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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE CHINA PERIOD
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54. Joy and Anger All Arise from One’s Mind

The Venerable Master had unhindered eloquence. Changing one word, he
could make an angry person joyful. With one method [or: Dharma], he
would make others happy and faithful. The story about the saying “Karma
like the sea” helps people understand the impermanence of joy and anger — it

all comes from the mind.

Story in Venerable Master’s Own Words:

Around Chinese New Year, whether in temples or at home, people would
make matching couplets. This is called Hui Chun, “Illustrating Spring.” When
I was a novice at the temple, I would write all kinds of auspicious sayings
“Fortune Will Come As You Wish.” One time I wrote “Wisdom

like the sea.” I wrote these four characters very quickly and it looked like real

such as,

calligraphy. Another novice who had the same teacher liked the words a lot,
so he repeatedly recited “Wisdom like the sea. Wisdom like the sea. Wisdom

like the sea...” He kept reciting it over and over like this. I got annoyed and

IR

said, “I see you have ‘karma like the sea.
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When he heard this, he lost his temper and was about to beat
me up. He said: “I think your handwritten characters look really
majestic. I cannot help but recite it non-stop. How can you say that
I have ‘Karma like the sea?” Why do you mock me? What do you
mean my ‘karma is like the sea?”” He really wanted to fight with me.

I said, “Calm down. I said you have ‘karma like the sea.” You
shouldn’t get angry, you should thank me for blessing you.”

“What?! You say I have karma like the sea and now you want
me to thank you? No way!” he said. I replied, “ Do you know what
karma is? Karma refers to what you did in your past lives and what
you will receive in your present life. There is good karma and bad
karma. I never said your evil karma is like the sea. What if I'd said
your good karma is like the sea?” His eyes popped wide open and
he was speechless. “Ah, thatd be fine then.” After he heard my
explanation, his anger turned into joy and he even apologized.

You see, it’s that incredible! He wasn’t clear about one word and
got angry. When I added one word, “your good karma is like the
sea,” his anger was gone in an instant. Isn’t that strange? People’s
minds are strange. Joy and anger are one word apart; people become
joyful or angry based on one word. That is how karma works.

On another occasion, this same novice saw me holding a roll of
paper. He was being nosy again and asked me, “What is that? What
is that?” I said, “I'm selling you and this is the contract.” He burst
out into a rage again, “What authority do you have to sell me?! What
right do you have to sell me?!” I said, “Of course I have that right
and privilege. You should be happy that I'm selling you. If you are
not happy, I won’t sell you. If I sell you and someone buys you, you
should definitely be delighted.” Now he got even angrier, “What?!
Why should I be happy you are you selling me?” I said, “ Do you

> «

know whom I'm selling you to?” He said, “To whom?” “I'm selling

you to Shakyamuni Buddha so that you can always be a monk.” He
looked at me with his eyes wide open. I said, “Is that okay? Are you
happy now?” “Okay, that’s alright!” Please don’t think that I'm telling
a joke. Think about it, I was selling him and he was happy. This too

is wonderful Dharma!
s0To be continued

While giving and making offerings brings blessings without (imit,
It is in the mind that the three evils have their origin.

By seeking blessings you may wish to obliterate offenses;

But in the future, though you are blessed, offenses still remain.
You ought to simply strike the evil conditions from your mind;
By true repentance and reform within your own self-nature.

A sudden awakening: the true repentance and

reform of the Great Vehicle;

You must cast out the deviant,

and practice the right, to be without offense.

— from the “Six Patriarch's Sutra”
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