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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

It may seem tiny but the essence and spirit of the universe are all contained
within this single seed of goodness! Therefore, it is also one of the fundamentals
of benevolence. It is because of this that we have to improve these “seeds.” You
should change them for better, not for worse. How can these seeds change for the
better? It is by improving them step-by-step until they are good. Do not plant
any evil seeds; discard bad habits and bad practices. This is to be truly benevolent.
By knowing how to use scientific methods to transform these seeds, the more we
change them, the better they become!

The sages of ancient times were “the first to worry before the common people
were worried, and the last to enjoy after the people were happy.” This is nothing
else but “benevolence.” Therefore, we now have to break free of individualism!
Once this is done, there will be no mark of “self.” Just now, Teacher Sun said, “If
everyone is fine, how happy I'll be! I will feel good and cheerful too. If I am well,
but no one else is, , what meaning is there?” Indeed, it would be meaningless! For
example, the ruler of Heaven is just a single bachelor, what’s so great about that?
Ghosts and spirits bow and worship to him, but all the power belongs to that god.

There is no meaning in this!
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I say this because being a god is bitter because he is solitary. Being
a solitary minister is not an issue about loneliness. Rather, it means that
such a person does not belong to any party and is an isolated, highbrow
figure with no supporters. At first, he may have no intention of being
isolated from the crowd but then he is ostracized by others. Why? It is
because everyone is selfish at heart. Nevertheless, he remains unruffled
and has no problems with it. Since ancient times, there have been many
virtuous subjects who are single-minded loyalists. As far as those people
whom they protect or support are concerned, they remain loyal from
beginning to end and do not harbor “two minds,” they never swerve
in their loyalty. For this reason, they are known as “solitary ministers.”

The term “perverse son” does not necessarily refer to the offspring
of a wife or concubine who is in disfavor. It refers to a son who is
neglected by his father but who still behaves according to the rules. The
character ‘¥’ (ni¢) may imply that he has committed evil deeds, but in
fact it is a skill that he has cultivated. For example, Emperor Shun could
be considered a “perverse son” when he was young. His father had eyes
but acted like a sightless person for he labeled him a “perverse son.”
Actually, he wasn't perverse at all, but his father was bias towards his
stepson, whom his second wife brought along to the family. As a result,
Shun’s father and stepmother and adopted a hostile attitude towards
him, even to the extent of plotting to burn and drown him.

While Shun was dredging a well, his father hurled a rock down,
intending to crush him. This is called ‘dropping stones on someone who
has fallen into a well,” which is an allusion to this incident. After that,
when Shun managed to climb out of the well, he was again ordered to
tidy up the granary, and a fire was started outside with the intention of
burning him to death. Unexpectedly, Great Shun seemed to possess a
bit of spiritual penetration. For some reason, he had brought along two
straw hats with him that day. At the sight of the raging fire, he stretched
out his arms, each hand grasping a straw hat, and jumped down from
the roof. Oh! Like a great eagle soaring in the air, he managed to avoid
being burnt to death.

This is what “solitary minister and perverse son” is all about! For
example, those solitary ministers in ancient times served their country
with the utmost loyalty. Even if they were sentenced to death, they
neither harbored resentment towards the emperor nor blamed heaven
and earth. Everyone cries, but we ought to cry for the sake of others
and not for our own. Don’t be so selfish. We also know how to laugh
but we should do so for the sake of the people. We should be the last to
laugh (after others laugh), and the first to worry (before others worry).
We should regard the affairs under Heaven as our own responsibility
and regard the education of living beings as our own responsibility. Do
you see how happy it is to be without a sense of self? We must think of
a way to get rid of our own arrogance and mark of self, otherwise such
afflictions, which have been obstructing us since limitless kalpas ago,

will continue to obstruct us right up to the present moment!
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