to GTU (the
Graduate Theological Union) at Berkeley to get my doctorate. I
would have to get on the bus right outside HQ to get to the Daly
City BART station. This forty-minute bus ride went all the way
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up El Camino Real, and then I'd get on the BART at Daly
City, BART over to Berkeley, sometimes switching BART
trains at Embarcadero, or 24th and Mission, or 19th Street
Oakland, then get off at the Center Street BART station, and
walk up the hill to GTU. It was an hour and forty minutes to
two hour commute.

On the streets, I would see many homeless people, and
after a while, I'd recognize them. They would say: “Spare
change, Spare change.” When you look at these folks, they’re
sad. Why? What do 95% of the people who get panhandled
do when they see someone asking for spare change? They look
away. Sometimes worse: they spit, or even go out of their way
to kick. Some people would scold, “Get out of my way! Get
a job!” It’s hard to be out on the street, so I would come by with a big
black plastic bag full of bread. And I would say, “Well, I don’t have any
money or spare change, but I have some bread.”

The surprising thing is that often the bread didn’t matter a bit. It
was the contact and the fact that I spoke directly to the people in a kind
tone of voice, giving them my attention. Often, the homeless people
would say, “Bread? Yeah. Sure, thank you.” Sometimes they would say,
“Bread? I don’t eat that crap!” But not very often. It was the contact of
my saying, “Would you like some bread?” that was feeding something
deeper than the hunger in their stomach—the hunger for confirmation
of their dignity and humanity. That was a big surprise for me, and I
came to be recognized on the way to UC Berkeley and off GTU by the
regulars who were out there every day. They would say, “Here comes
that weirdo with the bread!” That was me, the weirdo with the bread.
They would ask, “Hey, how are you doing today?”

“Good. Hey, I got some really good bread.”

“Okay, yeah. Thanks a lot, man.”

The next step would be for us to say,

“Thank you for the
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opportunity to tie an affinity with you. Amitofo.” The givers are grateful
for the chance to make a connection. How nice that the bakery made
it possible by dropping off the bread, and the homeless folks made it
possible for me to take one step closer to my own Bodhi resolve by
making a connection.

So what are the roots of the Bodhi Tree? They are our own bad
habits. For instance, sometimes you may think that you are the best,
or have other such false thoughts. Then you think to yourself: “Are
you still being unruly? You should take refuge with the Triple Jewel;
it’s time to come home. Why are you still running around? Don’t you
think this is quite pointless? You should take refuge to all Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas.” This is called using great compassion water to water the
sentient beings in our minds, our bad habits. Why should we do so? If
Bodhisattvas benefit all beings with the water of great compassion,
they can attain Anuttara-samyak-sambodhi. Bringing forth the
Bodhi Resolve is to strive towards Buddhahood so that one can teach
and transform sentient beings. We can also flip it around: by teaching
and transforming sentient beings, we are able to attain Buddhahood.
Only if we use the water of great compassion to benefit the bad habits
in our mind will we be able to attain Anuttara-samyak-sambodhi.

What does it mean to say, Therefore, Bodhi belongs to living
beings? If there were no living beings, Bodhisattvas could not
accomplish unsurpassed, proper enlightenment. Are any of us bowing,
unhappy with the stuff that’s going on in our minds, wishing that our
minds were clear, or wishing that we didn’t have so many false thoughts?
I'm sure there are. If we understand the Avatamsaka Sutra, we should
thank those false thoughts. Why? Because that’s our Buddha. If there
were no living beings, no Bodhisattvas could accomplish Anuttara-
samyak-sambodhi.

How troublesome and inverted sentient beings are! When I look
into the mirror and see my own face, I know that I am upside-down,
ignorant, and attached to many things. This is especially true during
repentance sessions, when I often have a lot of false thoughts. But we
should know that these false thoughts are our Buddhalands. If our
Buddhalands were not here, where else would they be? The sentient
beings waiting for us to teach them are our own bad habits. The sutra
says so very clearly: If there were no living beings, Bodhisattvas could
not achieve unsurpassed right enlightenment.

Some of us are thinking, “Gee, I can’t wait to get out of here to
my quiet mountaintop where I can really cultivate, finally, without
any distraction, and be pure and unstained by these pesky living
beings.” Well, that’s the Arhat path. And you're never going to find that
mountaintop. What I see ShrFu doing is putting our monasteries where
living beings hurt the most. In this case, it happens to be in the North
America. Also, think about where our monasteries are; they’re not on

mountaintops.

HY N G Rl i P — (A &5 A L B IR 4%
ERBIRHER O SO T — 2 -

2 Z AR - B AT ? e R MTHYE
RER - BAOARRESGHCRRIFH > 2
ELEE AR - AREHECH @ " EEEEL
IEEE ? EZRIR=% > EZERT > HEEE
EAESMNE ? R AR BESNEAO A R AN 7 [
FA > ERiEE S REE | ERRRE R REEK
MO EBIVERER - LEERTHPLER
4o RABEEERETIE ? A T EFEEELKR
KB R A - ATRE R 6 2 2 — 5 — 42
W o FROEE R E - MERA o ]
DARZ B AES - H s MR > By DLRE Bl ffh
- A HARIKEER OEEELEER - T
A RE BRI HE 2 2 =5 = FHE °

FREECEIREIN A ) EEERE ? B
RIGHEBRLE > ZEAERBIEEFIER - 7R
H NN EFEHFT = BmEEEE ? B —EFH
HY o AR TR (FEEE) AYEE > It
GRS BT o /AT ? N THMERMHY
6 5 M A SRy - ARG HE R - FER
NRERFLIEFIESE -

AR ERA - TEERE | BETE
BRI > TAEE CEE - - 33 o TR
FRERHIF 2 > B HARAYALLE S - Al
e BRERFENE » A2 S A e - 40
RIFIHI G A ZAEHE - AR TER T ?
FRFULELRLE - SRR MECHERE
oo T EBCERE R ERRE . U
TECAREREE EIESE | - (RESRG SIS |

A NOEEERE © T IRELR MAEE R
FFsMEFRILL L B EHFHET 0 A AEZE
TR R ARSI - 2R
VUL - HERAB IR EI TR T AR
by o IRPTANERY - B ARYESEN AR R AR
iR ZHHTT - SERILENEER - BEEEL
EG RIS - 0 — (A B R
o

RO AR -

EBF UKL - BUORE - URREINFE
FW - ABERRBERM AL - UKBIVERE
i - RUBERNRLARA0RR - EEWEEIRRE -

July 2014 Vasra Bopri Sea 123

8 A o ‘ Q1314 1Haog



B #i ot ‘ BobHi FIELD

The sutra says:

Good man, you should understand these truths in this way. When
one’s mind is impartial towards all living beings, one can accomplish
full and perfect great compassion. By using a heart of great
compassion to accord with living beings, one can bring to perfection
the practice of making offerings to the Thus Come Ones. In these

ways, the Bodhisattvas constantly accord with living beings.

Samantabhadra goes even deeper. He says, Understand it this way.
Here’s what I want you to understand. Your mind should be impartial
to living beings, doesnt matter who. You shouldn’t say: “I will cross
over the one I like, but I won't help the ones I don't like.” What about
Republicans, Democrats, Communists? Are they all included? Of course!
They all need to be connected, and they all need to wake up. Then you
can accomplish full and perfect great compassion. Be impartial, not
distinguishing between ones we love and ones we hate. By using a heart
of great compassion to accord with living beings, one can bring to
perfection the practice of making offerings to the Thus Come Ones.
By using the heart of great compassion to accord with living beings,
whatever living beings need, whether it’s bread, a kind word, or money,
you can bring to perfection the practice of making offerings to the Thus
Come Ones. In these ways, the Bodhisattvas constantly accord with
living beings. Everyone should understand that in order to become a
Buddha, we must teach and transform living beings. Having heard that,
we think, “Is that why Master Ching Liang, Avatamsaka Bodhisattva,
said that this chapter is the key to the Avatamsaka?” 1 think so.

In 1979, when we were with ShrFu in CTTB, a San Jose Mercury
news reporter came to CTTB. It was the opening ceremony, and he was
going to do a big story for the San Jose Mercury news. He came into the
administration office, walked right past ShrFu, and went up to the tallest
person in the room. Who was it? It was Bhikshu Heng Ju, Tim Testu, and
the reporter said, “I'm looking for the head monk.”

Tim pointed over to ShrFu and said, “You want to talk to him? He’s
the teacher.”

The reporter said, “Is he the head monk?”

And ShrFu said in English, “No! No! It’s this one,” Pointing back at
Tim.

That reporter didn’t want to talk to the Chinese guy. He wanted
to talk to the American. Heng Ju laughed, put his palms together, and
ShrFu said, “At the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, we don’t have any
head monks. We don’t have any number one. We don’t have any stars. We
value wisdom. Whoever has great wisdom is the teacher. Whoever has less
wisdom is the student.”

The reporter heard this after translation, turned back to Heng Ju, and

said, “Is your teacher enlightened?”
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Heng Ju smirked and turned back to ShrFu and said, “ShrFu, he
wants to ask if our master is enlightened.”

ShrFu was ready for that question. He said, “At the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, nobody is interested in who's enlightened. Here,
we only know how to work hard and take a loss. We don’t have any
secret Dharmas, we don’t have any way to benefit ourselves at all. The
Bodhi resolve is the most important part of cultivation. That is our
root.” It was translated for the reporter, but he didn’t get it.

When the bowing is over, you all should take a warm-down lap.
When racehorses run a mile, after theyre done, the riders don’t stop
the horses and get off straightaway. They go around the track again
slowly, warming them down. Racehorses are delicate animals, and
they’ll burst their heart and overheat if you dont do a warm-down
lap.

I remember when we were bowing to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, Marty and I always tried to “put it on ice,” as we called it,
after a day of bowing. We had to wait until the food was completely
cooked and the bread was baked before we opened the door. It was
amazing how right after a day of bowing, people would come up
and want to get some of the juice. They would be really interested
in talking to the monks, and get really close. After enough times we
kind of caught on, and we would happily talk and talk, then realize
fifteen minutes later that we were totally empty. All that energy we
had been cultivating had totally splashed and disappeared. After a
while, we made a rule that as soon as the bowing was done, we had
to sit still before we said a word. After the transference, we weren’t
done. We had to take a warm-down lap and put the hard energy on
ice, and then it would be ours. When we woke up the next morning,
the energy was still present.

A word to the wise: when youre done with the bowing, dont
talk right away, especially with your relatives who want to know what
happened when you get back home. You want to say, “It was great.
Lets meditate or bow.” Bow half an hour at home before you say
anything or decide to paint the house, clean the closet, or put a new
roof on your garage. Wait and let all this energy work itself out. It will
go; you can't hang on to it, and you don’t want to cling to it or squirt
it out. You will feel really good once you're back in the world, and
you'll be floating on this hard-earned energy.

If you can put it on ice and smelt it, it’s yours. However, if you
blurt it all out in a big project or lots of laughter, then it will just be
the same old thing. If you take it step by step, and first turn all the
energy within, then your own wisdom will grow day by day. I hope
that the last few days of the repentance will go smoothly for everyone

and that all of you will work hard and be vigorous. Amitabha! g
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