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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE CHINA PERIOD
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57. A Paradigm of A Kind-Hearted Philanthropist

When the Dharma Protectors of Three Conditions Monastery, Jinghua Li and
Tianxi Cheng, passed away, the Master had already been away from China for a
long time. In his book, Records of Wazer Mirrors Reflecting Heaven, he devoted a
special chapter to them. Thus he made the merit and the virtue of these Dharma

Protectors known far and wide.

Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words:

The elder layperson, Jinghua Li, was very tall. He was a doctor who practiced
traditional Chinese medicine. He had deep faith in Buddhism, was a vegetarian,
and recited the Buddha’s name. Furthermore, he devoted himself to the public
welfare. When he was over forty years old, he was still childless. He and his wife
went to Three Conditions Temple to meet the Abbot and pray for a child. The
Abbot compassionately fulfilled their wish: in the following year, a healthy son
was born to them. They named him Dianxuan Li. Therefore the elder layperson,
Jinghua Li, had complete faith in the Abbot and deeply admired him.

At that time I was still a young novice. When Jinghua Li found out that the

Abbot had appointed me to the position of Head Monk, and that many people
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had faith in me, he wasn’t convinced. “You're so young! Why do so many
people have faith in you?” He was sour about it. When I was in Manchuria, I
was very close with this lay person Li, and he had invited me to visit him, no
matter where he lived. Although we had a good relationship, he still harbored
these hard feelings.

His life was full of setbacks, adversity, and suffering, but he never gave up
being a vegetarian. In the spring of 1985, Dharma Realm University sent a
group of female practitioners on a pilgrimage to the four famous mountains
of China. Along the way, they also visited the Master’s old hometown friends
and neighbors. I had stayed in touch with Jinghua Li, so I knew his address.
By then, he was already eighty-eight years old, but he still had a good memory.
When he heard that I was coming back, he sighed, and he started to cry right
there in his house.

When the delegation arrived, Jinghua Li knelt down in the front of his
house, to welcome the delegation members, saying, “Living Buddha comes
back! Welcome to the Living Buddha who returns!” He was weeping and
sobbing, while looking very sincere. Later when he found out that I was not
in the delegation, he was greatly disappointed, and said, “I originally thought
that he would return. Now I see he has not returned.” He cried again and
really startled the delegation. They were deeply moved!

A few months later, he told his son, Dianxuan Li, to believe in the Buddha
sincerely, to treat others well and honestly,and to truly devote himself to the
wellbeing of the public. Not very long after, he passed away peacefully.

Tianxi Cheng was a relative of Jinghua Li. Jinghua Li was living at the
front of Xinglonggou (the Front Ditch of Prosperity), and Tianxi at the rear.
Tianxi also followed the Great Master Chang Ren, and had a close relationship
with our monastery. When I was a novice, I used to stay at his home for
several days. His mother became a widow at a very young age. While he was
young, he lived a life of the three primary afflictions (Skt. klesa) : the three
poisons. So, many people used to call him Three Pointed Head Cheng. In
order to repay his mother’s kindness, he had since found the true nature of
reality, and had become a considerate and charitable person. He now had two
wives, and both of them believed in Buddhism too. People started to call him
Good Man Cheng, because he enjoyed helping the poor. He then became the
President of the Harbin Morality Association. Three Pointed Head Cheng
was an ignorant man in the past, but then he became the Good Man Cheng, a
role model of charity and a sincere Buddhist. So, what’s past is past, as it died
yesterday; what's in the future is in the future, as it is born today.

One year his house became haunted. A man there was possessed by a
demon. All day long the man cried and threatened to burn Cheng’s house
down and Mr. Cheng was really afraid. On New Year’s Eve, Cheng went to
the monastery requesting the Abbot to cure the possessed man. The Abbot
asked me to do it, “ Mr. Cheng has contributed much to our monastery. Now
he has trouble at his house, so please go there and take a look!”

When I arrived, the possessed man was standing at the north side, whereas

I stood at the south. He stared at me with his hands partially covering his eyes.
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Others asked him, “Why do you look at him in this way?”

He replied, “It is so bright here, that I can’t open my eyes.” After
my visit, that man would no longer set things on fire, and his illness
was cured. Isn’t this strange? I was justa novice, in my twenties, wearing
ragged clothes. Tianxi Cheng treated me well. After this, whenever I
visited his house, he always bowed to me. Also, his grandsons and

relatives all took refuge with me, and I could not decline.

[Postscript] In 1985 at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, the
Venerable Master related the following to the hometown villagers
who came from Manchuria, in the north. His instructional talks were
recorded.

I left the home-life when I was in Manchuria, in the North East
of China. After becoming a monk, I often met with lay people. It
happened that I seldom met with people from my family. This was
because I saw worldly family affairs as insignificant. My feelings
and devotion were single-mindedly focused on the teaching of the
Buddhadharma, for the benefit of all sentient beings. When I was in
the monastery, many nearby villagers took refuge with me. However,
very few people from my family’s village came to see me or would have
recognized me.

53 To be continued

2§ > ‘ BIOGRAPHIES

Gold and jewels are distributed among teaching masters
And also among the caityas of teaching masters.
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If there are those who forget what is to be recited,

One assists their vemembrance, enabling them to stay free of error.
When one has not yet reflected on the right course of action,
One must not be impulsive and must not simply emulate others.
As for the non-Buddhists, gods, dragons, and spirits,

One must not invest one’s faith in any of them.

One’s mind should be (ike vajra, Able to penetrate all dharmas.
One’s mind should also be [ike a mountain,

Remaining unmoved in any circumstance.

Delight in world-transcending discourse,

And do not take pleasure in worldly words.

Personally adopt all manner of meritorious qualities.

One should then influence others to adopt them as well.

Cultivate the five bases of (iberation.

Cultivate the ten reflections on impurity.

The eight realizations of great men

Should also be the focus of analytic contemplation and cultivation.

— from the “Nagarjuna’s Guide to The Bodhisattva Path”
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