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It is not easy, You are home!

R E#02013F12A8288 (htHMA) &HEHRKXEK
Spoken by Chen Yu at the Buddha Hall of CT'TB on December 28, 2013, the completion day of Amitabha Buddha Recitation

WO E > 2K E T LR AT LT - B
PSR SRR 8 5 - ANEMHEE - BF
AUNEZ R > SBSULIEIE »

RS 18 RACE (b B i Fr Al (B A SE R
DR (Psgpess) o T A a DU ERETE A
GRRAME , B —HESRIETE - FTLS R
B EREEE > KBRS F L AES -

BRI — RS INAS - R Z AT
LA A ST - BB AR RS
+ - Nt S FSBEEHE - BRI —EEELHE
fREES > W HAR S -FFEREMTRIER > HE
RESO ZTEER - (HLLATEDS - A2 AL A A
HFTBE - A H R =7 > mEEAY RO R R %
aa o Bt sagmEsl RN ERE R A - BTG
TERAERE TR SRR R R A
R EETERZ - ZM@HABE > IAEEFEZK
o —EHEIEEEEITRE T Lxxﬁ&ﬁx%
& B (ERF AR EER A HERE
TAREL

g > S B BN Y 2 A A 4a BRI By
Pefrhrga e - 0 H o B ZHE > A=
W NRBIETHREREENGEE -

ik o wrEELET o FAZFHF=H
WUEBOHRT—K - T2 2 i AR IR AR B
ﬁ%‘ N R #HEFEZEE T - ERBIREEFTI
FT N Z1& > AT T HRAVEE

s EEFIFFBN TN - FELERE
EEFIC - F3GH#EE] TR K i R AV IR EI B
I -

HRE R % —ZIE A - B DURIEHYAR
BN EREF - FFEE =K BREHNE
SREITENE ~ 44T > &8 T UNRERE 2 A
W BERRBSIEZL -ERBIR > Hi5—
ERMEA] - —PERHET - WECHIRERE - & — L&
FUscA PAR B IR - a0 0 TENKRT 0 B
FES | ) EHEAIEER - TER TEZ,

AZK

46| ERIERE —o—MEFEMS

My name is Chen Yu, a student from Lausanne, Switzerland, which
is a beautiful city at the foot of the Alps along Lake Geneva. I'm a
beginner in terms of learning the Buddhadharma, so if there is anything
inaccurate, please kindly correct me.

My topic today is, “It is not easy to go to the Ultimate Bliss
Pureland in the human world.” It is inspired by my twisted yet lucky
fulfilled trip to CT'TB and from the text of the Amitabha Sutra, which
states that, “One cannot have few good roots, blessings, virtues, and
causal connections to attain birth in that land.”

This is my first time attending Dharma session at City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. A long time ago, a few Dharma friends told me
that CTTB is the Ultimate Bliss Pureland of the human world. With
curiosity, I vowed during the summer holiday that I should visit CTTB
during the Christmas holiday. During the past six months, I have been
trying to cultivate vigorously in an effort to plant some good roots
to make my wish come true. However, it was not as smooth as I had
expected. The major obstacle was the US visa. First, due to various
reasons, | had to reschedule three times for the visa interview. Having
submitted my visa application, I was informed of an administrative
process that would take a couple of weeks. However, three months
passed, and there was still no news about my visa, even as the Christmas
holiday approached. I was disappointed, and I began to feel defeat. I
did not believe I would be able to come here.

At that time, a few good-knowing advisors from Minnesota
quietly started to create virtues and transfer the merits to me. They also
encouraged me to neither give up hope nor give up my dedication to
the Dharma. Sometimes, we need both virtue and friends to get things
done!

Then a miracle occurred. On the 23rd of December, I was told
to send my passport to the US Embassy in order to obtain the visa.
After waiting outside the US Embassy for seven hours, I finally got my
visa. Within fifteen minutes of receiving my visa, I stood outside the
embassy and used my phone’s 3G capabilities to purchase the earliest
plane ticket to San Francisco.

Since it was a last-minute ticket, the itinerary did not yield the best
flight. I needed to transfer three times, via Geneva, Frankfurt, and New
York, before arriving in San Francisco. Afterwards, it finally took me
28 hours to arrive at CT'TB. Fortunately, my dear Dharma friends had

been persistently transferring merits to me. Thus, the trip was smooth
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and beautiful. I remember clearly that when I finally arrived at CT'TB with a ride
from a good-knowing advisor, I said: “Finally, arrived! Not easy!” He said, “Finally,
arrived home! Not easy!”

During the Dharma session at CTTB, all the good-knowing and virtuous
cultivators gathered together to chant the Buddha’s name and learn the Dharma.
I also saw peacocks and other multi-colored birds. In addition, I saw the clearest
and most beautiful starry night I have ever seen — exactly as described in the
Amitabha Sutra. All these confirmed why my Dharma friends said that CTTB is
the Ultimate Bliss Pureland of the human world.

I have two take-home messages. First, to come to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, the Ultimate Bliss Pureland of the human world, is not easy. It requires
good roots, blessings, virtues and connections. I shall cherish my blessings. Second,
to go to the Western Pureland of Ultimate Bliss requires even more of a constant
vigorous cultivation. It is also necessary to harbor broad Dharma affinities with all
living beings in order to help remain mindful and focused. Amitabha!

(Question: How did you hear about CTTB from Geneva, which is so far
away?)

I first heard about CTTB from my best friend. Her description of her profile
on her Sina Weibo account was, “Took refuge with the Triple Jewel in the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas in California in 2009.” This statement planted a root
in my heart because I then found out that there was a temple called CTTB in
California. Later, I had a chance to visit California in early 2012. Before the end of
the journey, I started to think about the places that I had left to visit. It was at this
moment that this root started to grow, since I realized there was a temple called
CTTB in California that I had yet to visit.

Everything is almost the same as when I visited this temple (CTTB) in
2012. However, since I did not have enough virtues and blessings, I only had the
opportunity to visit the Fundamental-Buddha-Teacher Hall. The Ten-Thousand-
Buddha Hall was closed. I did not see anyone, either. So at that time, I was
wondering if perhaps CTTB was a Buddhist Museum!

Later, I told my friend that I visited CTTB but did not see anything
extraordinary in particular. I also told her that I doubted CTTB was a museum.
Since then, this friend has shared with me a lot of information about CTTB,
Venerable Master Hua, and the Dharma sessions at CTTB.

This friend also told me how to participate in the online Sutra lectures and
translation activities of BTTS. These lectures and activities made me realize that
the Buddhadharma is not the same as my previous perception, which was that I
should wish a lot in front of the statues of Buddhas and expect them to bestow upon
me good results in my studies, career, and health. In my new understanding of the
Buddhadharma, I realized it was far beyond wishing. Instead, the Buddhadharma
is about great wisdom that I can learn from. This is what greatly attracted me to
come here.

I never thought about taking refuge before. However, when I went back to
Switzerland, I started to read Buddhist books and gain information. Later, without
any reason, I suddenly decided that I wanted to take refuge with the Triple Jewel.
I don’t know how to explain this sudden desire. Perhaps this comes from the
blessings of Venerable Master Hua. =
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