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Fducation is the Nation's Best Defense
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©ATalk by John Chu on November 11, 2013 at the Buddha Hall of CTTB

Tonight the topic is: education is the nation’s best defense.
What this points to is that education is about learning the
Buddhadharma and cultivating virtue. Tonight’s presentation
is composed of three parts: the first is the Venerable Master
Hua’s talks regarding education, the second is an excerpt from
the Sutra of the Humane King Who Protects the Country, using
the commentary of Master Yuanying, and the third is an
introduction of a model country: A country where the national
defense is based upon a flourishing educational system.

Some people may say, “But I am neither a student nor
a member of the school faculty. Education has nothing to
do with me.” In that case, we should refer ourselves to the
Venerable Master’s broader definition of education, which is
“Education has no beginning or end. The semester has no
starting date and there are no vacations. Wherever you are,
is the “the school”. There is no place that is not the place for
learning and there is no time that is not the time for learning.”

The following is also from the Venerable Master’s talks.
He also said, “The best defense for the nation is education. A
powerful country should not oppress or invade a small one,
just because it has the power to do so. We should love our
country, and love other countries as well. We must not use
military force to harm people. You educate people to the point

that they have clearly understanding, this is a fundamental

cause for a genuinely powerful country.”
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The Venerable Master continues, saying, “The world
is in a mess now because education has gone bankrupt.
Education is bankrupt throughout the entire world. It has
lost its direction. That is way I say education is bankrupt.
Since it is already bankrupt, we have to start afresh. The
Sagely City of 10,000 Buddhas is the starting ground for a
revolution in education. In the future we shall promote and
expand our education to the whole world. The first thing we
need to do for the revolution is to hire teachers—volunteer
teachers who take no salary, only enough for transportation
expenses. We should promote this policy.

“The purpose of education is for students to develop
wisdom, rather than using learning to pursue fame and
benefits”. To cultivate wisdom means to understand
the principles of life and the universe, including the
foundational knowledge of knowing what is right and
wrong. Students should learn to refrain from all evil and
practice all good actions, until they reach the final state of
the Buddha’s teaching — correct and universal knowledge.

Other than the policy of having volunteer teachers at
our schools, the Venerable Master said that his goal is to
help everyone cultivate wisdom and blessings. If one wants
to cultivate one’s wisdom and blessings, one should first
seek to help others cultivate wisdom and blessings. This
should be our approach to educating our next generation.

The Venerable Master himself was a volunteer teacher.
Confucius was also a volunteer teacher. The Venerable
Master said, “Even though the teachers are volunteering
their efforts, I will provide them with room and board, as
well as a stipend. These teachers will not be mistreated in
terms of their living conditions. I will guarantee them a
secure position, so they will not have to worry.” Since the
Venerable Master made that guarantee, we should uphold

that promise.
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The Venerable Master especially emphasized volunteer teachers and the cultivation
of virtue. He said, “Voluntary teaching is a way for us to increase our virtue and
strengthen our goodness. Cultivators, only if you can cultivate blessings and wisdom
here and develop your merit and virtue, will you be able to cultivate. Otherwise, if
you have no merit and virtue, you will meet demonic obstacles in your cultivation.
The demon king will come and look for you, and you will not have enough virtue
to endure it. This is cultivating without sufficient blessings and virtue. Therefore we
must establish merit and virtue. This point is very important. Whether you are a
teacher or a left-home person, you should all cultivate blessings and wisdom and
establish merit and virtue.”

Next I would like to briefly introduce the Suzra of the Humane King Who Protects
the Country. Because the humane king cultivates and practices virtue, improves all
the citizens, his country is peaceful and secure. In this case, the humane king is the
protector and the country is well protected. Because the king receives and upholds the
great Dharma of Prajnaparamita (the perfection of wisdom), he relies on the power of
this Dharma to protect himself and the country.

The second level of meaning is that the most important way of protecting the
country is by teaching the Dharma and helping the citizens become better people. If
one can use the Dharma of Prajna wisdom to teach the citizens to cultivate the Six
Paramitas, then the country will grow in its auspicious energy. Therefore the country
does not need to seek for external forms of protection but naturally will be protected.

The first part of the Sutra says, “At that time, the Buddha told the assembly,
“There are sixteen great kings who have requested to hear the causes and conditions
for protecting their countries. I will first speak the causes and conditions to protect
the Buddha’s fruition and the practices of the Ten Grounds for all you Bodhisattvas.””

Master Yuanying explains the reasoning for this. The prosperity or decline of
the country depends on the citizens’ good or harmful actions. The people’s good or
harmful actions depend on how the king teaches and transforms them. If we want
to protect the country, we need to emphasize on the citizens’ education so that they
know to practice goodness. If we want to teach, then first we must establish our inner
virtue. If we can accomplish solid inner virtue, then outer protection will be very
complete.

Master Yuanying continues his explanation, “The Buddha taught the Dharma of
the five precepts and ten good deeds. This Dharma for people and devas can cause
living beings to refrain from all evil and practice good deeds, so that they will be
forever apart from the painful destinies. This is the Dharma to save the world and
protect the country. If the country can teach the Dharma of cause and effect, this will
regulate the minds and behavior of the citizens. This will accomplish what the politics
and laws cannot. This reinforces the foundation of the country. If all countries can
follow and promote this, then the world will be in great harmonys; this is the pure land
within the human realm.

Master Yuanying said, “The Buddha first spoke the causes and conditions of
protecting the realization of Buddhahood and the Ten Grounds of the Bodhisattvas.
This is inner protection. Here, he speaks about protecting the country, which is outer
protection. Because when the inner protection is complete, then the outer protection

will manifest. The condition of the country is the result of the collective karma of
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living beings. Thus the rise and fall of a country is in accord with the heart of
its citizens. If both the king and the people can follow the true principles of
Prajna (wisdom), then the country will have no conflict. If all of humankind
can follow the true principles of Prajna, then there will be no fighting in
the world. This is the common-treasury of wisdom—the wisdom which is
shared by the country and ultimately by everyone in the world—as long as the
citizens have wisdom, they will not do foolish things like fighting each other.

The above section was a brief introduction to this sutra. Next I will
introduce a model of education as the best national defense. In such a country,
the country has no enemies and therefore no need for military or weapons of
war. Who would be the founding father of such a country? This would be the
Western Pure Land, whose founding father is Amitabha Buddha.

Why is it said that this country has the best educational system? It is because
the university in this country is called the “University of Bodhisattvas”. The
degree it confers is “Patience with the non-arising of dharmas and irreversibly
established merit and virtue.” How does it confer these degrees? As long as you
seek to be reborn in this land, when the lotus flower opens, you will see the
Buddha and awaken to the state of non-arising. That is when you realize the
patience of the non-arising of dharmas.

The students of the school have irreversible bodhisattvas as their
classmates, so all of their classmates are Eighth Ground Bodhisattvas and
above. What about the neighbors? The neighbors are all noble and good
people. The founding father of this country is Buddha, and the president of
this university is also Buddha.

Although the Venerable Master said, “Education has neither beginning
nor end, and there is no place that is not a place for learning”, the best place
to practice the Bodhisattva way of life is the Saha world. However, to really
attend the University of Bodhisattvas, to take the course on awakening to
the patience of the non-arising of dharmas, and to accomplish the merit and
virtue of an irreversible Bodhisattva, it is best to continue on to the Buddha’s
Pure Land for continuing studies, including the Western Land of Ultimate
Bliss and Medicine Master Buddha’s Eastern Land of Lapis Lazuli.

The ancient sages said, “Seek the Pure Land, be reborn there, and then
return to cross over living beings.” This is a three-part journey. Though there
may be a thousand sutras and ten thousand shastras, unless one has already
realized the state of patience with the non-arising of dharmas, it’s best to go to
the Buddha’s Pure Land to receive the unsurpassed education there.

Every night after we've heard the sutra lecture and recited the Heart of
the Shurangama Mantra, we recite the Pure Land Text. It starts with “With
one heart I return my life to Amitabha Buddha of the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
May the pure light shine on me and compassionately take me in...” This is
reminiscent of the Chu Shi Biao (Memorial for the Case to Go to War) by Zhuge
Liang. He declares that he has totally devoted himself to the country, and will
not consider his duty ended until his life has ended. Of course, this is Zhuge
Liang’s speech addressing the emperor. In our case we can devote ourselves

totally to our common goals, but after our lives are over we go to the Pure

Land. Amitabha! &
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