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Venerable Master, Dharma Masters, Friends
in the Dharma, Amitofo! I'd like to take this
opportunity, when we have many disciples
from afar, to share about some exciting things
that are happening at Dharma Realm Buddhist
University (DRBU). Many of you may have
heard of the university, but not be aware of
what is happening within it. I am not directly
involved, but I do have a long history as a
DRBU student.

DRBU, like the elementary and secondary
schools, are part of the Ven. Master’s vision
to bring Buddhist education to the world,
primarily  through  non-religious means.
Through the teaching virtue and principles

of how the mind works, through teaching
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meditation, through teaching an appreciation of the religions,
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literatures, and philosophies of both east and west, the schools

and university can help people of all religions learn to lead

happier, more meaningful and harmonious lives and to learn to WRE| 5 - AR DR S R DU D
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In fact, DRBU is the reason I first came to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas (CTTB). I was first attracted to Buddhism
when the Ven. Master and disciples visited the University
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of Texas and held a meditation retreat. The experience of

meditation was life changing, as were the principles of filial
respect and virtue that the Master spoke of. I then came for
a summer Chan session, which was pivotal as well. It made
me want to pursue Buddhist study and practice fulltime. But
there was one problem. I don’t think I would have been able
to suddenly stop my studies at UT, as a first year PhD student

in the computer science department, turning down a generous
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fellowship that covered my costs, just like that. I am not sure my parents
would have agreed either. It would have been too drastic.

Fortunately, though, I had ordered a DRBU catalog, and after looking
at the courses and program, it seemed like a very reasonable thing to
continue my graduate studies by transferring to this Buddhist university.
So I applied to DRBU that summer. A few months later, I received an
acceptance letter from DRBU so I happily packed and prepared to stay
at CTTB longterm.

While taking classes in DRBU, I participated in the daily ceremonies
and community service, taught in the girls’ school, and learned how
to translate Chinese Dharma talks and commentaries into English. I
soon developed a strong conviction that I wanted to leave the home life
because I needed to devote myself fulltime to learning and practicing the
Dharma. Not long afterwards, I became a nun. I still continued at DRBU
and completed a Master’s in Translation of Buddhist Texts. That was not
the end of my studies at DRBU, however. After spending some time at
other branch monasteries, when I came back I started taking classes at
DRBU again as a special student. Several years later, I enrolled in another
of the Master’s programs, this time in Buddhist Studies and Practice.

Over the years, I have gained a lot from DRBU in many areas of study
— starting with languages, learning to translate modern and classical
Chinese to English, learning enough Sanskrit to read some Sutras, and
more importantly, learning how to explain Buddhist concepts to young
people in the modern world, which means translating them out of a
traditional Chinese context into terms that people today can understand.
Also, 1 have taken several semesters of classes exploring Buddhist
education, how to teach world religions, Islam, Buddhist ethics, Buddhist
hermeneutics or way of interpreting texts, etc. There have also been classes
focused on studying one particular sutra, such as the Avatamsaka Sutra or
Shurangama Sutra, or a particular shastra.

More recently, the courses that I have found most helpful to me as
a Buddhist nun trying to relate to the modern world are courses where
we read Western thinkers in philosophy and psychology in parallel with
Buddhist sutras and shastras. For example, we studied Freud and Jung in
parallel with Yogacara philosophy; another year, we read Nagarjuna in
parallel with Nietzsche and with William James, a founder of American
philosophy of pragmatism. One semester we studied ancient Greek
philosophers and the spiritual exercises in their teachings. I discovered
that Western thinkers have much in common with Buddhism and have
comparable depth in their analysis of the mind and the world, which
can enhance my understanding of Buddhism and help me to connect
Buddhist concepts to the modern world.

The method of teaching in these courses is to do close reading of the
primary texts, and then using them to reflect upon ourselves and our

practice. This is very different from the Religious Studies model, which is
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the secular study of religious beliefs, behaviors, and institutions that draws
on multiple disciplines and their methodologies including anthropology,
sociology, psychology, philosophy, and history. In other words, it is
studying religion from the outside. The scholar need not be a believer or
practitioner, and sometimes, is considered biased if he/she professes to be
one.

Religious studies scholars might analyze the rituals, beliefs, religious
art, and practices of worship, or study religion from the perspective of
economics or psychology or history. Whereas at DRBU we study a sutra
to know its teachings which lead to liberation, and as part of that study
we put its principles into practice, a religious studies student will read
the sutra and perhaps analyze whether it is authentic or apocryphal, the
cultural influences and motivations of the author, how it is used in monastic
communities today, the history of its transmission and translation and
revision, and so forth. The most important point of a sutra, its teachings of
practices for liberation, may or may not be the focus of the student’s study.

DRBU hopes to model its studies on the way the Ven. Master taught
the sutras. He taught them to us directly by letting us read and study
them in Chinese, with his explanations, translated into English and other
languages. He emphasized the importance of learning some classical
Chinese so as to understand the nuances of the text directly. He also asked
his disciples to take turn explaining them, so everyone could activate their
own wisdom and learn from each other. The schedule during his sutra
lecture sessions, which could last for weeks or even years, also included
daily ceremonies and several hours of meditation, during which students
could ponder the meaning of the sutra. The Ven. Master did not encourage
students to read scholarly opinions of the sutra’s authenticity, but asked us
to study the sutras directly and decide for ourselves based on whether the
sutra carried the essence of the Dharma.

His sutra teachings were profound, yet simple and directly applicable
to our current situation and state of mind. He used the sutras and shastras
to point out our faults and bad habits, and exhort us to repent and change
— purifying our mind was the only way to reach Buddhahood; there
was no shortcut. He encouraged us to practice all the different schools
of Buddhism, from holding precepts, to Chan, to studying sutras, to
mindfulness of the Buddha, to esoteric practices. As practice was an
essential element for understanding the texts, it was integrated into the
daily schedule. This you cannot find in secular universities teaching
Buddhism.

In the United States, in order for a university to be recognized and to be
able to attract serious students, it must be accredited by one of the regional
accrediting bodies, in our case, the Western Association of Schools and
Colleges (WASC). It must also be WASC accredited in order to issue
international student visas, which is an important issue for DRBU because
often people from Buddhist countries would like to apply. I have been

involved in gaining WASC accreditation for our high school, but getting

B WERENE - ARG - BRI
SEFRE FERNSEE ARG AT EAEFRE
(EBGRAATEHIETT - BRERRERHE#
AN EARAFPIL - HFTRER

TR BRI BB WG R B (B
{0~ SR AR T B TEAEE SR
OEEER - FRSRERAY AT TE SR o ARMAEER
SARTE - AT ey B B2 B TH T
& HEMS R BT MTILHE - ShEHy
TREEREBAE - E A 2 1% - G RHAGIE
HAR ~ BISERV2 8 ~ (EEiEik - & S8t
HIMERIER D ~ 48 HUEEE R TR L5 - 2
i > &E A B B oy — — BRI BT T T
A WP FER A ER A B

BRI EANBEEEHEY T30 > R
TR o B NGRERAFIeEE Oy - 2R1%
R e TR MIEE - AR MR R R 5L
MHEHEHES - B NFEPEECEE -
Ryl ] IR Bh IR E 2 T ARaEsR - EAtE
T EAGERE - ERREE A H AT LB E
CAFREE  WLHEHEE - B AGER—0
&> DU SR - EERERSE - IR
B H BITTHERER DS U N HIFT 4 - 8k
B A EREHFETE - B ARSEK
FIHE LB ARSI ERAE R E - fiE
FORKMEREEY > AREBCRAEEIEE
S EAENAE -

ENEEEEAED o 1 HALE B - B
Aol - AR BN BRI E CHISERATE
RE - SRR duaEs——a F R
& AR CE—ES > RAEMTRIE - EA
B RE R EHAFT——HESE 85
B~ TS ST o BT o BB K
Zpg o NIE B AGR E R AFE AT H H#E S
o BN RS A EHY -

TEEE] » — B R HGE) & Ml s ey
soH] > A RE Rt gz IS - TAKPTE
HEREE T R Pl R E (WASC)
T WASCHIREH] » A RERX 8% S a8 4a BS MY
B4 - BWEKNE > EMEGAEZRERR
Ryt 2 B R R A EREATERES -
—HUK > BEE S B E T 2RI
EREHEEE RS2 T - RAZEEMEA

APRIL 2014 VaJra BobHi Sea |29

8 A o ‘ Q1314 1Haog



B #i ot ‘ BobHi FIELD

a university accredited is much, much more difficult because of the
level of qualifications required to teach college level material to adults.

Currently DRBU has a team of talented professional young people,
many of whom are our alumni or members of DRBY, who have
been doing intense research for several years into how to ensure that
DRBU is aligned with the Ven. Master’s way of teaching and vision,
financially sustainable, and WASC accredited. They have found a
model that can meet these criteria: a curriculum based on primary
texts. In universities with a primary text curriculum such as St. John’s
College and Thomas Aquinas College, students study the Western
classics. DRBU, though, will expand the focus to include both Eastern
and Western classics, including Buddhist sutras and shastras. DRBU
will also focus on Chinese and Sanskrit, two canonical languages.
These universities as well as DRBU value a direct interaction with the
text, as well as group discussion to uncover its meaning, rather than
studying it from secular perspectives such as mentioned above. The
professors or instructors also learn along with the students, and are
gradually expected to be able to teach or facilitate the study of all the
different strands of study — Buddhist texts, Eastern classics, Western
classics, language, math, science, music, so that they also become well-
rounded and develop themselves.

A question you might ask is: would such a program attract students?
I think it would definitely appeal to both Westerners and Easterners,
who are looking for genuine wisdom and a way to freedom from
suffering. That is what not only Buddhist texts, but to some extent all
the classics of the world, offer, and to be able to directly study them
and put them into practice offers a light of hope for college students
in this age of cynicism and anxiety. From the college students that
have come for short retreats, we can see that many of these young
people are yearning for something that gives them not only hope but
also methods for achieving genuine freedom. This is exactly the vision
that attracted me to DRBU, and I believe DRBU offers a meaningful
curriculum to people searching for wisdom and truth and hope.

During the three annual Guanyin sessions, DRBU provides an
orientation, morning guided meditation, afternoon question-and-
answer session, and evening discussion in English for newcomers.
Curiously, it’s not just for beginners, because the discussions can go
very deep, and people keep returning. These discussions have helped
people who otherwise would never consider joining the practice
sessions and ceremonies, to take them seriously and benefit from
them, and not be daunted by the fact that they are often conducted
in Chinese.

It is clear to me that DRBU is an essential part of helping CTTB
to bring the Dharma to the West, and to bring Westerners and young
people of the modern age to CTTB. 8
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