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Now 50 years later his disciples proudly displayed his
legacy for the world in a 10x10 booth at the heart of the San
Francisco Chinatown New Year’s Street Fair on Feb 15" and
16th. Young and old, male and female, bhikshus, bhikshunis and
laity speaking Cantonese, Mandarin, Taiwanese, Malay, English,
Spanish, French and Tagalog all gathered to help spread Dharma
according to the potential of the listener.

They showcased the schools he founded, Instilling Goodness
Elementary School, Developing Virtue Secondary School and
Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU), which was just
awarded eligibilicy by WASC in their accreditation process. They
presented pictures of the 28 monasteries he founded throughout
the world. And they exhibited a portion of the over 400 books
published by the organization he founded, Buddhist Text
Translation Society (BTTS).

Close to 3000 books, booklets, CDs and DVDs were handed
out during the two days, along with informational literature
on the schools and branch monasteries. Bilingual Chinese/
English children’s books, vegetarian cookbooks, English sutras
with commentaries, well-illustrated gift books, a dictionary on
Buddhism targeting academics, Spanish introductory material,
CDs with mantras, stories on DVD, essentially something was
available for everybody that stopped by.

All available copies of the vegetarian cookbook, almost 1000,

were handed out. It was so popular that it had to be rationed,
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only one volume per person, though many people were eager
to read the whole set. Volunteers even had to ask people to
return to Gold Mountain Monastery in the future to get the
other volumes in the series. Without rationing and allowing
people more than one volume in the series, volunteers could
easily have given out 5,000 books. Two hundred copies of the
bilingual children’s book Golden Feather were requested from
the book warehouse at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(CTTB), but only 85 were available and volunteers had to take
stock from Gold Mountain’s supply. Copies were rationed for
Saturday and Sunday. All books were given away by noon each
day. Kindness, a Vegetarian Poetry Anthology was gone within
the first two hours. Other popular items were the gift books
item such as Transcending the World, which was available in
three different versions, Chinese/English, Vietnamese/English
and Spanish/Chinese and Cherish Your Body. The most popular
CD was the chanting of Guan Yin’s name ¥ % 8257,

The audience was an eclectic mix of local people, the
majority whom spoke Cantonese, tourists from all over speaking
many different languages and the thousands of performers in
the Saturday evening parade, the largest Chinese New Year
parade outside of Asia with over 100 teams performing,.

In addition to the San Francisco fair, the Master’s disciples
participated in the lunar New Year celebration at the Oakland
Museum of California on February 9*. Dedicated volunteers
have been working at this festival for seven years. For past events
the Boys School Lion and Dragon Dance Team and the CTTB
Chinese Orchestra introduced people to CT'TB through music
and dance. And the vegetarian Spring Roll team, headed by
an industrious group of “Aunties” reached out to people by
showing them how to make vegetarian spring rolls and letting
them enjoy their own creations. This year, there was a larger
presence of the high school and BTTS. In addition DRBU
made its debut appearance.

The rousing call at the Venerable Master’s 50th anniversary
for volunteers to join in spreading the Dharma so as to realize
the Master’s dream is beginning to bear fruit. Volunteers were
glad to meet each other in person, as many had been working
silently in isolation for years. Ideas were shared for future
collaboration.

As Hillary Clinton former first lady states in her book, Iz
Takes a Village to raise a child, it takes a city to propagate
the Dharma, the entire City of 10,000 Buddhas along with all
branch monasteries. And with a harmonious Great Assembly,

anything is possible. &
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