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The Seventeenth Patriarch

Venerable Samghanandi
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on August. 8, 1981

English Translation by Guo Ru Jou
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The Patriarch used his right hand to lift a bowl up to the Brahma palace
to get some scrumptious food. The Sixteenth Patriarch raised the bowl
up to the Palace of the Great Brahma Heaven King to receive the heavenly
beings offering.

He brought back some fragrant delicacies and shared it with the
Venerable One: “Eat up,” he told the Master, “You have been sitting for so
many days, I now make this offering to you!” He was about to share in this

heavenly repast with the Venerable One.

[Editor’s Note: The following is a supplement from the Venerable Master
Hua’s disciples.]

At the same time, the Sixteenth Patriarch also instructed his disciples
to come and eat. However, at the time, his disciples suddenly gave rise
to a loathsome feeling, and they were unable to enjoy and partake of the
scrumptious food. The Sixteenth Patriarch said: “This is not my fault. It
is due to each of your individual karma.” Then he shared half of his seat
and told the Venerable Samghanandi to sit with him and share the meal.
His disciples were even more doubtful; why is there no comportment and
seniority between the master and this disciple?

The Sixteenth Patriarch also knew that the assembly was doubtful. He
then addressed them: “There is a reason that all of you have no means to
enjoy the scrumptious food. You should know that this person who is now
sitting and eating beside me was the Buddha Royal Sala Tree from the past
Adorned kalpa. This is his response body that has come to this world to

teach living beings. In the future he will become the Seventeenth Patriarch.
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During the Adorned kalpa, all of you had already certified to the third fruition but
had not yet attained the fruition of freedom from outflows.”

The assembly thought: “Master, we believed in your spiritual power. However,
how are we to believe you, when you say that he is the former Buddha Royal Sala

Tree?”

rise to an irreverent attitude, and said: “When the Buddha was in the world, the

At that time, Venerable Samghanandi knew that the assembly had given
land was flat. There were no hills, lakes, rivers, gullies, and the water are very
sweet and refreshing. Vegetation was lush and plentiful. The land was rich and
abundant. The eight forms of suffering did not exist and all people practiced the
Ten Wholesome Deeds.

eight hundred years ago, the world has hills and ruins, and vegetation has turned

Now that the Buddha has entered nirvana for more than

withered and dull. People have no true faith and have few upright thoughts; they
do not have faith in the Buddha Nature that is True Suchness, but only seck after
psychic abilities.”

[Editor’s Note: End of the disciple’s supplement.]

Samghanandi on his turn used his right hand to enter the reaches of the
Vajra Wheel, and brought back some sweet dew water in a vessel of emerald.
By that time, the Venerable also had psychic abilities, so he reached straight down
into the depths of the earth to the reaches of the Vajra Wheel where the water is
sweet like the sweet dew. He used a crystal vessel to bring the water back. They
had probably finished eating by that time, so then the two of them drank some
sweet dew. The assembly looked up with admiration and immediately bowed and
repented.

The Patriarch transmitted the Great Dharma to him. Afterwards Patriarch
Samghanandi went to Magadha where he met Gayasata [who became the
Eighteenth Patriarch].

Then, when the time had come, Venerable Samghanandi entered Nirvana. But
he did so in a special way. He passed away hanging on to a tree branch with his
right hand. There was no sickness involved — he just passed away. Wouldn't you
say that is quite some freedom? That is real liberation! You see, it is quite some fun

to just swing on a tree branch and enter into nirvana.

A verse in praise says:
He renounced the throne and sat in quiet contemplation in a rock cave.
Suddenly he met a Teacher and let go of old matters.
This is like the Buddha Royal Sala Tree who caught the thief in the act.
Smashing the vessel, a river of gold flowed forth like the sea.

Commentary:

He renounced the throne and sat in quiet contemplation in a rock cave.
Originally he would have become an emperor, but he did not. Rather, he went into
a rock cave and sat down to meditate.

Suddenly he met a Teacher and let go of old matters. Suddenly he met a true
and upright teacher, a good and wise teacher. Only having met this good and wise

teacher was he able to break through some very strong attachments.

0 To be continued
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