(HBEFBERE)

LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS

‘DTl EF

The Seventeenth Patriarch

Venerable Samghanandi
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on August. 8, 1981
English Translation by Guo Ru Jou
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The Venerable Samghanandi was born in Sravasti. He was the crown
prince of King Adorned with Jewels. When he was seven years old he
grew tired of worldly pleasures and asked for permission to leave the
home-life. One evening he came to a large rock cave and sat down
to meditate. The Sixteenth Patriarch came to that place and saw him
sitting there in Samadhi. The Patriarch waited for three weeks before
Samghanandi emerged from Samadhi. The Patriarch asked him: “Was
it your body or your mind that was in Samadhi?” He replied, “My
body and mind were both in Samadhi.” The Patriarch asked, “If both
body and mind were in Samadhi, how could there be entering into it
or emerging from it?” The Venerable answered: “Although there is a
entering and emerging, the characteristic of Samadhi remains.” The
Patriarch rebuked him. Samghanandi then understood and sought to
be taught.

The Patriarch used his right hand to lift a bowl up to the Brahma
palace to get some scrumptious food and shared it with Samghanandi.
Samghanandi on his turn used his right hand to enter the reaches of
the Vajra Wheel, and brought back some sweet dew water in a vessel
of emerald. The Patriarch transmitted the Great Dharma to him.
Afterwards Patriarch Samghanandi went to Magadha where he met
Gayasata [who became the Eighteenth Patriarch]. He passed away

hanging on to a tree branch with his right hand.
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Commentary:

The Venerable Samghanandi who became the seventeenth Patriarch in the
transmission of the mind-seal was born in Sravasti. He was the crown prince
of King Adorned with Jewels.

When he was seven years old he grew tired of worldly pleasures and asked
for permission to leave the home-life. Why did he not enjoy the pleasures of
the world? Because his roots of goodness were deep. He was not like most us
ordinary people, who are totally upside down. We are so confused, tossed about
on the waves of the bitter sea of the cycle of rebirth. He did not want to be tossed
about through births and deaths. Therefore, he was weary of worldly pleasures
and repeatedly asked his father for permission to leave home and cultivate. For
that same reason, he would often meditate, starting from when he was 7 years
old. He would sit in full lotus for a day or a night.

One evening he came to a large rock cave and sat down to meditate. He sat
down there to meditate all by himself.

The Sixteenth Patriarch came to that place and saw him sitting there in
Samadhi. The Patriarch waited for three weeks before Samghanandi emerged
from Samadhi. The Sixteenth Patriarch came to that rock cave and as he saw
Samghanandi in Samadhi, he decided to wait for him to emerge from Samadhi.
He ended up waiting for twenty-one days before the Samghanandi came out of
Samadhi.

The Patriarch asked him: “Was it your body or your mind that was in
Samadhi?” Seeing that he was capable of sitting for twenty-one days, the
Patriarch asked him, “When you were sitting there, was it your body that had
entered Samadhi or was it your mind that had entered Samadhi?”

He replied, “My body and mind were both in Samadhi.” Samghanandi
replied that both his body and mind were in Samadhi, not merely one or the
other. His answer was very reasonable.

However, the Sixteenth Patriarch wanted to continue the discussion, he wanted
to point out his faults to him, so he asked him a tougher question: “If both body
and mind were in Samadhi, how could there be entering into it or emerging
from it?” “If your mind and body were both in Samadhi, then they would be
in Samadhi constantly. In that case there should not be any entering into it or
emerging from it.”

The Venerable answered: “Although there is a entering and emerging, the
characteristic of Samadhi remains.” Although I may enter into and emerge
from this state, I do not lose the state of entering into Samadhi. For me, emerging
from it and being in it share one and the same characteristic of Samadhi.”

The Patriarch rebuked him. The Sixteenth Patriarch said, “Well, if you
did not lose the characteristic of Samadhi, then why don’t you show me that
characteristic of Samadhi ?”

Sagmhanandi then understood and sought to be taught. After such
appropriate questioning, the Venerable Sagmhanandi woke up. He understood
that: All dharmas are basically pure of themselves. All great Samadhis are basically
not entered or emerged from.

Then he beseeched the Sixteenth Patriarch to shave his head and lead him to

leave the home-life. s0To be continued
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