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Sutra:

Further, he will smell the
scents of the god’s bodies,
the scent of Shakra Devanam
Indra in his supreme palace as
he enjoys the pleasures of the
five desires, or his scent when,
from the Wonderful Dharma
Hall, he speaks the Dharma for
the gods of the Trayastrimsha
Heaven, or his scent when he
plays in his gardens, as well as
the scents of the bodies of other
gods or goddesses. All these he

can smell from afar.

Commentary:

Further, he will smell the
scents of the god’s bodies. The
bodies of the gods are always
fragrant. Some human beings are
fragrant, too, if they wear perfume
or something like that. But the
gods are naturally fragrant. They
don’t have to put on perfume.
Why are they fragrant? Because
they keep the precepts purely.
People who keep the precepts
purely emit a fragrance. People
who do not keep the precepts
stink. A fragrance means that
one has done many good deeds.
A foul odor means that you have
done much evil.

The bodies of the gods
always emit a fragrance. When
their bodies quit emitting a
fragrance, it’s a sign that they are
about to die. You shouldn’t think
that the gods live forever. The
gods manifest five signs of decay
when they are about to die. To
say nothing of the gods, even the
Lord of the Heavens will fall.

The first of the five signs of

decay is that the flowers on the



HUIEERE > KR LstA TEER - Rz T | 7%
FANZ R PGSR PG R KAk > mhAE T — S
JEBF ~ BT -

(=) WlFH o RAREFRY » REFEL G M
WARHT 5 EZE M EM 5 AR A RE ¢ A BIEE
{2t BB RN - BT R AE T - 1RIE
FY o FEFUEHAEES - MAYRI IR T REE 2R
HF7K !

(PU) BEHCALE - RAWE b - 82 HEN
BA—RER =K1Y > ERHE—8 > =007
BRIV —B o FRIM AR > M L
—HEER - B RER  NEReRMAREEN
5 5 FHFGS - SEHRI—RRE - R X
FE 5 S E R R o AR TR T
JEER o Ry K _DARARG @A SR - AE S
FE—RRER > HMRAEZAT  FhEGER
T °

() NERE - RANFEFEZLEN > HIb
WAL Mgk AL AR = B AR T L EEE
IREBE AT » APELIRAM A RIS 1S Y =8 i T 2 %
FACH » FHESZ 5 MR Y > BEEEIT
JERN T2 BERTDABE R E » Bk A—4] ¢ I
FEHAIE | B SR T T o (T EE
UE ? A | R AELA A o AL AR BB E S
F o BB TR T - B > RN R
KEWANERFRY T | AR A E——12T
RPEARHE - Al A = BRIV - BhAAR(E
T filde R 77 g o kR o S E AL -
AR ARTR ~ BERE - RAVEERET T ¢ S (EEE
125 BREESE T o BEMA - BCEEEE - S
WA - SUEEEL (A —EMN o FTDURRNE
DR 2R Fet@ iRk 7 ! I A LR - fER
TS > SR A RIS -

KNG FHAE > BRER > FIRMAMES
EARER - TERERERRER L - AaRIRBIEE
&) AR 2UFRIRE ek
B b SRR AT AME = A S o R
AR > NiEE AR AR E - (EE
it ELE HA 4% o MAETRIGE: > E2HA
SERERF VT R o RA PSRN > FTDUEH
Biparty (B8 ) > KEFEEGE|—wCBkEE -

SO

gods’ caps wilt. Gods wear flowered caps, and the flowers are always
fresh and clean; they never get dirty. When this sign of decay manifests,
the flowers wilt, the petals fall off, and their caps are ruined. As soon
as the flowers on someone’s hat start wilting, the gods all know, “He’s
about to die!”

The second sign of decay is that the god’s clothes get dirty. The
clothing of the gods is not like ours; our clothes get dirty and we have
to wash them. The gods’ clothes never get dirty, and they don’t need to
wash them. That’s because it’s very pure in the heavens, and there’s no
dirt there. When the five signs of decay manifest, suddenly they don’t
know how their clothes get dirty, stained, and spotted.

The gods do not perspire, no matter how hot it is. In fact, it never
even gets hot in the heavens. It’s always cool, and so they don’t perspire.
When the third sign of decay manifests, their armpits sweat.

The fourth sign is that their bodies stink. Usually gods emit a
fragrance. The more good deeds they have done, the more fragrant
they are. When people stink, they smell like animals. When gods stink,
they smell like people sweating! When the five signs of decay appear,
they stink; they smell like people. Their smell drives away all the other
gods.

The fifth sign of decay is that they can’t sit still. The gods usually
sit all the time. In fact, when they “walk,” they don’t actually walk,
they just fly through the air in a sitting position in their palaces. It’s a
lot more convenient than our methods of air travel, too. They can go
wherever they wish, and they don’t need any gasoline. If a god wanted
to go to New York, all he would have to do is think, “I want to go to
New York,” and there he'd be. How can he do that? With spiritual
powers. This is an analogy; you shouldn’t think that the gods all want
to go to New York. When the five signs of decay manifest, the gods
cannot sit still. They sit down, and then they stand up. They sit down
again and get up, and so on. They don’t know what’s going on, and
they fall. They may turn into hell-beings, animals, hungry ghosts, or
people. There’s nothing fixed about it. You shouldn’t think that there’s
any security in going to the heavens. There’s no security up there, no
permanence. No one will guarantee that you won't fall. The gods, then,
will fall.

The gods’ bodies are fragrant. This is a different kind of fragrance
from that found in the human realm.

The scent of Shakra Devanam Indra in his supreme palace as he
enjoys the pleasures of the five desires, or his scent when, from the
Wonderful Dharma Hall, he speaks the Dharma for the gods of the
Trayastrimsha Heaven, or his scent when he plays in his gardens.

The five desires in the heavens are a bit different from those among
humans, but the gods do have the five desires. The gods like to dance.
They have parties all the time where they get together and dance.

s0To be continued

May 2014 Vasra Boori Sea | 7

[ ‘ V3G VNEVHQ ¥3dO¥d



