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It was all done to tell a story about a happy kingdom that discovered
technology, the social and environmental collapse that followed, and the
king’s task of leading his people to find a balance between technology
and nature.

The girls’ division of the city’s Developing Virtue high school hosted
this year’s Cherishing Youth Day, and the senior class gave it the theme
“connecting with nature.” A narrator told the story, and the students
from all grades gave performances to illustrate it.

“We teach our children to cherish life and love animals,” said Jin
Jr Shi, principal of the girls’ division of the city’s schools, describing
the “Buddha’s Little Garden Musical” performance by the girls in first
through third grades. The students, dressed as butterflies, bluebirds and
other animals, held up letters and sang, “S-I-D-D-H-A-R-T-H-A,”
spelling and then singing Buddha’s name in Sanskrit.

All 220 students from all grades at the city’s schools participated
in the event, manning booths outside, ushering groups of school
children to their seats, giving various orchestral, choral, dance and other
performances, preparing and serving a vegetarian lunch to the guests
invited to the event, according to Jin Jr Shi.

She said the school and community aims to cherish its youth by
“sharing words of wisdom, sharing wise values with them. I would say
it's more of a mutual learning; we are also learning from them at the

same time.”
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And that she did, having lots of opportunity to do so with 1,050
students in attendance from all over Mendocino County, most of them in
prekindergarten through sixth grade. A high school class from Anderson
Valley also attended. “This is our biggest year ever,” said Steve Setera, a
teacher in the boys’ division. “We've never had to split it into two shows
before. Usually we get 400 to 500 (attendees).”

To accommodate this year’s large audience, the school gave two
performances. Visiting pre-K through first graders attended the short
program from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. and went back to their schools with
provided sack lunches, and the older children saw the long program from
10:30 a.m. to 12:40 p.m.

A high school girl dressed in a cartoonish, hooded dinosaur costume led
her classmates in a hip-hop dance as part of the long program’s story about
returning to nature and finding a balance with technology. She reappeared
in the final dance number, which encouraged children to play outdoors. It
featured students clad in hooded, cartoon-like lion, penguin, panda, giraffe

and other animal costumes, and even featured Pikachu from the popular

children’s game and cartoon Pokémon, and a pink unicorn.
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The students even cleaned up after the event so the school did not have
to employ a janitor to do so, according to Jin Jr Shi. “We want them to
cherish their blessings,” she said. “There is no need for a janitor; they have

healthy, able bodies.” &
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