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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

You may not be aware of it but, by taking one look at your face, it can be
determined whether you possess virtuous conduct or not; whether you are
sinister or honorable; and whether you are intelligent or stupid. If you know
how to observe people, you will know straightaway. Therefore, you should
develop the ability to size up a person’s character and capability. That, in itself,
is a form of wisdom. If you don’t have wisdom, then you won’t have a clue.
Therefore, we must first begin by cultivating a kind, benevolent heart. To
be benevolent is to love and cherish humanity. One who loves and cherishes
other people will be able to gauge their characters and conduct. In this way,
whether one keeps a distance from a certain person or draws near to another
and helps him out, it will all be managed appropriately without any mistakes.

This is the nature of a person who is truly benevolent and kindhearted.

(4) The Master said, “If one resolves to be a benevolent person, then one
will not have an aversion to anyone or anything.”

[ Jennifer Sun’s Supplementary Annotations ]
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The Master said. Confucius spoke again. If one resolves to be a benevolent
person. If you are determined to walk the path of benevolence and benefit
people, then one will not have an aversion to anyone or anything. There will
not be anyone whom you detest or any matter that you will find disgusting.
The character ‘5’ is pronounced as 7]’ (wll), meaning ‘aversion’ or ‘a strong
feeling of dislike’. This is because a benevolent person practices equanimity
and universal love and does not make discriminations. He accords with
conditions without changing and everything is “OK” to him. As a result,
he will not discriminate between beauty and ugliness, or between good and
evil, and give rise to the mind of love and hatred. This is one interpretation.
Another explanation is this: The character ‘& can also be pronounced as *
J&’ (&), meaning an evil person or a wicked deed. Since a benevolent person
is able to benefit others and transform them with his teachings, therefore
under his influence and guidance, society will be devoid of vicious people
and there will be even less likelihood of inauspicious events occurring.

Let me talk about my views on the characters 4= and “%’. What is
meant by (= (rén)? It is just ‘goodness’, meaning actions that bring about
benefits for everyone. To put it more simply, it refers to a good person
who, in whatever he does, benefits the masses. As for ‘G&’, everyone also
understands that it is the antithesis of /= and refers to any bad actions that
harm people.

Now, to elaborate further on the character ‘%’, bad people can be
categorized into three kinds. The first kind ‘harms others to benefit oneself’.
Everyone knows about this kind of person. He always causes harm to other
people just to gain benefits himself. Then there is another kind who ‘harms
others without benefitting oneself’. Such a person does something to
harm other people but he himself does not gain any advantages. Finally,
there is a kind who ‘harms others as well as oneself’. At the beginning, his
actions bring harm to other people but, in the end, he himself suffers the
repercussions. We Chinese have a folk adage that aptly describes this as:
‘Begin by harming others but end by harming oneself’.

Generally speaking, whether it is three, five or any number of kinds
of evil people, it is individualism that is the source of mischief. No matter
what the issue is, such a person only thinks about himself: “Whats in it
for me?” As soon as anything crops up, he does not give any consideration
to other people but only thinks about himself first. Now, let’s put it this
way: In each and every one of us, individualism exists to a greater or lesser
extent, which invariably boils down to the notion of a false ‘self’. Therefore,
whatever happens around us, we should first spare a thought for others
before thinking about ourselves according to the situation that arises. This is
related to what I had spoken about on a few occasions previously: Position,
Perspective and Attitude. These six characters appear to be very simple but
if we apply them well, then it is quite unlikely that we will degenerate to

the stage of ‘evil’.

5 To be continued
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