The Bodhi Tree King in the
Wilderness of Birth and Death
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Venerable Master and Dharma friends, welcome to our sutra
lecture tonight. I was thinking about what to share. Since
everybody has been through weeks of bowing to the Buddhas,
I thought I ought to say something good, something good
and appropriate for people who have been working hard in
the Dharma, so that it will point us in the right direction. No
surprise, I decided to share something from the Avatamsaka
Sutra, as it is something that I like.

I picked the “Bodhi Resolve” and “Great Compassion”
from the Avatamsaka Sutra. If somebody asked what my
favorite part of the Avatamsaka Sutra was, one answer is the
whole thing, but that’s a lot. If I had to say more specifically,
it would be the image from Vow Nine of “Samantabhadra
Bodhisattva’s Practices and Vows”, which is in Chapter 40, the
last chapter of the Avatamsaka Sutra. That's what I would pick
and share that with you tonight.

I am aware that in a few days, the repentance will be over.
How do we take all of this effort we've been putting in and
integrate it into the bigger picture of cultivation? I will also
talk about something that Master Hua said years ago that also

helps us understand all this work we've been doing, bowing to
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the Buddhas, and whats different once we've been bowing for three
weeks, two week, one week, or even one bow of the Ten Thousand
Buddhas Repentance. What does it give us that we didnt have
before, and what do we do with what we’ve done? I think that his
advice will help.

There are people who will tell you, including Master Ching
Liang, who is also known as Master Cheng Guan and Avatamsaka
Bodhisattva, that the chapter on Samantabhadra’s Practices and
Vows is the key to the entire Avatamsaka Sutra. Some of you may
have looked at the Avatamsaka Sutra and said, “Ooh, I don’t know
which door to enter. How do I get into that? It’s so big.” These ten
practices are the key to the door. If you have been here one day at
CTTB, you will have cultivated them without exception, for you
have bowed to the Buddha; praised ten thousand Buddhas or one
Buddha; made offerings of your concentration, your life, your voice,
your breath, and maybe your material strength as well; joined the
repentance; worked together with the community; requested the
Buddha to turn the Dharma wheel; increased the Buddha’s longevity
in the world through your cultivation; studied with the Buddhas;
right this minute, we are doing #9 (according with living beings);
and you have transferred merit extensively throughout the Dharma
Realm to everyone.

Every day we do Samantabhadra’s practices and vows, but doing
them intentionally with Samantabhadra Bodhisattva in mind is
different, because that connects it with the sutra. Samantabhadra
Bodhisattva, the Bodhisattva of Great Practice, is qualified to tell
us how to get to Buddhahood, for he is the one who knows the
high road to Buddhahood. You need to pay attention to these ten
practices, and do them every day. You'll notice they are neither
secret nor esoteric, nor are they things you need to pay money in
order to get. What are they mostly? They’re mostly hard work. If
we go through one day at CT'TB, we will do all ten if we follow the
assembly. How interesting that his choice out of 84,000 Dharma
Doors are these ten, and we do them every day. Simply by following
the assembly at CTTB, we are on Samantabhadra Bodhisattva’s big
broad highway to Buddhahood. That’s reassuring, isn’t it? Why seek
miraculous secrets when the highroad, the six-lane freeway, is right
here for us to cultivate?

Samantabhadra Bodhisattva was talking to Sudhana, the
pilgrim, and telling him how to become a Buddha. Samantabhadra
Bodhisattva said, “Furthermore, good man, I'll tell you about
constantly according with all living beings.” And then he went
through a list of 25 different kinds of living beings. “I'm going to
accord to every one of them, follow them, and become buddies with
them. I will communicate with them, so they understand me and I

understand them.” He continued with a list of every kind of being.
soFFE
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