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If You Know the Answer, Why Are You Still Asking?
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A Talk by Joey Wei on November 4th, 2013, in the Buddha Hall of the CTTB

English Translation by Lotus Lee

B BN~ BALERD ~ BArERE - BASK
TERE—REEN S AR EY G (80 - BER A tdr - HBh
WAL > MATETTED ~ A n] B E R AR A
Bk B MREAERE - BREREER - B
R%ZH -

EIPS N EIE SN Er R =R r R i
fEE b~ EATERITENE PR A S - i Z ¢

"L ENRAEMIE ? | B ARG HIRE | R
FEHEAEEI S - Poplglgai— T o BEA s
Y - SBEAIAEERIIEE - FHAHBEHRER - £
Rfa | BiEREERG FEER -

B{EOETRE 2 72 (BFREE) B9 T EREND |
Bk > ARFOEBREAY > EAREAY
Prges el T EX 0 fRERER ¢ TRH L L N2
PrrsesE e © T ANERE o EWRS ? BoE i
/NEIERES - RERETIRESSEMHH A LT - 1218
FRRAEA SHRLHIH IR ZEAE - AL EE
FEMREE 2

B > PRI AT (BR) B HEEE
)¢ o B ITMEERI R LB IR LK - A& - R
HIEE T E LR — R - BE L AYHRLE
REEEEFREE - RECEHT ORI
RS 7 B RARE OAEWRE - Rt EAESH—
= BEHENE - G EE RN -

I T e 2 1% - R EBEE S O TE > JEE
FROEBAZE - mERAMTEE ¢ T MR EEEEIRY ?

"TIHREARBAIREERW | TAMREERE R
Jele ? , GRAEEZELEWET - )

38| &MERE —o—MEFEMZ

Venerable Master, all Dharma Masters, and all good and wise
advisers: My name is Kuo Shi Wei (Joey Wei). Today I would
like to speak about the Venerable Master’s expedient ways of
teaching. Interestingly, you might not notice his skillful and
inconceivable methods at the time; only after reflecting upon the
incident would you realize how much he had helped.

A couple of days ago, I heard some people asking a question
that is often seen in books or heard in discussions: “Where is the
mind?” This is a good question. I am sure that many of you have
read more books than I have, but I will briefly describe it anyway.
Please correct me if there are any discrepancies in my description.
I won't get angry.

So where is the mind? In the Shurangama Sutra, in the
“Searching for the mind in seven places” section, the Venerable
Ananda proposed seven locations of the mind, but the Buddha
said that they were all incorrect. The Venerable Ananda then
said: “I am the Buddha’s youngest brother [technically cousin]. I
thought that with regards to cultivation, I could just rely on the
Buddha. I did not expect that my knowledge and views would
serve to be incorrect. So where is the mind?”

At this time, the Buddha emitted ten rays of jeweled light
from his face, causing Buddha-lands as many as fine particles in
Buddha-lands of the ten directions to appear. He then used his
spiritual powers to unite the Buddha-lands of the ten directions
into a single land. In every Buddha-land, there were great
Bodhisattvas putting their palms together in respect and waiting
for the Buddha to speak about the location of the mind. We can
see from this that asking where the mind is does not seem to

be an easy task, and finding an answer to this question requires
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significant causes and conditions.

After the Buddha emitted light, he later raised his golden-hued arm
and bent his five fingers into a fist that sends forth light. The Buddha
asked Ananda: “What did you see it with?” Ananda said, “I used my eyes,
of course!” The Buddha asked: “How do you know that what you are
seeing is light?” (Now we jump to the part where the Buddha asks Ananda
where the mind is.)

Ananda said: “My mind is that which has the capability of making
such determinations.” In other words, he was referring to the mind that
can calculate, plan, think, and form conjectures.

The Buddha said: “No! That is not your mind!” The Venerable Ananda
was greatly startled. He immediately got up and put his palms together,
saying: “If this is not my mind, then what is it?” The Buddha answered:
“This thing that is capable of thinking and making determinations is
called a ‘mental process that assigns false and illusory attributes to the
world of perceived objects.” An image of what you see is reflected in your
mind. The reflection in your mind is a false and illusory attribute to the
world of perceived objects. It is not your true mind!”

Now that we have reached the question of the location of the mind,
we should go back a little bit. I am sure all of you know this better than
I do. The Buddha asked the Venerable Ananda: “At the time you first
made the resolve to become enlightened, what excellent attributes did you
see in my Dharma that immediately led you to reject the deep familial
affection and conjugal love of the world?” What excellent attributes
did you see that caused you to leave the home life? You must have seen
something that caused you to do so. The Venerable Ananda answered: “I
saw the thirty-two hallmarks of the Tathagata, which were so supremely
wondrous and incomparable that his entire body shone like crystal, with
an interreflecting radiance... That is why I admired the Buddha and why
I let the hair fall from my head so I could follow him.” Having seen such
excellent states, Ananda brought forth the resolve to attain liberation from
samsara and decided to cultivate.

The Buddha asked: “How did you see my hallmarks?” It was the eyes.
The Buddha continued, “Who was it that took delight in them and loved
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them?” It was the mind that took delight in them and loved them. The
eyes saw the hallmarks, and the mind took delight in them and loved
them. Where are the eyes and where is the mind? What follows is the
main point of my speech today.

The Venerable Ananda said: “As I regard the blue-lotus eyes of the
Tathagata, I know that they are part of the Buddha’s face...It is evident
that those physical organs which respond to four kinds of perceived
objects are part of my face, and so, my conscious mind, too, is surely
found within my body.” Simply put, my eyes are on my face, and my
mind is within my body. This is something everyone can agree with.
There is one sentence in this section that bothered me for a long time,
probably because I am not very smart.

When I read the part where Ananda said: “Buddha, your blue
lotus flower eyes are on your face too!” I thought: the Buddha’s eyes are
lotus flowers? It is quite difficult to imagine a combination of eyes and
lotuses. This bothered me for a long time, but I didn’t ask anyone about
it because I thought that asking this question might make people think
I was being silly.

In the past, when there were major Dharma assemblies at CTTB,
the Venerable Master would usually have the cantor and some Bhikshus
put maybe three or six bowing cushions behind the abbot’s bowing
cushion in the center, and pick three laymen and three laywomen,
usually people who came from afar, to serve as representatives of the
assembly.

Once, the Venerable Master told the cantor to have me stand in the
middle as one of the laymen. I said, “Since I come quite often, I'll give
the opportunity to others.” He replied, “No! No! The Venerable Master
specifically picked you.” I said: “OK. If it’s the Venerable Master’s
intention, I'll do it.”

Routinely, the Venerable Master would come in from the back
and carefully look at the six people standing there. He would look at
the laymen carefully, and then the laywomen, and leave after he was
finished. We would then start Meal Offering.

When the Venerable Master walked in, he looked at our side first.

I just happened to look up, and our eyes met. I saw that the Venerable
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Master’s eyes were blue lotus flower eyes! I thought, “Ah! So that’s what
they look like!” The Venerable Master suddenly smiled and then walked
out without looking at anyone else. This left a deep impression on me. I
knew that if I ever saw anyone with blue lotus flower eyes again, I would
definitely recognize them.

Just like that, the Venerable Master dissolved the doubts in my mind
without saying a word. I decided it would be best not to tell anyone of
this matter, because people might gossip about it. However, I had a pretty
good idea of what had happened. The Venerable Master did not speak very
much, but this was another form of his expedient methods. Here is another
example.

I hope you understand that in speaking of this incident, I am not
criticizing anyone. You all know that I am not qualified to criticize anyone;
I would simply like to use this incident to illustrate how the Venerable
Master taught us.

There was a laywoman who used to come here. There is no need to
name names, as she does not come here anymore. When she came to
CTTB, she put on the air of being very wealthy, and was very overbearing.
No one could do anything about her; we wanted to ask her to leave, but it
didn’t seem that she was actually doing something wrong. She was a very
big headache.

Once, the Venerable Master was in the Buddha Hall, and he was
correcting our mistakes, saying: “You cannot do this!” The laywoman was
quite outspoken, and said: “Master, I will always remain by your side. T'll
never leave!” The Venerable Master said: “You speak too fast. Soon, there
will be a man who will come and take you away.” Later, there was a man
who came here, and the two of them ended up moving out and never
returning. Sometimes things may not turn out the way you think.

When a person is not suited to live in the City, you dont need to do
anything; when the time comes, he or she will naturally leave. I am neither
badmouthing people nor sending subliminal messages. This was the way
the Venerable Master did things—in ways that you could not expect.
Usually, when we do not like someone, we will rack our brains to think of
all kinds of ways to make them leave. On the other hand, the Venerable
Master only needs to rectify the conditions, and some people may leave by
themselves, or others may become more hardworking. Therefore, if you
feel that you have become vigorous and feel different than before, perhaps
someone is helping you.

I will talk about another incident. I believe someone brought it up
before; in any case, it was quite interesting. There was a laywoman who
used to have a dog. One time, after a Dharma Assembly, the Venerable
Master said that we could ask questions, so she asked the Venerable Master,
“Is it better not to have a dog?” The Venerable Master immediately replied:
“Why are you asking this question when you already know the answer?”

Having pets, including cats and dogs, is not good, because when they

gaze at you, they can suck away all of your energy, qi, and spirit. You will
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gradually be unable to separate yourself from them. The likelihood of your pet
dragging you down to its level is more probable than you pulling it up. Therefore,
if you are not skillful enough, it is best not to have pets.

She already had the dog. What to do? Giving it away to anyone was not the
best solution. Since she was vegetarian, she fed the dog vegetarian food. As the dog
did not eat regular dog food, it was not as healthy and robust as most dogs.

When this laywoman asked the Venerable Master this question, he only
scolded her about asking a question she already knew the answer to, and did not
say anything else. Not long after this incident, she bumped into a friend of a friend
who she had not seen or contacted for more than ten years. This friend wanted to
go to her house for a visit, to which she agreed. When they arrived at her house,
the person saw her dog and for some reason, liked it very much. It was the same
for the dog as well. Both of them were very fond of each other. The person asked,
“Can you let me have this dog?” The laywoman answered, “Sure! I don't really
know what to do with it anyway.” The dog left with the person that very day. Since
then, they have not contacted each other, and she never heard of the dog again. In
any case, her problem was solved.

You can see that the Venerable Master was truly skilled in altering causes and
conditions. As for us, we would probably reprimand and criticize people before
doing anything. The Venerable Master, on the other hand, could solve the problem
without ever speaking a word. To us, when something happens, it may seem like
the end of the world, but to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, it is quite trivial.

The Venerable Master said that when you practice the forty-two hands and
eyes, if you are vigorous, you will have accomplishment in three years. He added
that if you work hard enough, even your hands will have eyes. We asked the
Venerable Master, “Master, could you show us your hands?” In retrospect, we were
really being rude. However, the Venerable Master generously extended his hand
for us to see, and there really was an eye in the palm of his hand. I said, “Master,
there is an eye in your hand!” He said, “Not just one eye. Every single pore on my

body is an eye!” &
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